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PARSHAT
BESHALACH

Light Candles - 8:13pm
Shabbat Ends - 9:14pm

SHABBAT TIMES

UPCOMING DATES

FEBRUARY
Monday 6
Tuesday 7

Thursday 9
Monday 13
Tuesday 14

Year 7-10 Orientation Evening

Primary Parent Teacher Interviews

YPO Carnival

Primary Parent Teacher Interviews

Year 11-12 Orientation Evening

THE YAVNEH PLEDGE
SHULA LAZAR, College Principal

When Robert Garcia, Mayor of Long Beach California, swore into the US House of Representatives, 
he did so using some unusual props. While swearing into office or court usually happens on a 
Bible or other religious texts, Garcia chose three (perfectly legal) objects to be held underneath 
the US Constitution that for him had personal meaning.

The first item was his citizenship certificate. Garcia was born in Lima, Peru, and immigrated to the 
United States with his parents and other relatives when he was 5 years old. In a biography 
supplied by his campaign, Garcia said "My mom brought me to America not knowing English, 
without an education, and without the right immigration status. We came here on a temporary 
visa and stayed past its expiration date. But thanks to a progressive change in immigration law 
passed by Congress in the 1980s, we were able to apply for permanent legal residency. I became 
a U.S. citizen at 21. It was the happiest day of my life.” 

קשר
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CONTINUED...

I have not researched Garcia’s particular immigration story, but I 
surmise that like many immigrants moving north, his parents must 
have sacrificed much to give their child a chance at a future with 
more opportunities than they had had and that Garcia would feel 
eternally grateful to live in the ‘land of the free and the home of the 
brave’.

The second item was a photo of his parents who had died from 
covid in 2020. Garcia is a little younger than I am and was probably 
expecting his parents to be around for a good few years yet. 
Losing them in the pandemic would have been gut wrenching. I 
can only imagine his feelings of grief and how much he would 
have wanted his parents to experience the pride and joy of his 
swearing in ceremony. Alas they could only be there in a picture, 
but through this Garcia could demonstrate the importance he 
places on family and the gratitude he felt for what his parents had 
given him.

The final item was a first edition Superman comic loaned to him by 
the Library of Congress. Unlike the Archie comics that we’d read 
and then fall between the bed and bedside table to rot with the lost 
socks, this comic had a special Mylar (protective) covering and 
travelled to the ceremony with a Capital Police escort. A self-
described ‘comic book nerd’, Garcia said he learnt to read and 
write English by reading comics as a kid and ‘never stopped 

reading’. The Congressman said that he 
felt a special connection to Superman 
and that the character signifies truth and 
justice. “If you look at Superman values, 
and caucus values, it’s about justice, it’s 
about honesty, it’s doing the right thing, 
standing up for people who need support’.

In summary, Garcia choose items that 
represented gratitude to country, 
gratitude to family, and living by the 
values of truth and justice.

And this started me thinking. If we were to have a ‘swearing in’ 
ceremony at Yavneh, what would be the items that we would 
choose? While I encourage students to debate and discuss, here 
are the items that I am suggesting. (Cheat alert – I couldn’t narrow 
it down to fewer than 5 things, and even within those five things I 
tried to pack as many ‘values’ as possible into each one. So some 
of the suggestions are a bit off the beaten track.)

1. Tanach – as a practising Orthodox school we endeavour 
to instil in our students a love for Torah, a desire to live a life 
of Mitzvot and a joy for Jewish learning. In the Torah we 
read the narratives of our greatest leader, Moshe Rabeinu, 
who stood as the best example of leadership, loyalty and 
integrity. And Nach is the start of our Jewish history and 
connection to Eretz Yisrael. The prophecies of the Neviim 
are both haunting and hopeful. We are the people of the 
book and at Yavneh, we learn the book!

2. Machzor for Yom Haatzmaut – 
slightly different to an Israeli flag, I 
felt that this embodied all that the 
Israeli flag represents as well as all 
the religious significance that we 
place on the establishment of the 
State of Israel. Ben Gurion’s 
declaration on May 5th 1948 was 

‘Reishit Tzmichat Geulateinu’ – the 
beginning of the flowering of our 
redemption. Our love and support 
for Israel is robust and can withstand 
both disagreement and 
disappointment. Our love of Israel is 
deeply rooted in religious 
significance and the history of the 
Jewish people and forms part of our 
tefillot every day and especially on 
Yom Haatzmaut when we sing Hallel 
at the tops of our lungs.

