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PARSHAT
MISHPATIM

Light Candles - 7:58pm
Shabbat Ends - 8:56pm

SHABBAT TIMES

UPCOMING DATES

FEBRUARY
20-23 Feb

Tuesday 21
27 Feb-2 Mar

Tuesday 28

Year 7 Camp

New Parents Evening

Year 8 Camp

Year 9 Roots Evening

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yavneh Early Learning Centre

The human brain is wired for relationships. As a species, humans would not survive without 
connecting to others. Relationships and interactions between babies/young children and 
significant adults are essential for the facilitation of brain development, future relationships, 
physical growth, language acquisition, pro-social behaviours and to significantly facilitate positive 
adult mental health and psychological well-being. These supportive relationships promote healthy 
attachments, improve children’s understanding and regulation of emotions as well as supporting 
their feelings of security and motivation for exploring and learning. One can then certainly deduce 
that within a school environment, specifically within an early learning environment, the foundation 
of best practices lies within the building of valuable and meaningful connections with our young 

קשר

MARCH
Tuesday 7 

Wednesday 8
Purim (Early Dismissal)

Primary Swim Carnival
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learners. Simply put, when children trust through relationships, 
they are more likely to:

• Bounce back
• Have a go
• Take a risk
• Behave
• Be intrinsically motivated
• Feel emotionally safe
• Develop independence and interdependence
• Learn and acquire skill and understandings
• Build new relationships
• Pattern the brain for future relationships throughout their 

lifetime.

Now allow me to digress for a moment. Tzedakah (charity) is a 
mainstay of Jewish Life. As our sages teach us, the world is built 
upon kindness and therefore, giving to others i,e giving Tzedakah 
is something we learn about, practice and teach our children from 
a very young age. 

So what does Tzedakah have to do with relationship building?

I would like to use the metaphor for building positive relationships 
as that we should look at these relationships as a “piggy bank”.

Whenever one engages in strategies to 
build positive relationships, it is as if one 
is “making a deposit” in a child’s 
relationship piggy bank. Conversely, 
when adults make demands, nag, or 
criticize children, it is as if they are 
making a relationship withdrawal. For 
some children, because there has been 
no prior effort to make deposits in their 
relationship piggy bank, nagging, 

criticism, and demands may be more akin to writing bad checks 
(showing my age)! It may be helpful to reflect on the interactions 
you have with an individual child and think to yourself, “Am I 
making a deposit or a withdrawal?” Or, “Have I made any deposits 
in my child’s piggy bank today?” 

Typically, we have the best relationships with children who respond 
to us, seemingly like us, and go along with our plans. But as you 
know, it is more difficult to build positive relationships with some 
children than with others. We have all had experience with children 
who push our buttons. Maybe they demand more attention than 

others, are 
d i s r u p t i v e , 
u n m o t i v a t e d , 
o p p o s i t i o n a l , 
aggressive, or do 
not give us the 
positive feedback 
we want. When 
our buttons get 
pushed, we may 
feel frustrated and 
d i s c o u r a g e d , 

causing us to get angry, raise our voices, 
criticize, or actively avoid these children. 
Yet, the very children we find the most 
difficult to build relationships with, are the 
ones who need positive relationships with 
adults the most! 

As a school, we strive to build positive 
relationships with each and every one of 
our students from creche to VCE. For our younger students, we 
invest in building connections through play, through building 
positive connections with the family and through understanding 
the strengths and learning paths that best suit the child. With our 
older students, we emphasize the importance of communication 
both in and out of the classroom – nurturing well-being and 
support.

Just like the act of giving tzedakah, building positive connections 
is a pro-social behaviour that shows kindness, empathy and 
support. When you give to others, it has a direct positive effect on 
one’s own mental wellbeing. Embracing others gives one a sense 
of purpose and makes one feel happier and more satisfied about 
life. Just like putting coins in the “pushka”, working co-operatively 
and building positive relationships with others, activates and 
strengthens the part of our brain that enhances our own well-
being.

Here's to a year ahead of working together, learning together and 
building a wonderful school environment together .

CONTINUED...

