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I walked into Yavneh for the first time in 6 years in mid-January. It was one of those perfect Melbourne summer days, lovely 

breeze, not too hot, not too cold, just right like baby bear’s porridge. Coming back to Yavneh was something I had long 

anticipated, and I was a bit unsure if my rose-coloured memories would be shaded by a lack lustre reality. Was Yavneh the same 

school I remembered? Would it again feel like home after such a long time away?

I don’t quite know how I got in the gate as I’m pretty sure I hadn’t been entrusted with any keys yet, but what I do remember is 

that on that day in January, the campus was nothing less than breathtakingly beautiful. The gardens were full and lush and our 

iconic Hogwarts buildings grand and inviting. There was a new outdoor amphitheatre, a new music building, a nature playground, 

a running track, and benches under the whomping willows.  I was overwhelmed with both excitement for all that was new, and 

nostalgia for all that was the same. 

What I saw that day, and see every day, is how green Yavneh is. Yavneh is green. This has been the year of green, of Yavneh 

Poreach, of Yavneh flourishing in every way.

Yavneh has flourished in the outstanding student leaders we had this year. They brought energy and ruach to the school, 

organising fantastic lunchtime activities, yabbalat shabbats and being everyday role models of menschelachkeit. The class of 

2022 set the bar high and already our incoming student leaders have their sights set on clearing that bar with room to spare. They 

have revved up the crowds for the best sports day Yavneh has seen in years, organised Yavneh world cup soccer tournaments, 

followed by actual world cup viewing at 6am and this was all in between sitting for their 3&4 exams and winding up their Year 11 

studies. 

Yavneh has flourished in its pedagogy and curriculum. Driving home explicit instruction, teacher led learning has guided student 

achievement in the classroom. Yavneh has flourished in Jewish studies learning. In Hebrew. In 

all areas of General Studies. In Sport. In the arts. In JLife. In music and the musical. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAZAL TOVS:
To the Kapul family on the marriage of Jordan to Alena 
Welis-stosser.

To the Lotzoff family on Benji’s Bar Mitzvah.

To Michelle & Martin Sharp on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Evie.

To the Hendler family on Joel’s Bar Mitzvah

To the Tenne family on Ruvi’s Bar Mitzvah

To the Cohen family on Sarah’s Bat Mitzvah

CONDOLENCES:
To the Krechman family on the passing of Mrs Haia Krechman 
a’h.

May your family know no more sorrow.

WHAT A YEAR!
SHULA LAZAR, Principal

    
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

DECEMBER

Wed 14 Last Day of Term 4

CANDLE LIGHTING:  
Parshat Vayeitzei

Light Candles: 8:09pm
Shabbat Ends: 9:15pm

To the Mirochnik & Phillips families on Eliad’s Bar Mitzvah

To the Gillis family on Kezia’s Bat Mitzvah

To the Cohen family on Michael’s Bar Mitzah

May you continue to have Nachat from your families.
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Anyone who says you can’t have it all has obviously never been to Yavneh and seen the product we deliver.

This year we celebrate the 60-year journey that culminates in Yavneh’s continuous bloom. A journey best summed up in a passuk 

from this week’s parsha:

יִתי ִלְשֵׁנ֥י ַמֲחנֹֽות׃ ה ָהִי֖ ה וְַעָתּ֥ ן ַהֶזּ֔ ְרִתּ֙י ֶאת־ַהיְַּרֵדּ֣ י ָעַב֙ י ְבַמְקִל֗ ָך ִכּ֣ יָת ֶאת־ַעְבֶדּ֑ ר ָעִשׂ֖ ת ֲאֶשׁ֥ ֱאֶמ֔ ל ַהֲחָסִדי֙ם ּוִמׇכּל־ָה֣ ֹּ֤ נְִתּי ִמכ ֹ֜  ָקט

I am unworthy of all the kindness that You have so steadfastly shown Your servant: with my staff alone I crossed this Jordan, and 

now I have become two camps.

As the school stands here, 60 years after its inception, we too say ‘katonti’ – for all the kindness and all the truth, all the giving and 

all the support.

For just like Yaakov who says that he crossed the Yarden with but a staff in his hand and has now become 2 camps, Yavneh too 

started as a small, fledgling school with only 53 students from Kinder to Year 1 in Balaclava Road and now is a school with over 

700 students from creche to Year 12, boasting two magnificent campuses, first class Jewish and General studies and Hebrew 

education and thousands of graduates who have been educated and inspired to live a life of Torah and Mitzvot and to feel a 

passionate love for Israel. In fact, so great has been our Israel education that the Aliyah rate from LYC is the highest per capita in 

Australia.