3. A photo of Professor Fiona Wood 
– Professor Wood represents 
contribution to country, academic 
achievement, scientific and medical 
innovation, healing bodies and 
healing souls, and the importance of 
family. (There are many people I 
could have chosen, but perhaps I 
leaned towards Wood because I 
can’t work out how she accomplished 
so much while being a mother to 6 
children! She probably didn’t even resort to pizza for 
dinner….)

4. Viktor Frankl’s ‘Man Search for Meaning’ – Frankl 
survived three years in Auschwitz, Dachau and other 
concentration camps. As well as the connection to the 
Holocaust, and so many of our families come from 
Holocaust survivors and refugees, Frankl’s outlook enabled 
him to find purpose and he was able to salvage a vestige 
of freedom and dignity whilst experiencing the darkest of 
human history. Frankl discovered that to find meaning in 
life we must ask not ‘what do I 
need from life?’, but ‘what does 
life need from me?’ Each of us is 
here for a purpose, a task, that 
only we can fulfil. To find meaning 
is to find that task. “Frankl’s 
writings are an antidote to today’s 
materialists who would reduce 
the human condition to biological 
imperatives and the human person to 
no more than a handful of dust. It was his 
gift to be able to find, and in some cases to help create, 
epiphanies in the heart of darkness, fragments of Heaven 
even at the gates of Hell.”

5. Copy of Wonder (R.J. Palacio) – because we all need to 
be a little more like Summer….

Swearing in on this heavy stack would symbolise our commitment 
to Torah and Mitzvot, to Israel, to learning and intellectual pursuits, 
to family, to finding meaning through giving to others, and to 
kindness.

And that is what Yavneh is all about! 

What would your items be????

Looking forward to a fabulous year ahead and Shabbat Shalom, 

Morah Shula

"it’s about 
justice, it’s 

about honesty, 
it’s doing the 

right thing, 
standing up for 

people who 
need support"
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

To Avital and Martin Tavella Family on the birth of their daughter

To Rav Jonny & Shira Brull on the birth pf their son 

To Pnina & Leor Landau on the birth of their grandson

To the Leber family on the engagement of their son Daniel

To the Hendler family on the engagement of their daughter Daniella

To the Gordon family on the marriage of their son Jonathan 

May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

MAZAL TOVS

SECOND HAND 
UNIFORMS
YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your donations 
of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.All proceeds from 
sales support our Yavneh children via YPO projects.
Contact ypo@yavneh.vic.edu.au if you wish to buy or donate 
pre-loved uniforms.
Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform 
& Books Facebook group  to buy and sell your pre-loved 
uniforms, books or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, 
cricket kit). Please restrict the sales and requests to items 
relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting 
secondhand books but you are welcome to buy, swap and 
sell them via the Facebook page.

בס׳׳ד
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NO PARKING SCHOOL ZONES (KISS AND GO)
DAVID FISHER, Head of Administration

The No Parking areas outside of Yavneh also known as Kiss and Go parking are designed to 
provide safe and convenient pick up and drop off areas for our school community.

The No Parking (Kiss and Go) zones are for short-term stopping only. They are located to 
ensure consistent turnover of vehicles during peak pick up/drop off periods.At a No Parking 
(Kiss and Go) sign, a vehicle is 
permitted to stop for up to 2 minutes, 
while children safely exit or enter the 
car. The driver must remain within three 
metres the vehicle.

We ask that parents adopt the following 
process that both protects our children 
and also assists with traffic flow.

At drop off and pick up times, cars are 
not permitted to park in the designated 
“Kiss and Go” for longer than 2 minutes. 

During pick up times, please proceed 
down Nagle Avenue and observe if your 
child is waiting to be collected. If so, 
please safely enter the Kiss and Go 
Zone to collect your child.

If your child is not waiting outside, 
please continue down Nagle and circle 
around via the side streets until your 
child is outside for collection. If you 
wish to enter the College to collect your 
child please park in the surrounding 
streets, ensuring you do not block 
neighbour’s driveways.

Glen Eira Traffic Officers will be assisting 
us in enforcing the process. Please 
note the fines for parking illegally are 
substantial. As always, patience and 
courtesy to others will assist with the 
safe drop off and collection of children.

If you have any queries regarding the 
process, please be in touch.

בס׳׳ד
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Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

8am - 11am

8am - 11am

2pm - 5pm

בס"ד

Opening HoursOpening Hours
YAVNEH COLLEGEYAVNEH COLLEGE

UNIFORM SHOPUNIFORM SHOP
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MizKids will return this upcoming Shabbat, 
4th February 2023.

 
We are pleased to advise that David Zimmermann 

will run both sessions back to back with 
an overlapping Kiddush.