"the foundation of 
best practices lies 

within the building 
of valuable and 

meaningful 
connections with 

our young 
learners"
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

To the Cohen family on Sarah's Bat Mitzvah

To the Vaknin family on Shirley's Bat Mitzvah

To the Crothers family on the engagement of Ash to Maggie

To the Gosling family on the engagement of Yael to Josh Schwartz

May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

MAZAL TOVS

SECOND HAND 
UNIFORMS
YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your donations 
of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.All proceeds from 
sales support our Yavneh children via YPO projects.
Contact ypo@yavneh.vic.edu.au if you wish to buy or donate 
pre-loved uniforms.
Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform 
& Books Facebook group  to buy and sell your pre-loved 
uniforms, books or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, 
cricket kit). Please restrict the sales and requests to items 
relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting 
secondhand books but you are welcome to buy, swap and 
sell them via the Facebook page.

CONDOLENCES

To the Allen family on the passing of Mr Shimon Allen a'h

To the Sibony family on the passing of Mr Arthur Brown a'h

May your family know no more sorrow.

בס׳׳ד
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This week Shimon Allen’s family will have completed 
the shiva period, the seven days of mourning for a 
loved one. We too mourn the loss of a hero, a humble 
member of our community who together with his wife 
Adina “tbdl”, built a caring institution called Bet 
Rafael. 

Margaret Mead is quoted as saying “Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that 
ever has.” 

Bet Rafael provides free accommodation for families 
who need to stay near one of four hospitals, they 
organise food packs for patients who were in hospital 
over shabbat and they and their team of volunteers 
drive patients to medical appointments all over 
Melbourne. This entire program was established by 
them simply to help people. 

Words are inadequate to express the magnitude of 
the wide-ranging impact of this program. Bet Rafael 
does so much good for so many people in need, the 
program delivery is done with menshlechkeit and 
kindness. In the early years, when Shimon z”l was 
healthier, and well beyond, Shimon would greet every 
family who needed to stay in one of the apartments 
and ensure that they had all that they needed for 
their stay. 

As a community, we must always treasure these 
individuals. Their loss is a tragedy to their immediately 
family and to us, their wider family and community. 

Shimon Allen z”l was also very special friend of the 
College. Together with his wife, Adina “tbdl”, he 
quietly and humbly decided that if Yavneh was 

moving to Elsternwick in 1988, they would ensure 
that every door would have a mezuzah. But in true 
Shimon style, it would not be any mezuzah, it would 
be the finest that could be found. Their business 
provided the College with various supplies, for 
decades, without charge, even after their three 
children had long graduated from the College. I hope 
that my disclosing this does not upset a family that 
always gave behind the scenes, without concern for 
attribution or acknowledgement.

One of my favourite memories of Shimon was when 
he suggested that he would bring the Bostoner Rabbi 
to visit Yavneh in 2014. We were quite in awe of the 
idea of a great Chassidic Rebbe coming to our 
school. Of course, it was Shimon who suggested that 
the prep children would benefit from time with this 
sage.  The Rebbe taught the preps a song from the 
siddur and as they sang with him, Shimon’s face was 
full of joy. (Pictured below)

In thinking of what we could do to ensure his good 
deeds were remembered by generations of Yavneh 
students, we have decided to honour his memory by 
placing beautiful mezuzot in the new VCE Study 
Centre and acknowledging Shimon a”h and Adina’s 
“tbld” gift of mezuzot over thirty five years ago. 
These mezuzot should watch over, protect, and 
inspire generations of our students, just as Shimon 
did during his life. Yehi zichro baruch – may his 
memory forever be a blessing, and may his family 
find some comfort in knowing how much we all 
continue to treasure him.