But as we end this year of the 60th celebration, we should all say ‘Katonti’ – we are humbled. The first time the word Katan is used 

in Torah is in relation to the Meor Hakaton, the moon, the small celestial being in the story of creation. The moon shines brightly at 

night but not because it creates its own light. The moon shines brightly because it reflects the light of the sun. The same is for us, 

the Yavneh family of 2022. We shine brightly because of the bright suns that came before us.

We shine because the founders of the Yavneh had a vision to start a school with Modern Orthodox Zionist values. We shine 

because of the countless lay leaders who over and above their full-time jobs selflessly gave their time, support, advice and often 

their hard-earned money, to guide the school to greatness. We shine because of the decades of educational leadership, of school 

leadership and administrators who went the extra mile for students, teachers, and families. We shine because families trusted us 

with the education of their precious children, aligned with and supported the school values. We have been blessed with so much 

chassadim and emet, and now we are Shnei Machanot, a bastion of Torah U Maddah, Tziyonut and Derech Eretz.

So, what does it mean to turn 60? The Mishna in Avot tell us Ben Shishim Lezikna; Yavneh has become an elder stateman of 

Jewish Schools. An Elder is zeh shekanah chochmah – he who has acquired wisdom. As an institution we have wisdom in 

spades. We have hindsight and foresight; we are leaders in Jewish education in Australia and we keep blazing new paths.

As we celebrate Yavneh coming of age and of wisdom, it is right for us all to say ‘Katonti’ for everyone who has given to Yavneh 

over our 60 years.

And as I end my first year as Principal, I too say Katonti.  I have been blessed with an army of helpers, without whom I could not 

have achieved anything.

To Ari and Gerard, our co-chairs, thank you for your constant encouragement and support. I don’t quite know how you juggle 

your jobs, your families, and endless hours you put in for our school. I know that you don’t take a pay cheque for all that you do, 

but I do hope that we are at least remunerating you with nachas from our students.

To the leadership team, Mr Fisher, Mr Solomon, Rabbi Cowen, Mrs. Orwin, Mrs Wonder, Ms Joubert and Mrs. Vorchheimer. I could 

not have asked for a more supportive, cohesive, dedicated, professional team. 

To our teachers and staff, thank you for being so devoted to our students and our college. Our students shine because of all that 

you do for them.

To our families, thank you for choosing Yavneh; for championing the Yavneh values in your homes, for being inclusive and for 
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Please let Lynda Pilalis @ l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-students have made Aliya, so we can update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD

Uniform Shop orders can be made via flexischools at present or contactless deliveries via the guardhouse.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
 
The YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your 
donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.
 All proceeds from sales support our Yavneh children via YPO 
projects.

Contact ypo@yavneh.vic.edu.au if you wish to buy or donate 
pre-loved uniforms.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

The ordering system is in place for your convenience. Use Flexischools to order uniforms.

Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform & 
Books Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/
yavnehuniform/ to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books 
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please 
restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand 
books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the 
Facebook page.

Please remember to register the date of your son or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah with Lynda Pilalis at Reception on 9528 4911 or 
email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

BAR/BAT MITZVAH REGISTRATION:

If you would like to host the Hesder Bachurim, please contact Rae on 8317 2504 or email office@mizrachi.com.au

HESDER בחורים & בנות MEALS:

creating and being the big Yavneh family. 

And lastly to our students. You are the reason why we do this. You give us such joy through seeing you learn and seeing you 

grow. You make us laugh and give us wonderful nachas.

When I crossed the yarden, well in my case it was the Nullabour, I came to Yavneh with just a Makhel. But from all the chassadim 

and emet that I have been showered with, I, indeed we, are entering 2023 with strength.

So even though Yavneh is 60, and yes that is old, remember that Yavneh is, and will always be green. Green like our flourishing 

campus gardens, the green of vibrant youth.

Wishing all our families a safe and relaxing holiday and a Chanukah sameach for next week.

Shabbat Shalom

Shula

CONTINUED
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - LOOKING FORWARD TO CHANUKAH

AVIGAIL WONDER, Head of Secondary

MUSINGS ON THE CONNECTION BETWEEN CHANUKAH AND JEWISH EDUCATION

The term chanukah is related to the word chinuch (חינוך), “education” and to the meaning of “dedication”. In the era of Chanukah, 

the Assyrian Greeks issued decrees against Jewish education and forbade circumcision, the mitzvah that begins a Jewish boy’s 

education. On Chanukah, we celebrate our freedom to provide our children with a proper Jewish education in the ways of our 

forefathers and foremothers. Here are some interesting lessons in education we can glean from the Halachot of Chanukah. 

