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Our Year 7 2023 students enjoyed their second Transition 

Experience Day in the Secondary School earlier this term. 

Welcomed by Mrs Avigail Wonder, Head of Secondary and 

2023 Head of Year Jaimee Reichenberg, the Year 6s then 

started the day where they participated in lessons in secondary 

school classrooms learning Art, Maths, Tanach, Halacha, 

Media, Science, Tinker and more. 

During recess and lunch, the students chatted with our 2023 

Year 12 students and enjoyed the music and BBQ hosted by the College Captains and the JLife team - making connections that 

will stand them in great stead next year. Some brave Year 6s ventured into games of Backboard Footy with the secondary 

students! 

The day ended with the students davening Mincha in the Shul as part of Secondary Mifgash 

followed by a Q&A Panel Discussion where Year 7 2022 students shared their experiences, 

expertise, and advice for beginning Year 7. The Year 6s asked pointed questions and the Year 

7s provided advice that was practical and positive. 

Students and staff provided wonderful feedback about the day and our Year 6s gained more 

confidence and assurance in spending more time in secondary. 

We look forward to our newest Yavneh secondary students enjoying a smooth transition next 

year B'ezrat Hashem! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAZAL TOVS:
To the Leibler family on Nadav’s Bar Mitzvah.

May you continue to have Nachat from your family.

HESDER BACHURIM MEALS:
If you would like to host the Hesder Bachurim, please 
contact Rae on 8317 2504 or email office@mizrachi.com.au

YEAR 7 2023 - TRANSITION EXPERIENCE DAY
AVIGAIL WONDER, Head of Secondary

    
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

NOVEMBER

Sun 20 Year 12 Graduation &  
 Dinner

Tue 22 Creche 2023   
 Orientation Evening

Wed 23 Prep Nuts N Bolts   
 Evening

Fri 25 Year 8 Father & Son
- Sun 27 Camp

Mon 28 Kinder Orientation   
 Evening

CANDLE LIGHTING:  
Parshat Chayei Sarah

Light Candles: 7:55pm
Shabbat Ends: 8:58pm

mailto:office%40mizrachi.com.au?subject=Hesder%20Bachurim%20Enquiry
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Please let Lynda Pilalis @ l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-students have made Aliya, so we can update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD

Uniform Shop orders can be made via flexischools at present or contactless deliveries via the guardhouse.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
 
The YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your 
donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.
 All proceeds from sales support our Yavneh children via YPO 
projects.

Contact ypo@yavneh.vic.edu.au if you wish to buy or donate 
pre-loved uniforms.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

The ordering system is in place for your convenience. Use Flexischools to order uniforms.

Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform & 
Books Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/
yavnehuniform/ to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books 
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please 
restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand 
books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the 
Facebook page.

Please remember to register the date of your son or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah with Lynda Pilalis at Reception on 9528 4911 or 
email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

BAR/BAT MITZVAH REGISTRATION:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

TANYA SHALTIEL, Executive Director Yavneh Foundation

A huge thank you to everyone who donated or supported 

Leibler Yavneh College through “The Study Project” Appeal 

this year.  

We thank all our matchers, donors, parent and student 

volunteers and the wider community for their commitment, 

time, and generosity. We are so grateful to have such an 

incredible community.

Your support this year has allowed us to raise over $416,000 

to build a new VCE Study Centre for the students of Leibler 

Yavneh College. 

We are most grateful for your ongoing support of our school 

and are delighted to be able to share this opportunity with you.

THERE'S STILL TIME!

We are going to keep our Appeal page live until the end of 

November in case anybody missed out. Please go to 

http://yavnehgivingday.org.au/

For any further information regarding giving opportunities, 

please contact:

BENJI JOTKOWITZ – Foundation Chair

TANYA SHALTIEL – Executive Director – Yavneh Foundation 

EMAIL: foundation@yavneh.vic.edu.au

mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:ypo%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
http://yavnehgivingday.org.au/
mailto:foundation%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - CHAYEI SARAH

ROCHEL TILSON, Secondary Jewish Studies Teacher

This week Yavneh commemorated Rabbi Sack’s second Yahrtzeit with a day of learning in his honour.  It is therefore only fitting 

that this week’s Dvar Torah comes from the writings of Rabbi Sacks.