A MAN OF VERY BLESSED MEMORY - SHIMON ALLEN OVBM
DAVID FISHER, Head of Adminstration
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Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

8am - 11am

8am - 11am

2pm - 5pm

בס"ד

Opening HoursOpening Hours
YAVNEH COLLEGEYAVNEH COLLEGE

UNIFORM SHOPUNIFORM SHOP
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Please let Lynda Pilalis at l.pilalis@
yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-
students have made Aliya, so we can 
update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD BAR/BAT MITZVAHS

Please remember to register the date of 
your son or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
with Lynda Pilalis at Reception on 9528 
4911 or email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

If you would like to host the Hesder Team, 
please contact Rae on 8317 2504 or 
email office@mizrachi.com.au

HESDER בנות & בחורים

TASTE OF SUMMER 2023

Wednesday 22nd February 
Rosh Chodesh Adar

Fun Hair / Hat

Monday 27th February
Silly Sunnies / Glasses

Wednesday 1st March
Colourful Accessories

Friday 3rd March
Fun Shoes / Socks

“When Adar begins, we increase in our joy”

In the spirit of increasing in joy in the month of Adar, during the weeks 
leading up to Purim students across the College are encouraged to wear an 

extra item of clothing to school on the following days. 

”משנכנס אדר מרבין בשמחה”

בס“ד
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - MISHPATIM
RABBI ARIEH BERLIN, Secondary Jewish Studies

The parsha begins with the words “And 
these are the statutes (mishpatim) that you 
shall place before them.” The bulk of the 
parsha deals with the many laws that are 
categorized as “mishpatim”. These are the 
laws of interpersonal relationships that 
deal with everything from a person who 
damages to the various kinds of watchmen 
to the prohibition of taking interest on 
loans. 

The first Rashi in our parsha comments on 
the opening word “v’eyleh” [and these]. 

Rashi explains that wherever the Torah uses the word 
“eyleh” [these], the Torah is invalidating or excluding 
something previously mentioned. However, where the 
Torah uses the word “eyleh” prefixed by the conjunctive 
vov as in “V’eyleh” then we are supplementing that 
which came earlier. “And these” has the connotation 
“not only those, but these as well.”

The application here, as Rashi explains, is that just as 
those laws mentioned in Parshat Yitro, i.e. — the 
Asseret HaDibrot [Ten ‘Commandments’] were given at 
Sinai, so too, the laws mentioned in Mishpatim were 
also given at Sinai.

Many commentaries asks, what is the novelty that Rashi 
is introducing here? Of course the entire Torah was 

given at Mt. Sinai. What need is there to bring additional 
linguistic proofs to the matter?

Rabbi Frand brings an answer from Rav Simcha Sheps. 
He cites a comment of Rav Ovadiah Bartenura in the 
first Mishna in Avot. The Mishna says, “Moshe received 
the Torah at Sinai…” The first comment of the Bartenura 
on tractate Avot is: “This tractate does not deal with 
specific mitzvot as do other Tractates of the Mishna. 
Since the entire contents of Mesechet Avot consists of 
ethical matters and appropriate character traits and 
manners, it therefore may seem similar to many 
volumes written by the sages of other nations on the 
topic of ethics, morals, and 
how to treat other people. 
Therefore, we might think 
that Avot also is merely 
accumulated human wisdom 
and nothing more. Therefore, 
the author begins the tractate 
with the chain of transmission 
of Torah beginning with 
Moshe’s receiving Torah from 
Sinai. This teaches us that all the advice and ethical 
guidance in Avot is not merely the product of human 
invention. This is the same Torah, the same word of 
G-d as the rest of Mishna and Talmud.

"If a person lives  
a full Torah life 

and works on 
oneself,  one can 

achieve  this 
status  that is 

almost angelic..."

SOME NEW FACES AT YAVNEH

בס׳׳ד
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CONTINUED

Rav Sheps references this teaching of Rav Ovadiah 
Bartenura in connection with the first Rashi of 
Mishpatim. Mishpatim details the laws of how one 
should treat his fellow man. The Torah needed to 
emphasize that just like the Asseret HaDibrot were 
commanded by G-d at Sinai, so too the laws of lending 
and damaging and watching someone’s property are 
all from Sinai as well. 

More than that, Parshat Mishpatim contains the 
prohibition of Lashon HaRah. The nations of the world 
do indeed have ethics and morals. But do the nations of 
the world have a morality that says not to speak Lashon 
Harah? The concept of gossip exists but the concept 
that there should be a theological prohibition against 
gossip is not something that exists on their spiritual 
radar screens. Try telling someone that it is prohibited 
to speak evil about someone else even if the facts are 
true. “How could it be forbidden? — IT IS TRUE!”

