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Light Candles - 8:06pm
Shabbat Ends - 9:05pm

SHABBAT TIMES

UPCOMING DATES

FEBRUARY
Monday 13
Tuesday 14

20-23 Feb
27 Feb-2 Mar

Tuesday 28

Primary Parent Teacher Interviews

Year 11-12 Orientation Evening

Year 7 Camp

Year 8 Camp

Year 9 Roots Evening

IF IT'S YOUR JOB TO EAT A FROG, DO IT IN THE MORNING...
AND OTHER STUDY SKILLS

SHOSHI VORCHHEIMER, Director of Teaching & Learning

As Mark Twain once said “If it’s your job to eat a frog, it’s best to do it first thing in the 
morning. And if it’s your job to eat two frogs, it’s best to eat the biggest one first.” Of course, 
Mark Twain was not advising us to literally eat a frog in the morning, but he was suggesting 
that if you have one thing on your to-do list that you feel is really difficult, or for which you 
have no motivation to do, then that should be the first thing you do. Once you have completed 
that difficult task or made a start, you will feel an immense sense of achievement making 
every other task on your list feel relatively easy and approachable. Advice like Mark Twain’s 
was shared with our Secondary students, as we kicked off the 2023 school year. 

קשר
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Sometimes we can fall into the trap of thinking that Years 7-10 are 
not important, that they don’t make such a difference. However, 
study habits and organisational skills developed in these years 
create a strong foundation for VCE success. Without these skills, 
they enter VCE not knowing how to balance the VCE expectations 
of homework, study, sports/afterschool commitments and end of 
year exams. Habits require practice, until they become automatic. 
The lesson from Tu Bishvat, the birthday of trees, teaches us 
about the importance of tending to the growth and development of 
seeds into trees. Similarly, we can train our students to develop 
deep roots in order to allow them to flourish. Developing these 
strong habits and study skills in our younger students will give 
them the opportunity to grow and will prepare them for lifelong 
learning. 

Since our very first scheduled class of this year, we have been 
focusing on organisational skills and study habits. From Years 
7-12, all students participated in training on how to use Compass, 
our school’s learning management system, Outlook, to access our 
school calendar, and the functions of a digital diary. Our students 
have been taught the skill of noting down their homework via 
Outlook, in their digital diary and study tips for setting reminders for 
the completion of work. Teachers have modelled how to save files 

in digital folders, pin important apps to the 
taskbar and essentially make the most of 
their school device. Please ask your son/
daughter to show you the resources on 
OneNote and encourage them to use 
their digital diary. It is important that we 
are all reinforcing the use of these tools. 

Additionally, training our students in study 
skills, Elevate Study Skills Program are 
booked in for incursions throughout the 
year.  For the last two years Elevate 

Education have run a series of free 60-minute webinars aimed at 
helping parents support their children at home. Please watch out 
for the parent webinars that will be promoted via Compass, so that 
you can understand the study skills and tips that your children will 
be taught. The first scheduled parent webinar is on Wednesday 
the 15th of February at 6:30pm, which requires parent registration.

Our teachers are continuing to teach study skills explicitly 
throughout the year, using icons on their PowerPoint presentations 
to alert students to the expectations of notetaking during the 
lesson, or when to access OneNote for resources, and how to 
organise their notes logically for future study reference. 

Further supporting our students in developing effective study 
habits, is the Homework club which will be run by alumni on 
Mondays, Tuesdays Wednesdays and Thursdays, starting on 
Monday February the 13th in room 15. Mr Homes will be also be 
available on Tuesday afternoons to support students with Maths 
homework, specialising in VCE Maths, starting on the 14th of 
February.

We are looking forward to our VCE Study 
Centre opening up on Monday the 20th of 
February. The VCE Study Centre will offer 
our Year 11 and 12 students a space to 
study during study periods, and after school. 
Making study skills visible to younger years, 
the VCE Study Centre will model the 
importance of investing hours into studying 
and the academic success that is reaped 
from putting in the time. 

