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KESHER . 

PARSHAT KI TISSA
PARSHAT PARAH

Light Candles - 7:29pm
Shabbat Ends - 8:26pm

SHABBAT TIMES

UPCOMING DATES

קשר

MARCH
Monday 13
Tuesday 14

Wednesday 15 
Wednesday 15

Monday 20
Tuesday 21

Weds 22 - Sun 26

Labour Day (College Closed)

Primary Parent Teacher

NAPLAN Testing Begins

ELC Parent Teacher

Primary Parent Teacher

Secondary Parent Teacher

College Musical - Les Mis

WRITING IN HEBREW
CHALLENGING BUT NOT IMPOSSIBLE

SHARON SAMUNI, Head of Hebrew

I have previously written to you all about the challenges associated with teaching students 
how to speak in a foreign language. We have noted that students often find it difficult to 
verbally express themselves with confidence, given the need to use correct grammatical 
structures and conjugate words with great speed in real-time. 

It is true that the same 'need for speed' is not present when writing, be it in English or in a 
foreign language such as Hebrew. We often have more time to plan what we want to say, 
choose our vocabulary with greater care, ensure accurate grammar, and even proofread our 
own work. Yet, why do our students find writing sentences, paragraphs and essays so hard?

This difficulty is exacerbated when writing in Hebrew, a notoriously complicated language. 
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CONTINUED...

Hebrew syntax and grammar is tricky, particularly given the 
need to ensure accurate verb and tense conjugations, as well 
as agreement between masculine and feminine nouns and 
adjectives. English and Hebrew have entirely different lingual 
roots, and have divergent writing conventions that are often 
hard for students to reconcile. 

That said, the benefits of being able to write efficiently are 
invaluable - in any language. Writing enhances reading 
comprehension, improves vocabulary, and is instrumental in 
bolstering students' speaking skills which we consider so 
important at Yavneh. Improving one's writing skills in the foreign 
language has also been shown to make students more effective 
communicators in their mother tongue. 

As part of our holistic focus to teaching Hebrew in which we 
emphasise the four main language skills, Yavneh students have 
dedicated Hebrew writing lessons. A lot of what we teach in our 
Hebrew classes would also feature in students' English writing 
classes. As a first step, we discuss the need to properly 
understand the question or prompt at hand. Our teachers focus 
on brainstorming ideas with the students to ensure that any 
writing piece is rich, well-planned and thought out in advance 
before our students put pen-to-paper. 

We also hone in on appropriate sentence, paragraph and essay 

structures in great detail. Our students 
learn the difference between writing 
personal letters, diary entries, interview 
style Q&A texts, short stories and many 
more. We introduce our students to these 
different writing structures incrementally 
as they progress from primary through to 
secondary schools, constantly reinforcing 
previous learning. The Year 1 students 
start their writing journey by writing short 
monologues about themselves. Later, the 
Year 2 students write the same style of 
text, but this time about their classmates 
and family members. In Year 3, our 
students write short conversations and 
interviews. The first full essay is written by 
our Year 5 students. They start by writing 
a personal letter to a pen-pal living in 
Israel. This first essay consists of three 
clear paragraphs, each focusing on a 
different topic. And so, our students continue revising the 
different writing genres and styles, thus developing their writing 
skills and self-confidence. The goal is to prepare our students 
for Hebrew VET or VCE, where our students' writing skills will 
be assessed. 
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TICKETS SELLING FAST
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Families are colorful, families are different, families are blended, or mixed, large, or small. Families come 
in different combinations, different sizes, or have different cultures, but family is home. Family is a safe 
place, where each member can be themselves, feel loved and secure and learn traditions and customs, 
whilst involving themselves in the families interests. Our families allow us to gain confidence in ourselves 
whilst being surrounded by love.

There are a few different ways that family can be defined, but this week, in the JKB room, we are looking 
at the different people within our family. As an extension of our Purim learning and a precursor to our 
Pesach learning, we are exploring the different people in each of our families and what family means to us. 
Every family has different names for each other. Most commonly, we see “mummy and daddy, or imma and 
abba,” however, there are no rules and this week we will see the similarities and differences in the diversity 
of families. 