Where does such a law come from? It does not come 
from “The Ethicist” and it will not come from anyone 
who is making up ethical rules on his own.

What would the ‘world’ say about a situation where 
one’s biggest enemy in the world has a flat tire and 25 
meters further up the road one’s best friend has a flat 
tire? Whose tire would one help change? The Torah 
commands that precedence be given to one’s enemy. “It 
is preferable to force one’s evil inclination (to not hate a 
fellow Jew).” It is good for one’s character to help one’s 
enemy ahead of helping one’s friend.

This is a mind-boggling concept. 
Such a law could not have been 
man-made. No person would ever 
choose that option on his own, 
based on one’s own sense of right 
or wrong. They will ask — where 
does such an idea come from? Our 
answer is that it comes from this 
parsha which begins with the words 
“And these are the statutes…” Just 
as the Asseret HaDibrot in Parshas 
Yitro came from Sinai, so too that 
which follows in Parshat Mishpatim 
comes from Sinai.

If a person lives a full Torah life and 
works on oneself, one can achieve 
this status that is almost angelic — to willingly and 
readily be prepared to help a hated neighbour before 
one’s friends so that he may be able to improve his 
character traits (midot).

This is not something you will hear from the world 
around us. One will only hear this from “Moshe received 
the Torah at Sinai…” which was given to us to improve 
our human character by teaching us Divine ethics and 
moral guidance.

Wishing everyone a Shabbat Shalom

בס׳׳ד
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YEAR 4 NEWS
AMANDA MOSS & HELEN KRECHMAN, Primary General Studies Teachers

In this term’s Unit of Inquiry, Year 4 students are 
learning about the rules, laws and systems that 
communities put in place for the safety, inclusion 
and fairness of its people. Our original discussions 
culminated in our class community voting for rules 
that should be included in our essential agreement. 
We made posters showing what RESPECT looks 
like, how we RESPECT each other and modelled 
RESPECTFUL behaviour. 

In the following weeks, we will be investigating 
rules and how these could be applied to the wider 
community in the form of laws. We will also be 
investigating the three levels of government in 
Australia with a focus on local government 
services.

בס׳׳ד
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Volunteer in our Tuckshop and be a part of
our wonderful Yavneh College community

2
It's a great opportunity to meet other parents, catch up with

friends over coffee and be involved in your child's school day.
Parents, Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles - All are welcome!

Join us for a few hours once a week or
once per term. 

No minimum commitment is required.

CONTACT ANGIE:
0420 551 456

a.szkolnik@yavneh.vic.edu.au

Join us today!Join us today!
TUCKSHOPTUCKSHOP

VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS

בס"ד

Get on top of your homework in 2023!

SECONDARY
HOMEWORK CLUB
Yavneh alumni will assist students across various subjects including

English, HASS, Jewish Studies, Maths & Science.

Join us afterschool on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 

Room 15  I  4:15-5:15PM

בס"דבס"ד

MizKids will return this upcoming Shabbat, 
4th February 2023.

 
We are pleased to advise that David Zimmermann 

will run both sessions back to back with 
an overlapping Kiddush.

 
10:00am to 10:45am

2 to 5 year olds 
 

10:30am to 11:00am
Joint Kiddush with 

parents assistance and supervision
 

10:45am to 11:30am
6 to 9 year olds

 
Looking forward to seeing you all there and 

what 2023 will bring!

MIZKIDS 2023

בס׳׳ד
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ADVENTURERS ROOM LEARNING
ILANA GLASMAN, Room Leader - Adventurers

In the Adventurers Room, we have started 
learning about colours and shapes, which 
opens up new and exciting avenues for verbal 
communication. Shapes and colours are 
everywhere and teaching them to our 
Adventurer toddlers is fun and engaging. 

We have been focusing on  different colours 
and shape to decorate in our art projects 
weekly. We have started with the colours 
green blue and red and the shapes triangles 
and rectangles over the last few weeks. We 
have introduced pink hearts which will be 
followed by circles and squares and the 
colours blue yellow and orange. 