Our VCE students are looking forward to 
using the new space and we are very 
excited for what this year has in store!

CONTINUED...

"If you  have one 
thing on your 
to-do list,  for 

which you have no 
motivation to do, 
then  that should 
be the first thing  

you do"
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

To the Gillis and Stern families on Kezia's Bat Mitzvah

To the Raymond family on Levi's Bar Mitzvah

May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

MAZAL TOVS

SECOND HAND 
UNIFORMS
YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your donations 
of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.All proceeds from 
sales support our Yavneh children via YPO projects.
Contact ypo@yavneh.vic.edu.au if you wish to buy or donate 
pre-loved uniforms.
Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform 
& Books Facebook group  to buy and sell your pre-loved 
uniforms, books or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, 
cricket kit). Please restrict the sales and requests to items 
relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting 
secondhand books but you are welcome to buy, swap and 
sell them via the Facebook page.

CONDOLENCES

To the Gurgiel and Zimmermann families on the passing of Mrs 
Leah Gurgiel a'h.

To the Kelmann family on the passing of Mrs Helen Lichtenstein a'h

May your family know no more sorrow.

Get on top of your homework in 2023!

SECONDARY
HOMEWORK CLUB
Yavneh alumni will assist students across various subjects including

English, HASS, Jewish Studies, Maths & Science.

Join us afterschool on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 

Room 15  I  4:15-5:15PM

בס"דבס"ד
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - YITRO
ELLA NEW, Secondary Jewish Studies Teacher

On Monday we celebrated the festival of 
 the new year for the trees, and ,טו בשבט
whilst for most of us the agricultural 
significance of the day feels somewhat 
removed, I believe there is a vital lesson 
to learn that is especially applicable at 
this time of year.

The Torah likens man to a tree in the field,  
 and on upon ,כי האדם עץ השדה (דברים כ:י'ט)
reflection it is evident that there are a few 
special qualities that are unique to both 
trees and human beings. Firstly, trees are 
unique in that they remain alive all year. 
Unlike vegetables that only survive one 
season, trees produce seasonal fruit yet 
remain alive until the next year and the 
year after that. Secondly, in a way, trees 
defy gravity. They grow upwards and they 
receive their nutrients from their roots 
deep in the ground which nourish even 
the highest branch.

Rav Eliyahu Schlesinger explains that we 
too, are like the tree that defies gravity. 
We are always growing, moving upwards, 
and striving for more spirituality. And just 
the like the tree that appears to be dormant 
in the winter, we too go through periods 

where we feel uninspired and stuck, yet 
we know that we have the potential to 
continue growing and be even better than 
we were before.

Rav Schlesinger, in the name of the 
Chida, points out yet another similarity 
between trees and people. He explains 
that the more care, love, and attention you 
give to a tree, the higher it can grow. I feel 
this is an important message for us to 
keep in mind as we end off our first full 
week of the school year. By nurturing our 
students with 
c o m p a s s i o n , 
inspiration and 
care we will 
ensure that they 
will fulfill their 
potentials, defy 
expectations and 
grow to new 
heights. May we 
all be able to internalise the message of 
 and have a wonderful year full of טו בשבט
growth. 

Shabbat Shalom

"We too, are like 
the tree that 

defies gravity. We 
are always 

growing, moving 
upwards, and 

striving for more 
spirituality"

בס׳׳ד
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Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

8am - 11am

8am - 11am

2pm - 5pm

בס"ד

Opening HoursOpening Hours
YAVNEH COLLEGEYAVNEH COLLEGE

UNIFORM SHOPUNIFORM SHOP
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MizKids will return this upcoming Shabbat, 
4th February 2023.

 
We are pleased to advise that David Zimmermann 

will run both sessions back to back with 
an overlapping Kiddush.

 
10:00am to 10:45am

2 to 5 year olds 
 

10:30am to 11:00am
Joint Kiddush with 

parents assistance and supervision
 

10:45am to 11:30am
6 to 9 year olds

 
Looking forward to seeing you all there and 

what 2023 will bring!