 בית הלל אומרים יום ראשון מדליק אחת מכאן ואילך מוסיף והולך... חד אמר טעמא דבית הלל כנגד ימים היוצאין... וחד אמר..."
"דמעלין בקדש ואין מורידין

“Beit Hillel says, ‘The first night light one and add one more each succeeding night...’ One reason is that it corresponds 
to the days that passed... (another reason is that) in matters of holiness, one should always increase and not decrease.” 

(Shabbat 21b)

Chanukah is an opportune time to reflect on our children's Jewish education and their/our continued spiritual growth. As we 

learn from the Chanukah candles, the way to fight darkness is not by maintaining the same amount of light we had in the past, 

but by always increasing the light. Just as with the Menorah lights, we increase each day – we must encourage our children and 

ourselves to grow in their learning of Torah, observance of Mitzvot and connection to Hashem. 

"מצות נר חנוכה נר איש וביתו... והמהדרין מן המהדרין... בית הלל אומרים מוסיף והולך"

“According to halachah it is sufficient to light one candle each night throughout Chanukah for the entire household. Those 
who are mehadrin min hamehadrin — extremely careful in performing mitzvot — follow Beit Hillel and add one candle 

each night.” (Shabbat 21b)

It's interesting to note that in regard to lighting the Menorah, all homes conduct themselves in the manner of mehaderin min 

hamehaderin — supremely scrupulous — while in many other mitzvot they follow lesser halachic requirements. It is a powerful 

lesson in Jewish education to show our students and children that we are not willing to compromise on our expressions of Jewish 

identity, observance, and gratitude to Hashem for the miracles He bestows on us. Articulating this pride during one of the most 

public of Jewish festivals, can be particularly powerful for our children to see. 

"הנרות הללו קדש הם"

“These candles are holy.” (Siddur, Haneirot Halalu)

The Chanukah lights commemorate the Menorah of the Beit Hamikdash. Yet there are major differences between them. In the Beit 

Hamikdash the Menorah was lit in the afternoon and inside the building, whereas the Chanukah candles are lit after dark by the 

entrance or a window facing the street. 

This teaches that a Jew must not only light up his or her house, like with the Shabbat candles, rather s/he has the additional 

responsibility to illuminate the “outside” — his/her social and business environment with the light of Yiddishkeit and holiness. 

When times are “hard” spiritually, when it is “dark” outside, it is not sufficient to light a candle alone and maintain it; it is necessary 

to increase the lights steadily. Constant growing efforts to spread the light of Torah and mitzvot will dispel the darkness and 

illuminate the world.

May we merit this Chanukah to true Chanukat Habayit – the rededication of our rebuilt Beit Hamidash in Jerusalem so that we can 

declare with gusto – נס גדול היה פה!

Wishing you all a safe, healthy, and enjoyable summer break. We look forward to welcoming you back at school for B’ezrat 

Hashem another successful year in 2023 תשפ"ג!

בס׳׳ד
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GOOD BYE TO 2022 AT OUR ELC
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yavneh Early Learning Centre

I cannot believe this time has come,

our year has come to an end,

2022 has been full of wonderful 

memories,

With all our ELC friends.

I’ve watched each one of you,

develop and grow each day,

i know that all that you have done this 

year,

Will support you along the way.

So it is with beautiful memories, 

happiness,

blessings and so much more.

that i have much hope and expectations,

For what next year holds in store.
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LIVING AND NON-LIVING THINGS
NICKY KAPUL & LOREN PAMENSKY, Primary General Studies Teachers

Our Unit of Inquiry this term has been an exploration of the needs and characteristics of living and non-living things. The children 

have explored this topic through books, video clips and discussion. They have observed and documented their findings and have 

demonstrated their learning through writing, drawings, and an ongoing mini project. They observed the life cycle of a silkworm 

that becomes a moth and made connections between these and other similar creatures. They shared their learning journey with 

their buddies.
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LIVING AND NON-LIVING THINGS
ROMY BROWNE & PNINA DOUEK, Primary General Studies Teachers

This year, Year 1s have been taking part in Digital Technology lessons, where they have been learning how to use various 

computer applications and hardware. Demonstrating our dispositions such as flexibility, independence, and patience, we have 

learnt to perform a variety of functions on a computer, including:

• Logging on and off

• Navigating a keyboard

• Basic typing skills

• Saving and retrieving files on OneDrive

• Creating documents on Word

• Changing font, size, and colour

• Creating PowerPoint presentations, including basic animations and transitions

All this culminated in a project completed as part of our Unit of Inquiry. To help answer the question, “How has family life changed 

or remained the same over time?” the students each interviewed one of their grandparents to gain insight into their childhood. 