As educators in early learning classrooms, we 
choose to teach shapes and colours first 
before numbers or the alphabet. It is because 
colour and shape are two very noticeable 
attributes of the world around us. 

Colour and shape are ways children observe 
and categorize what they see. These very 
recognizable characteristics encourage 
children to define and organize the diverse 
world around them. 

We have focused on making learning shapes as fun as 
possible and remembering that repetition is necessary 
to help your toddler learn the names of the shapes.

Colours sometimes give us information about health 
and safety. For example, we use  red in our culture to 
indicate ‘danger’ or ‘stop,’ such as with red stop lights 
and red stop signs. Pink is often associated with hearts 
like our art activity we did for valentine’s day. The 
written symbols we use for letters and numbers are just 
shapes. Have you ever noticed that triangles make up 
A, V, and W? A circle is an O. As children develop 
proficiency at learning shapes such as triangles, 
squares, and circles, they are developing the 
classification and visual discrimination skills to 
distinguish between letters in the future.

בס׳׳ד
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PREP SNAPSHOT
SUE ASH, Primary Jewish Studies

The new Prep children have made an 
amazing transition from kinder to 
school. They all arrive with big smiles 
on their faces ready to learn. Our 
Hebrew program includes the children 
learning to read and write all Alef Bet 
letters and Nekudot, sounds. They are 
loving learning and want to share their 
progress. They can not only recognise 
some “reading” letters but are also 
learning the “writing” letters. 

We review our oral learning with many 
fun activities. Plasticine, whiteboards 
and the smart board are just some of 
them. 

YEAR 3 SPEAKING LESSON IN HEBREW
MAI WEINBERG, Primary Hebrew Teacher

In Year 3, we began the year by 
reviewing content from last year, 
including conversational Hebrew. We 
practiced answering questions about 
our name, age, family, and how we are 
feeling. This week in class we learned 
some new vocabulary to help us 
expand our answers. For example, for 
the question: “How are you?”, we 
learned words such as I am tired, 
excited, happy, sad, and angry. The 
students wrote down the new 
vocabulary in their speaking books. 
The students regularly practice 
speaking with a partner in class. 

בס׳׳ד
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YPO WELCOME BACK CARNIVAL 2023

בס׳׳ד
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Yavneh College Chess Club 
             Term 1, 2023 
   .           Classes start Wednesday 8th February        

     Come along and join in the fun. 
 

Dates: Wednesday 8/2 – 29/3  
 
Club Times:  4.15 – 5.15  
Venue: Secondary  Library 
The cost is $18.00 per lesson. The cost for 8 lessons is $144.00 

**A discount will be given for siblings - every sibling after the 
first/child will pay only $16.00 per lesson ($128) 

 
Students will not receive a refund for classes missed for absentees but students commencing 
after the first week do not pay for the earlier lessons. School camps can be deducted off as well.  
Covid isolation you receive a credit for next term. 
 
PAYMENTS MUST BE MADE ONLINE AT: www.chessideas.com.au  
Go to Pay Fees – Click on Term Fees Enter the amount from your Registration 
form – 144.00   (no $ sign) 
Add to cart  
Next page enter all details for your child as asked: 
Chess username or ID please put N/A Click to pay:  
You go to PayPal where you can pay with a PayPal account or click credit card 
payment at the bottom of page, no American Express or Diners card  
All Payments need to be made by the second week of 
Chess 
Any Queries email: logistics@chessideas.com.au  
If your child has a medical condition we should know about please ring our office with details. 

 
........................................................................................................................................ 

CHESS REGISTRATION TERM 1, 2023 – Yavneh College 
This form only to be filled out if you cannot pay online, then hand to the 

Chess Tutor  
CLASS TIME:         Wednesday:  4.15 – 5.15 p.m.   
 
NAME OF CHILD: ______________________________________________________ 
 
EMERGENCY PARENT CONTACT NUMBER: ______________________________ 
 
 Credit Card Details: _____________________________ Name on Card:_________________________________  
 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
    Amount:  $ ______________ 
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