MIZKIDS 2023

Please let Lynda Pilalis at l.pilalis@
yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-
students have made Aliya, so we can 
update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD BAR/BAT MITZVAHS

Please remember to register the date of 
your son or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
with Lynda Pilalis at Reception on 9528 
4911 or email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

If you would like to host the Hesder Team, 
please contact Rae on 8317 2504 or 
email office@mizrachi.com.au

HESDER בנות & בחורים

WELCOME TO KINDER

בס׳׳ד
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"MAN IS A TREE OF THE FIELD"
ETTIE SPIGELMAN, Primary Jewish Studies Teacher

The 15th of Shevat on the Jewish calendar— celebrated 
this year on Monday, February 6, is the day that marks the 
beginning of a “new year” for trees. Commonly known as 
-this day marks the season in which the earliest ,ט"ו בשבט
blooming trees in the Land of Israel emerge from their 
winter sleep and begin a new fruit-bearing cycle. We mark 
the 15th of Shevat by eating fruit, particularly from the 
kinds that are singled out by the Torah in its praise of the 
bounty of the Holy Land: grapes, figs, pomegranates, 
olives, and dates. On this day we remember that    
 ”.Man is a Tree of the Field - ִּכי ָהָאָדם ֵעץ ַהָּׂשֶדה“

People belong to families. Families make up communities. Communities make up the many colourful 
peoples of the world. And all those peoples make up a single, magnificent body with a single ְנָׁשָמה - 'soul' 
called humankind.

None of us walks alone. Each carries the experiences of ancestors wherever he or she roams, along with 
their challenges, their victories, their hopes, and their aspirations. Our thoughts grow out from their 
thoughts, our destinies are shaped by their goals. At the highest peak we ever get to, there they are, 
holding our hand, pushing us upward, providing the shoulders on which to stand. We share those 
shoulders, that consciousness, that heritage with all the brothers and sisters of our people. Every Jew is 
a brother or sister of a great family of many thousands of years. Where a Jew walks, there walk sages 
and martyrs, heroes and heroines, legends, and miracles, all the way back to Abraham and Sarah, the 
first two Jews who challenged the whole world with their ideals.

How appropriate was that topic to start the 
new year? A year where in Jewish Studies 
we will focus on how to grow and 
strengthen  our students’ Jewish identity, 
our love to the Land of Israel and caring 
for each other and for the wider community.

 ֶׁשִּיְהֶיה ְלֻכָּלנּו ִסיֲעָתא ִּדיְׁשָמָיא ְוַהְצָלָחה ַרָּבה

"כי האדם עץ השדה"

בס׳׳ד
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From February 2023, the National Immunisation Program (NIP) dosing schedule for 
the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine will change from two doses to a single dose 
for most people.

What is the HPV vaccine?
The Gardasil®9 vaccine protects against HPV infection, which is a common viral infection, 
usually affecting the genitals and spread through sexual contact. The vaccine is most effective 
when given before exposure to the virus, that is before a person becomes sexually active.  
More information about HPV and the HPV vaccine can be found on the Better Health Channel. 
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/human-papil lomavirus-hpv-
immunisation

How has the HPV vaccine schedule changed? 
From February 2023, the recommended HPV vaccine schedule for most people has changed 
from two-doses to a single dose course using the same Gardasil®9 vaccine. There is no 
change to the amount of vaccine that is given in the single dose. The schedule has not 
changed for immunocompromised people, and they may still need to receive three doses 
of HPV vaccine which are all funded under the NIP.  

Why was this change made?
The change is based on advice from the Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation 
(ATAGI), who have considered and reviewed the latest international clinical evidence. ATAGI 
support the large volume of clinical findings that a single dose of HPV vaccine provides about 
the same protection as two doses of HPV vaccine.  

What do you need to do?
Your council immunisation service will seek your consent for vaccinations delivered at school 
as usual. If you would like to discuss the change, or clarify any information about the HPV 
vaccine please contact your local council. 