The Early Years Learning Framework outlines how the context of family and culture are central to a child’s 
sense of being and belonging. We are who we are because of our family. Not only what runs through our 
veins but what values have been instilled in us. At the beginning of this week we celebrated Purim with our 
families at Kinder. We held their hands as we moved through our Purim carnival discussing each exciting 
element and creating everlasting memories together. It was a fantastic opportunity to bring our loved ones 
in to celebrate with us and it was incredible to see the different bonds and relationships the JKB kids have 
with their families.

During our Purim learning we spoke about how Mordechai was Malkat Esther’s uncle and how as family, 
we need to look out for each other. Just as Malkat Esther looked out for all the Jews, we too ensure that we 
care for our “extended family.” Family is a prominent theme in the story of Pesach as Moshe becomes 
reunited with his family when he returns to Mitzrayim from Midyan. Moshes brother Aaron, helps him speak 
to Pharoh and his sister Miriam, motivates Am Yisroel through song.

Through visual aids of showing each other photos of our families and talking about them during mat times, 
we are excited to witness the power that family has. 

כולנו משפחה
BRONWYN OWEN AND ARIELLA HOFFMANN, JKB Educators

PURIM AT THE ELC
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SECOND HAND 
UNIFORMS
YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.All proceeds from sales support 
our Yavneh children via YPO projects.
Contact ypo@yavneh.vic.edu.au if you wish to buy or donate pre-loved uniforms.
Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform & Books Facebook group  to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books 
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the 
Facebook page.
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As part of our focus on wellbeing, students are discovering more about how to believe in themselves. They 
have been exploring ways that make them unique and recognising their personal “super powers”, through 
discussions, activities and their own Big Life Journal. This journey will also include: the power of a growth 
mindset, knowing mistakes help us grow, persistence and gratitude. Here is a snap shot of some of our students 
responses.  

“I am smart because when I make a mistake, I learn. I have an amazing family, amazing friends and lovely 
parents. I can sing with my beautiful voice, try my best, help my friends and just be myself." – Tamara Chazen 

“I am helpful because I give my dog dinner 
every night. I can say “please” and “please my 
love” in Afrikaans. I have a loving family.” – 
Daniella Hurwitz  

“I am respectful because I listen to people. I 
can work safely because I focus. I have good 
tastebuds because I like chicken.” – Anna 
Farber 

“I am smart because I do home-work. I can lift 
my older brother because I am strong. I have 
strengths in my brain.” – Rafi Tanne.  

Let’s face it, Purim is one of the highlights in everyone’s year. If not the year, then definitely term one. Who has the best costume? 
What mishloach manot delicacies did I get? Where are we eating the seuda? 

In Year 2, Purim has come alive! After we reviewed the story of Purim learning more Perushim than in previous years, we discussed 
many of the mitzvot and Minhagim of Purim. We learned what a minhag is and how we keep them. The children played games 
deciphering between the minhagim and mitzvot of Purim as well as mitzvot and minhagim that accompany the Jewish year. The 
students made a beautiful 3D project that reflected their learning based on the four mitzvot of Purim. I was so impressed with the 
creativity and attention to detail the cohort demonstrated. The children were excited to bring home their work to show their families. 
It was so nice to see the students proudly showing their friends and siblings their work and explaining all about the different mitzvot 
of Purim as they exited school. Kol Hakavod Year 2! You’re going to make planning for Pesach very difficult….but challenge accepted!

YEAR 2 PURIM SNAPSHOT

RABBI YOSSI SMOLLER, Primary Jewish Studies Teacher

YEAR 3 KEEP DREAMING AND BELIEVING

MELANIE ADELIST & JUSTINE KAICER, Primary General Studies Teachers
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"We are 
human and 
mistakes 
are part of 
our story"

Each of us have our fair share of 
mistakes that we’ve made in our 
lifetime. Whether they are wrongdoings 
against others, ourselves, or in our 
spiritual lives. We are human and 
mistakes are part of our story. But 
sometimes we get ourselves into a rut 
thinking, ‘it’s too late. I’m far too gone. 
It’ll never be the same. This is who I 
am.’

Parshat Ki Tisa tells the story of the 
 the Golden Calf, the worst – עגל הזהב

national sin in the history of the Jewish people. 
How humiliating to Am Yisrael to have this story 
recorded in the Torah! Just only weeks after the 
greatest revelation of all time, when they saw 
and heard G d at Sinai, they go and bow down to 
a cow?! How fickle can you get? And yet the 
Torah includes all the details of this incident of 
tragedy and travesty. 