 
10:00am to 10:45am

2 to 5 year olds 
 

10:30am to 11:00am
Joint Kiddush with 

parents assistance and supervision
 

10:45am to 11:30am
6 to 9 year olds

 
Looking forward to seeing you all there and 

what 2023 will bring!

MIZKIDS 2023

Please let Lynda Pilalis at l.pilalis@
yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-
students have made Aliya, so we can 
update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD BAR/BAT MITZVAHS

Please remember to register the date of 
your son or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
with Lynda Pilalis at Reception on 9528 
4911 or email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

If you would like to host the Hesder Team, 
please contact Rae on 8317 2504 or 
email office@mizrachi.com.au

HESDER בנות & בחורים

בס׳׳ד
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2023 – A NEW APPROACH
TO PRIMARY STUDENTS’ LEADERSHIP

HAILEY JOUBERT, Head of Primary

Following a review of the traditional model for student leadership in primary, we found it to be 
limiting and exclusive. The model allowed for 12 Year 6 students to be elected as a School, Vice 
or House Captain. Over the course of last year, this group of young leaders led our primary 
assemblies and played a part in presenting at major whole school events. As Year 6 students are 
young and their leadership skills are still developing, we felt there is more to be gained for our 
Year 6 individuals and our school community if the model is updated to be inclusive and more 
educational. 

In 2023, all interested Year 6 students signed up to join our leadership program which will run for 
the whole school year. Those who commit to being involved for the duration of 2023, will be 
allocated to one of four portfolios each term. The four portfolios will be facilitated by a primary 
staff member and the students will learn how they can serve their school community through 
creating and delivering activities related to that portfolio. The portfolios are Sport and School 
Spirit, Environment, Jewish Life and Assemblies and each student will spend one term focusing 
on a different portfolio. Each group will meet weekly with their facilitator at a designated lunch 
time. Once a month after school, there will also be a leadership program targeting age-appropriate 
leadership skills development.

We are excited to work with the Year 6 students who have chosen to be part of this program and 
look forward to working with them to develop their leadership skills through service to our 
community.

2023 – A New Approach to Primary Students’ Leadership 

 

Following a review of the traditional model for student leadership in primary, we found it to be 
limiting and exclusive. The model allowed for 12 Year 6 students to be elected as a School, Vice or 
House Captain. Over the course of the year, this group of young leaders lead our primary assemblies 
and play a part in presenting at major whole school events. As Year 6 students are young and their 
leadership skills are still developing, we felt there is more to be gained for our Year 6 individuals and 
our school community if the model is updated to be inclusive and more educational.  

In 2023, all interested Year 6 students signed up to join our leadership program which will run for 
the whole school year. Those who commit to being involved for the duration of 2023, will be 
allocated to one of four portfolios each term. The four portfolios will be facilitated by a primary staff 
member and the students will learn how they can serve their school community through creating 
and delivering activities related to that portfolio. The portfolios are Sport and School Spirit, 
Environment, Jewish Life and Assemblies and each student will spend one term focusing on a 
different portfolio. Each group will meet weekly with their facilitator at a designated lunch time. 
Once a month after school, there will also be a leadership program targeting age-appropriate 
leadership skills development. 

We are excited to work with the Year 6 students who have chosen to be part of this program and 
look forward to working with them to develop their leadership skills through service to our 
community. 

 

J-Life Environment Sport & School 
Spirit Assemblies 

Sara Amzalak Ali Rubin Joss Hurley Terry Crothers 
Gavriel 
Nahmias 
Liat Perlstein 
Noah Kave 
Jacob 
Zilberman 
Evie Teleki 

Eli Mond 
Dana Spivak 
Mia teller 
Sara David 
Ariyah 
Hirschson 

Ezra Goodhardt 
Jackie Bassin 
Jessica Geller 
Lael Hanson 
Razya Sandhu  

Abby Ifrah 
Alon New 
Ella Grace 
Rebekah 
Michali 
Elly Stein 
 

Groups will rotate through portfolios across from left to right, that is J-Life group will 
move to Environment in Term 2 and so on 
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WELCOME TO KINDER 
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of ELC

                                WOW WOW WOW

Wednesday 1 February was our incredible “WELCOME TO 
KINDER” day.

Upon entering the ELC, our families were greeted with 
music playing; bubbles floating in the air; hot drinks for 
parents and milkshakes for children; welcome gift packs for 
parents and stickers and mini-bubbles for children and even 
a sit-down outdoor area with cake and company for our 
families while their children were orientating in the 
classrooms.

It was easy to mistake our centre for a top-class entertainment 
venue, but the good news is that this feeling of Belonging, 
Warmth, Family and Fun is an everyday event at Yavneh 
ELC.