Further information from the Better 
Health Channel: 
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/
h e a l t h / h e a l t h y l i v i n g / h u m a n -
papillomavirus-hpv-immunisation

HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS (HPV) VACCINE 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS

בס׳׳ד



9

WHAT IS PLAY?
BIANCA CHIPLOWITZ, Creche Room Leader

Right from the time a child is born, they are 
already wandering, exploring, watching, 
listening, moving about, and feeling. The 
daily interactions and experiences that they 
share with Educators is how they learn about 
the world around them; these interactions 
involve play.

Play is a powerful way a child learns. It has a 
positive influence on children’s dispositions 
for learning as well as on developmental 
milestones such as social, physical, 
emotional, and cognitive growth. The best 
learning happens when a child plays every 
day.

Play-based learning is a method of learning 
that provides opportunities for the children to 
engage with people actively and 
imaginatively, using objects within their 
environment.

The play-based learning environment that 
we offer here at Yavneh ELC focuses on 
unstructured and guided play. This is a 
relaxed approach that is highly engaging 
and fun!

Educators encourage children’s learning through play by:

• Providing resources that reflect children’s ages, 
interests, knowledge, strengths, abilities, and culture to 
encourage, stimulate and support play.

• Open-ended resources such as blocks or cardboards 
boxes foster creativity and the ability to manipulate 
concepts mentally. E.g., using a box as if it was a car.

• Planning play experiences based on the assessment of 
children’s individual differences, interests, 
developmental needs and abilities, E.g., when a child 
displays interest in holding a pencil to draw and write, 
educators will give children different sized objects to 
grasp, and to build strength in the child’s fingers.

• Observing children as they play so that they can 
understand how they interact with other children, 
developing skills and activities that can strengthen their 
skills during play.

• Joining in children’s play to extend their learning and to 
model skills such as reasoning, appropriate language, 
and positive behaviours.

• Providing large blocks of unhurried and uninterrupted 
time for play for children’s ideas and games to develop.

“Many small people, in small places, doing small things can 
change the world”. Eduardo Galeano.

בס׳׳ד
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PREP NEWS
LOREN PAMENSKY & NICKY KAPUL, Primary General Studies Teachers

It is wonderful to see Preps arrive in the morning smiling and ready to 
learn. They are quickly learning the expectations for learning and play, 
and the routines of school, the classroom and playground and are 
gaining independence and confidence with each passing day. By 
making the learners’ knowledge and disposition goals visible and an 
active part of each lesson, we start small and keep building skills for 
learning and being a member 
of a community and the habits 
of doing so. 

“Rome wasn’t built in a day, 
but they were building bricks 
every hour.” James Clear

בס׳׳ד
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Volunteer in our Tuckshop and be a part of
our wonderful Yavneh College community

2
It's a great opportunity to meet other parents, catch up with

friends over coffee and be involved in your child's school day.
Parents, Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles - All are welcome!

Join us for a few hours once a week or
once per term. 

No minimum commitment is required.

CONTACT ANGIE:
0420 551 456

a.szkolnik@yavneh.vic.edu.au

Join us today!Join us today!
TUCKSHOPTUCKSHOP

VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS

בס"ד
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CONFIDENCE IN LEARNING & ALL THINGS ENGLISH
KAROUNA MUDDAPAH, Head of English

The English department has had a busy start to the year! Not only are we working through 
the challenges of implementing Units 1 & 2 of the new VCE study design in Yr11, but we 
are also collaborating to establish consistency in our teaching of all types of writing across 
year levels. Our team’s goal this year is to create continuity and uniformity to ensure 
students build confidence in their leaning of English as they move from one year level to 
the next. 

We are also excited to announce the 
launching of debating next week.  Why 
Debate? Debating is an invaluable skill 
that promotes confidence and effective 
public presentation. It encourages logical 
and critical thinking and social awareness. 

Additionally, debating techniques can be used in all subject areas. Students will sign up for the DAV 
inter school competition. We are currently arranging for an accredited DAV trainer to assist with 
preparing students for the 2023 debating competition. Your English teachers will share more details 
about the competition next week.