They asked their grandparents about the technology they used, what foods they ate, what their schooling was like and what type 

of homes they lived in. They then compared this to their own childhood and made interesting PowerPoint presentations displaying 

the information. 
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In Mathematics, we incorporated the use of technology whilst learning about Position and Direction. The children created 

pathways and programmed miniature robots called Beebots to follow the paths. In the true sense of ‘technology’, they solved the 

problem of getting their robot from Point A to Point B, designing, coding, testing, and retesting their pathway. 

Many students found it tricky to navigate the technology, but by being persistent, demonstrating a growth mindset, as well as 

helping each other, the students have become increasingly adept at using various digital technologies and have learned a lot 

about how digital technology can enhance our learning. Well done, Year Ones!

Grandma
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Recently, Year 5 finished learning Parashat Toldot in Chumash and we had a Siyum in conjunction with learning Parashat Toldot in 

our Friday Parasha lessons.

As part of our learning journey, we learnt about Yitzchak using four out of his five senses (he was blind and hence could not use 

his sense of sight) to work out if he was giving the birthright blessings to Eisav or Yaakov. We then went off on a tangent to learn 

about Havdalah - the prayer that concludes Shabbat and uses all five senses.

Students worked on a research project and learnt many facts about Havdalah that they didn’t know, they viewed many ancient 

Besamim – spice boxes, as well as some unusual Havdalah candles. They also created very informative and creative posters 

about Havdalah and the five senses, before making their own Besamim bags with cloves and cinnamon sticks and a card with the 

bracha.

To end this learning journey, we were treated to a very special musical Havdalah on Tuesday (yes, Havdalah can be made till 

Tuesday sunset) with Rav Sendor, which was enjoyed by all.

YEAR 5 JS KESHER REPORT
SARA AMZALAK, Jewish Life Educator & Primary Teacher
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What a huge year it has been for the Yavneh Arts department. As we look back at all the highlights of the Arts in 2022, I guess you 

could say it was like watching the Collingwood football club this year, simply amazing 😊.

The amount of good nachas that shown from all year levels was something that all Art department staff were extremely proud of. 

2022 had some amazing highlights in the Arts and I’m pretty sure no one could pick a favourite event. Here is a list of some great 

Arts events that were at Yavneh this year. 

• Multiple Music Soirees 

• The Bnai Brith Youth Art competition in which Yavneh students received multiple awards.

• The inaugural Yavneh Secondary Arts Festival that ran over 2 nights showcasing all aspects of the Arts from years 7 to 11. 

• The inaugural “Counts Gig” concert showcasing a mixture of classical, jazz, musical theatre and contemporary works 

showcasing Year 10 and VCE Music performances. 

• The VCE Studio Art/ Vis Comm/Media Studies folio night, back after 2 years of being held online. 

The students at Yavneh really showed their immense talent and passion for the Arts this year and it was great to have so much 

support from staff, parents and friends who witnessed these great events. 

I would like to personally thank the Yavneh Secondary Art Department for their dedication and willingness to go the extra mile and 

be part of such an amazing celebration of the Arts. 

Thank you to Mr Groves, Ms Macgregor, Ms Anna Wilson-Cosenza, Mr Halliday-Bayly, Ms Weston and of course our audio 

technical supervisor Nick Karasavvidis who without him, we wouldn’t have been able to hear anything at the music events! Haha! 

Thank you to Senior management for your amazing support throughout the year also! 

The Yavneh Secondary Arts department is proud of all students involved in the Arts and we look forward to an amazing 2023! Kol 

Akavod to all! See you in 2023 and GO PIES! 

YEARLY UPDATE
MICHAEL DASKALOU, Head of Arts and Secondary Teacher
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SPEECH NIGHT
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At Yavneh, we truly treasure welcoming back our old collegians.  The class of 1992 spent Sunday evening reminiscing and 

reconnecting back on campus and via zoom! After 30 years it was fantastic to see so many familiar Yavneh Family faces 

comprising of both old collegians and past staff. The stories, memories, tributes, photos, messages that were shared and the 

noticeable bond of the cohort was exceptionally special. Please keep in touch! We look forward to welcoming you back soon!

30 YEARS OF #LUVYAV!
TANYA SHALTIEL, Executive Director Yavneh Foundation
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