2023 has began with a bang that started on the 1 Feb and 
will continue until 12 Dec 2023. We are excited and 
energised to experience these lifelong memories together.

בס׳׳ד
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - BESHALACH
RABBI DANNY GOLD, Acting Head of Jewish Studies

The plagues had struck Egypt hard. Towards the end of the 10 
plagues Pharoah begins to buckle. Pharoah says to Moshe 
that the Jewish People can leave only if they leave their 
animals behind. Moshe responds to Pharoah with the following: 

“…And also our cattle will go with us; not a single hoof will 
remain, for we will take from it to worship the Lord our God, 
and we do not know how we will worship the Lord until we 
arrive there.” (Shmot 10:26)

On a simple level, Moshe is explaining to Pharoah why every 
animal needs to be taken – these animals may be required as 
sacrifices to Hashem when the Jewish People arrive at Mount 
Sinai. 

I would like to suggest an allegorical explanation of this verse. 

I had a mentor who once said that it would be great if life came 
with a soundtrack. The soundtrack in a movie usually gives us 
cues and clues as to what is about to happen next, however, in 
real life we are not provided with such knowledge of the future; 
the future is simply unknown. We do not know what service of 

Hashem will be required in the 
future. The challenges we face as 
individuals and communally in the 
past can, and usually do, shift and 
transform in the future.

How can one prepare for the 
unknown? Moshe addresses the 
unknown by demanding from 
Pharaoh that “every animal be 
taken”. We must take everything 

with us. Every experience, every interaction, all our character 
traits and all our knowledge will be necessary as we approach 
the uncharted territory in our life. 

Students sometimes challenge why they  
need to learn such a vast array of subjects  
when they are only interested in a few 
and only see some of them as relevant. 
Perhaps one response to these students 
is that each of their subjects is giving 
them much more  than surface level 
content. Their subjects are providing 
them with tools to communicate, 
empathise, self-regulate, problem solve, 
introspect and so  much more. 
How important it is to soak up as much as 
we can in the moment with the 
understanding that these lessons become 
part of our toolkit for engaging with our life ahead. 

The last thing we can’t afford to ‘leave behind’ are the people 
around us. We all have our strengths and weaknesses and do 
better when we help each other. Don’t underestimate how 
others contribute to your life, nor the value you can add to the 
lives of others. 

What will be required from us and our generation tomorrow is 
a mystery. Our best hope is to seize the moments and 
experiences in our lives and cultivate and deepen our 
relationships with others – and with a sense of humility and 
courage head into the unknown.  

Shabbat Shalom

 "it would be 
great if life came 

with a 
soundtrack 

[which] gives us 
cues and clues as 
to what is about 
to happen next"
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Volunteer in our Tuckshop and be a part of
our wonderful Yavneh College community

2
It's a great opportunity to meet other parents, catch up with

friends over coffee and be involved in your child's school day.
Parents, Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles - All are welcome!

Join us for a few hours once a week or
once per term. 

No minimum commitment is required.

CONTACT ANGIE:
0420 551 456

a.szkolnik@yavneh.vic.edu.au

Join us today!Join us today!
TUCKSHOPTUCKSHOP

VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS

בס"ד

בס׳׳ד



12

SHARED GOALS - 
RESILIENCE, INDEPENDENCE & ORGANISATION

RACHEL KOLBER, Head of Education Support (Years 7, 8 & 9)

Throughout the holidays I read numerous articles about how 
ChatGPT is going to change the educational landscape. How will 
teachers and schools respond to technology that can formulate 
an entire laboratory report, analyse a historic source or compose 
poetry? 

However, when I ran into parents, this wasn’t the challenge 
causing them most concern. While content and assessment are 
extremely important factors in schooling, it is the resilience, 
independence and organisation skills necessary for academic 
success that will be used more frequently as essential life skills. 

As adults, we are rarely asked the difference between meiosis 
and mitosis, however, we use ICT skills, time management and 
communication skills daily. The majority of parents that I spoke to 
over the holidays voiced a desire for these keys to success to be 
taught more explicitly.

With this in mind, Avigail Wonder, Natalie Flamm and myself 
wrote workshops to help both students and teachers effectively 
set up and use several important organisation and communication 
tools. Every student in secondary did this workshop on their first 
day of school.

Students were shown how to use File Explorer to create a digital 
locker. These are organised folders used to save any files they 
create and any files sent by teachers. They were also introduced 
to Yavneh’s 2023 digital diary. All school events, homework and 
meetings will now be recorded in Outlook. Making entries in the 

digital diary was modelled for students and 
teachers will continue to oversee its regular 
use. 