Why?

Perhaps the very important lessons we need to 
draw from this embarrassing episode are, firstly, 
that people do sin, human beings do make 
mistakes, and even inspired Jews who have 
seen the divine with their own eyes can mess up 
— badly. And, secondly, that even afterwards 
there is still hope, no matter what.

Hashem gave us a perfect Torah. The tablets 
were hand-made by G-d, pure and sacred, and 
then we messed up. So is it all over? Is there 
really no hope now? Are we beyond redemption? 
After all, what could possibly be worse than 
idolatry? We broke the first two commandments 
and the Luchot were shattered into smithereens 
because of our ultimate infidelity. 

And yet, Hashem in his love and compassion 
commands Moshe - in this very same Parsha - to 
carve a second set of Luchot, 
to replace the first set he 
smashed when he came down 
the mountain and was shocked 
by what the Jews were up to. 

So Torah teaches that all is not 
lost. As bad as it was — and it 
was bad — it is possible for a 
person to repair the damage. Moshe will make 
new Luchot. They won't be quite the same as 
Hashem's, but there will be Luchot nonetheless. 
We can pick up the pieces.

It is possible to pick up the pieces in life. Whether 
it's our relationships with Hashem, our 
relationships with family and friends, we can 
make amends and repair the damage. Each day 
as we work with our students, our philosophy is 
that anyone can make amends, pick up the 
pieces and restore the harm done. 

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom.

WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - PARSHAT KI TISA

AVIGAIL WONDER, Head of Secondary
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Get on top of your homework in 2023!

SECONDARY
HOMEWORK CLUB
Yavneh alumni will assist students across various subjects including

English, HASS, Jewish Studies, Maths & Science.

Join us afterschool on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 

Rooms 10 & 11  I  4:15-5:15PM

בס"דבס"ד

Volunteer in our Tuckshop and be a part of
our wonderful Yavneh College community

2
It's a great opportunity to meet other parents, catch up with

friends over coffee and be involved in your child's school day.
Parents, Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles - All are welcome!

Join us for a few hours once a week or
once per term. 

No minimum commitment is required.

CONTACT ANGIE:
0420 551 456

a.szkolnik@yavneh.vic.edu.au

Join us today!Join us today!
TUCKSHOPTUCKSHOP

VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS

בס"ד

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP
PACKAGE OPTIONS:

Included in each package is placement in the following:

$5,000
$3,600
$1,800
$1,000

GOLD Full page
Full page
Half page
Quarter Page

Prices inclusive of GST

• Year Book
• Speech Night Program
• Musical Program
• YPO Major Event

Please contact Tanya Shaltiel t.shaltiel@yavneh.vic.edu.au
for more information or to book your ad placement.

Leibler Yavneh College
2 Nagle Avenue
Elsternwick VIC 3185
T 03 9528 4911

Leibler Yavneh College invites you to review the 
following sponsorship package options

yavneh.vic.edu.au
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Please let Lynda Pilalis at l.pilalis@
yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-
students have made Aliya, so we can 
update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD BAR/BAT MITZVAHS

Please remember to register the date of 
your son or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
with Lynda Pilalis at Reception on 9528 
4911 or email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

If you would like to host the Hesder Team, 
please contact Rae on 8317 2504 or 
email office@mizrachi.com.au

HESDER בנות & בחורים

PRIMARY SWIM CARNIVAL

Check us out at www.chaginabox.org or @chaginabox on Instagram

CHAG IN A B   XMILK

Our vision is simple – we want to ensure 
that any family that is struggling to put 
food on the table for the Chagim gets a 
genuine “Hug”.

Our packages are �lled with all the 
ingredients a family would need 
to make the Chagim special, from 
meat, chicken, matzah, wine, fruit, 
veggies – it’s all there!!

The Chaggim are a special and exciting time of the year. At 
Chag in a Box, we recognise the importance of celebrating 
the chaggim and so we have set out to provide and deliver 
food packages to families who may be going through tough 
times and are in need of �nancial assistance. 

Filled with all the ingredients needed to make your chaggim 
that extra bit special, our boxes include meat, chicken, 
matzah, wine, fruit, veggies and more!

If you are in need of assistance or know anyone who may be 
need the extra support in recieving our food packages, 
please feel free to get in touch via email at 
chaginabox@gmail.com or learn more at www.chaginabox.org
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