Last year, we officially launched Scribe Tribe, a writing club ran by members of the English 
department. We want to continue this amazing initiative to encourage and offer aspiring writers (or 
simply those who want to 
have fun with a pen) the 
opportunity to challenge 
themselves by entering 
different writing 
competitions throughout 
the year. See below one of 
the competitions already 
open for registration. 
Please speak to your 
English teacher if you wish 
to enter the competition 

Finally, we are setting up a 
public speaking club! We 
will communicate the 
details of when and how to 
join as soon as we have all 
the information.

בס׳׳ד
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TU BISHVAT WITH JLIFE

בס׳׳ד



15

MU
S

IC   AU
DTIONS

בס׳׳ד



16

NO PARKING SCHOOL ZONES (KISS AND GO)
DAVID FISHER, Head of Administration

The No Parking areas outside of Yavneh also known as Kiss and Go parking are designed to 
provide safe and convenient pick up and drop off areas for our school community.

The No Parking (Kiss and Go) zones are for short-term stopping only. They are located to 
ensure consistent turnover of vehicles during peak pick up/drop off periods.At a No Parking 
(Kiss and Go) sign, a vehicle is 
permitted to stop for up to 2 minutes, 
while children safely exit or enter the 
car. The driver must remain within three 
metres the vehicle.

We ask that parents adopt the following 
process that both protects our children 
and also assists with traffic flow.

At drop off and pick up times, cars are 
not permitted to park in the designated 
“Kiss and Go” for longer than 2 minutes. 

During pick up times, please proceed 
down Nagle Avenue and observe if your 
child is waiting to be collected. If so, 
please safely enter the Kiss and Go 
Zone to collect your child.

If your child is not waiting outside, 
please continue down Nagle and circle 
around via the side streets until your 
child is outside for collection. If you 
wish to enter the College to collect your 
child please park in the surrounding 
streets, ensuring you do not block 
neighbour’s driveways.

Glen Eira Traffic Officers will be assisting 
us in enforcing the process. Please 
note the fines for parking illegally are 
substantial. As always, patience and 
courtesy to others will assist with the 
safe drop off and collection of children.

If you have any queries regarding the 
process, please be in touch.

בס׳׳ד
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Yavneh College Chess Club 
             Term 1, 2023 
   .           Classes start Wednesday 8th February        

     Come along and join in the fun. 
 

Dates: Wednesday 8/2 – 29/3  
 
Club Times:  4.15 – 5.15  
Venue: Secondary  Library 
The cost is $18.00 per lesson. The cost for 8 lessons is $144.00 

**A discount will be given for siblings - every sibling after the 
first/child will pay only $16.00 per lesson ($128) 

 
Students will not receive a refund for classes missed for absentees but students commencing 
after the first week do not pay for the earlier lessons. School camps can be deducted off as well.  
Covid isolation you receive a credit for next term. 
 
PAYMENTS MUST BE MADE ONLINE AT: www.chessideas.com.au  
Go to Pay Fees – Click on Term Fees Enter the amount from your Registration 
form – 144.00   (no $ sign) 
Add to cart  
Next page enter all details for your child as asked: 
Chess username or ID please put N/A Click to pay:  
You go to PayPal where you can pay with a PayPal account or click credit card 
payment at the bottom of page, no American Express or Diners card  
All Payments need to be made by the second week of 
Chess 
Any Queries email: logistics@chessideas.com.au  
If your child has a medical condition we should know about please ring our office with details. 

 
........................................................................................................................................ 

CHESS REGISTRATION TERM 1, 2023 – Yavneh College 
This form only to be filled out if you cannot pay online, then hand to the 

Chess Tutor  
CLASS TIME:         Wednesday:  4.15 – 5.15 p.m.   
 
NAME OF CHILD: ______________________________________________________ 
 
EMERGENCY PARENT CONTACT NUMBER: ______________________________ 
 
 Credit Card Details: _____________________________ Name on Card:_________________________________  
 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
    Amount:  $ ______________ 
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