Next, students were shown how to 
download both Compass and Outlook on to 
their personal devices such as phones and 
iPads so that they can always access their 
timetable, diary and school emails. Leaving 
a computer at school or uncharged is not a 
valid excuse for being uninformed or 
unprepared. This mirrors the ‘real world’ 
where all essential information and services 
are web based.

Our workshops also spent time on email etiquette. We focused on 
the use of polite and considerate language when writing to 
teachers, the difference between a formal communication with an 
adult and an informal text to a friend and the importance of 
thanking people for their time and effort. Students were also 
reminded that while they may email a teacher out of school hours, 
this is in fact private time for staff and they may not be available to 
answer immediately. Therefore, students should not leave 
requests for help or for extensions until the last minute. 

Time was spent on several other organisation and communication 
tools and I urge all parents to discuss these workshops with your 
children. You probably use a lot of these systems in both your 
work and private lives. This link to the real world will help reinforce 
the importance of these skills to your children. 

Education is never static, it evolves, responding to changing 
values, developments and challenges. While the structure of 
lessons and assessments may alter due to emerging technologies 
such as Chat GPT, the parental desire to see their children 
become resilient, organised, independent individuals is timeless. 
As a school, we have exactly the same wish for our students and 
are always striving to help them achieve these goals.

בס׳׳ד
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PARENT SAFETY
GROUP (PSG)

JOIN THE

Do you want to help protect your children?

Venue provided 
upon registration

To join the PSG,

REGISTER NOW
HTTPS://CSGVIC.LINK/PSG

Our children's safety and security is ALL of our
responsibility.

Your school is seeking parents to volunteer during 
school drop-off and pick-up.

To join the PSG,  it's as easy as attending one training
session prior to commencing your PSG shifts at school.  

There are no set requirements, you can choose how 
many shifts you work per term. It’s up to you!

We would love to see as many of you there as possible!

please attend one of 
these training dates...

*To work on the PSG, a working with children's check is required

Wednesday 22nd Feb 7pm
Thursday 23rd Feb 9am

Wednesday 1 Mar 9am
Sunday 26th Feb 7pm

Thursday 2 Mar 7pm

בס׳׳ד
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Yavneh College Chess Club 
             Term 1, 2023 
   .           Classes start Wednesday 8th February        

     Come along and join in the fun. 
 

Dates: Wednesday 8/2 – 29/3  
 
Club Times:  4.15 – 5.15  
Venue: Secondary  Library 
The cost is $18.00 per lesson. The cost for 8 lessons is $144.00 

**A discount will be given for siblings - every sibling after the 
first/child will pay only $16.00 per lesson ($128) 

 
Students will not receive a refund for classes missed for absentees but students commencing 
after the first week do not pay for the earlier lessons. School camps can be deducted off as well.  
Covid isolation you receive a credit for next term. 
 
PAYMENTS MUST BE MADE ONLINE AT: www.chessideas.com.au  
Go to Pay Fees – Click on Term Fees Enter the amount from your Registration 
form – 144.00   (no $ sign) 
Add to cart  
Next page enter all details for your child as asked: 
Chess username or ID please put N/A Click to pay:  
You go to PayPal where you can pay with a PayPal account or click credit card 
payment at the bottom of page, no American Express or Diners card  
All Payments need to be made by the second week of 
Chess 
Any Queries email: logistics@chessideas.com.au  
If your child has a medical condition we should know about please ring our office with details. 

 
........................................................................................................................................ 

CHESS REGISTRATION TERM 1, 2023 – Yavneh College 
This form only to be filled out if you cannot pay online, then hand to the 

Chess Tutor  
CLASS TIME:         Wednesday:  4.15 – 5.15 p.m.   
 
NAME OF CHILD: ______________________________________________________ 
 
EMERGENCY PARENT CONTACT NUMBER: ______________________________ 
 
 Credit Card Details: _____________________________ Name on Card:_________________________________  
 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
    Amount:  $ ______________ 
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NowNow
2024
Yavneh
Scholarship 

openopen
Leibler Yavneh College is pleased to offer a limited number
of academic scholarships awarded to students entering
Years 7, 9 or 11 in 2024.

Register for the scholarship exam no later than Monday 20
February 2023 at yavneh.vic.edu.au/scholarships 

You must be in Years 6, 8 or 10 in 2023 to be eligible for an
academic scholarship. Exam date: 26 February 2023 

To seek further information on any of our scholarships or
how to apply, please contact our Enrolments Administrator
at enrolments@yavneh.vic.edu.au or (03) 9528 4911.
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