Avraham had been through two traumatic events involving the people most precious in the world to him. The first was when 

Hashem told him to offer his son Yitzchak as a sacrifice, after he had waited for a lifetime to have a son with Sarah, and only at the 

last moment did the command come from Heaven saying, “Stop!” How does a father, or a son, survive a trauma like that?

Then came grief. Sarah, Avraham’s beloved wife, died. She had been his constant companion, sharing the journey with him as 

they left behind all they knew, their land, their birthplace, and their families. What does a man of 137 years do after such a trauma 

and such a loss?

He had done everything God had asked of him. Yet he could hardly say that God’s promises had been fulfilled. Seven times he 

had been promised the land of Canaan, yet he owned not one square inch of it, not even a place in which to bury his wife. God 

had promised him many children, a great nation, many nations, as many as the grains of sand on the shore and the stars in the 

sky. Yet he had only one son of the covenant, Yitzchak, whom he had almost lost, and who had no wife or children. Avraham had 

every reason to spend the rest of his days in sadness and memory.Yet he did not.

In one of the most extraordinary sequences of words in the Torah, his grief is described in a mere five Hebrew words: in English, 

“Avraham mourned for Sarah and wept for her” (Bereishit 23:2). Next we read, “Then Avraham rose from his grief.”

From then on, he engaged in a flurry of activity with two aims in mind: first, buy a plot of land for Sarah; second, find a wife for his 

son. These actions precisely match the two Divine promises: of land and descendants. Avraham did not wait for God to act. He 

understood one of the profoundest truths of Judaism: that God is waiting for us to act. How did he have the energy to keep going, 

after almost losing his child and actually losing his partner? What gave Avraham his resilience, his ability to survive, spirit intact?

I learned the answer from the Holocaust survivors I had the privilege to know. They became my mentors in moral courage. Most 

of them did not talk about the past. Instead they set about creating a new life in a new land. They looked forward, not back. First 

they built a future. Only then – sometimes forty or fifty years later – did they speak about the past. That was when they told their 

story, first to their families, then to the world. First you have to build a future. Only then can you mourn the past.

Avraham heard the future calling to him, saying: The next step depends on you. That is how Avraham survived the shock and 

grief.

God enters our lives as a call from the future. If we listen closely enough, we can hear Him beckoning to us from the far horizon 

of time, urging us to undertake a journey and a task that we were created for. We are not here by accident. We are here because 

God wants us to be, and because there is a task we were meant to fulfil. Discovering that task is not easy, and often takes many 

years and false starts. But for each of us there is something God is calling on us to do, a future not yet made that awaits our 

making.

בס׳׳ד
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FROM KINDER TO PREP
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yavneh Early Learning Centre

It’s such an exciting and fun time for you and your child as you 

transition from our ELC into Yavneh Prep. Having your child put 

on a school uniform and wave goodbye to you to start Prep 

is a big deal. We have loved spending the year getting your 

children as prepared as possible for this enormous milestone, 

but parents, too, have a vital role to play in this process.

Starting school involves a complex interplay between a range 

of developmental domains. Cognitive competencies alone are 

not sufficient. Social, emotional, and physical skills are equally 

important and are equal in importance when considering 

if a child is ready for school. The human brain is a highly 

interrelated organ, and its many functions operate in a co-

ordinated fashion. Cognitive, emotional, and social capacities 

are inextricably linked. For example, emotional and social 

competencies, are an essential foundation for developing 

cognitive capacities. Children cannot learn if they have 

immature social skills or are still developing basic emotional 

skills.

There is an abundance of academic research which shows that 

children who enter school ready to learn, make more academic 

gains than their under-prepared peers. Similarly, there is a 

significant corpus of research that confirms that parental 

involvement in learning is a key indicator in determining a 

child’s subsequent academic success.

 Young children learn best through play. During play children 

acquire and use language, form, and test hypotheses, 

negotiate, problem-solve, and develop key mathematical ideas. 

These are essential skills for learning. When engaged in play 

activities it is important for parents to look for opportunities to 

extrapolate rich learning experiences. In doing so, learning is 

meaningful and relevant to the child.

Let’s break this down further:

EMOTIONAL SKILLS:

Children need to develop confidence and resilience to be successful learners. Parents can support this by doing the following:

• Model and praise confidence

• Discuss how you can “bounce back” from adversities

• Support your child when they experience disappointment or setbacks (avoid the temptation to shield them from these 

experiences)

• Encourage children’s efforts – focus on the process and not the final result

• Use praise sparingly for maximum effect



6

בס׳׳ד

CONTINUED

• Encourage your child to take calculated risks

• Develop your child’s emotional vocabulary

• Allow your child to develop a sense of independence and to take on appropriate responsibility

SOCIAL SKILLS:

Social skills are crucial if a child is to make a successful start to school. Academic learning cannot take place if a child is unable to 

socialise with their peers or participate in collaborative activities in a classroom. Many parents assume that children develop social 

skills naturally, almost like the process of osmosis, however, research shows that social skills need to be explicitly taught. Parents 

can do the following to assist:

• Provide opportunities for your child to share their toys with peers. You will need to model 

how to share

• Allow your child to role-play social situations e.g., resolving conflicts

• Use puppets to rehearse adverse social situations

• Provide opportunities to play games where there is a winner and a loser

• Discuss how characters deal with various social situations when reading books

PHYSICAL SKILLS:

Children need to develop a range of both gross and fine motor skills before starting school. 

Interestingly, there is a significant body of research which confirms that physical developmental 

milestones are essential prerequisites for cognitive development. E.g., crawling establishes 

neural pathways in the brain essential for reading and writing. Simple activities you can do at 

home to strengthen this include:

• Using pegs

• Playing with playdough

• Manipulating Lego or other construction toys

• Use a range of writing materials such as crayons, textas etc

• Arrange fridge magnets in patterns

• Puzzle building

• Threading

• Paper folding (origami)

• Using scissors

• Play hopscotch

• Kick, though, bounce etc balls

• Climb, ride bikes, dance, roll, skip with a skipping rope

• Practice putting on the uniform and doing up buttons and zips



7

בס׳׳ד

PRIMARY PE UPDATE
JOCELYN HURLEY, Primary HPE Teacher & eLearning Co-ordinator

Where possible, the PE department will teach activities related 

to the sport in season. In winter we will teach football (AFL and 

soccer) and in terms 1 and 4 we like to teach cricket and small 

ball sports. Students enjoy learning the sports that they see on 

TV and can go to on the weekend. Students that play cricket 

on the weekends enjoy talking about their run rate, the catches 

they took and how close they were to bowling someone out. 

The focus always starts with hand eye coordination, catching, 

throwing games and teamwork. Prep and Year 1 will mostly 

keep working on these skills explicitly. As students move up 

through primary school the games become more competitive 

and the focus moves to teams, scoring and preparation for the 

sports they will be playing in interschool competitions in year 6.

CONTINUED

Starting formal school, or ‘big school’ as it is often referred, is a major milestone in a child’s life (and for their parents too). 

For many children, despite being in kinder, starting school presents new challenges such as adult to child ratios are different, 

a bigger physical setting, toilets outside of the classroom and more rules to abide by. However, this does not need to be a 

daunting experience. With correct preparation, starting school can be a positive experience for all parties involved. It is important 

to recognise that whilst this is an important milestone, we should not place too much emphasis on this event, as this can 

sensationalise the event and cause your child unnecessary angst. 

But please remember, no matter how much you do to prepare your child for starting school, there may be a range of emotions 

when they walk through the gate or wave goodbye for the first time.

Don’t worry – tears are part of the journey (both from them and you!) and you’re certainly not alone - I sobbed on each of my 

children’s first prep day. Try to give yourself a little self-care as well.

If you take your time with this major change, give your child opportunities to practice their different skills, expose them to a range 

of experiences and encourage them with praise and love, you will help give your child the best start to this important and exciting 

next step in their lives.
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AN INVESTIGATION INTO RACHEL’S TOMB
PNINA LANDAU, Primary Jewish Studies Teacher

Yud Aleph Cheshvan marked the anniversary of the Yahrzeit of 

Rachel Imeinu. To mark the special event, Year 6 students were 

tasked with investigating Rachel’s burial place, and how it has 

changed since her passing.

Below are a few samples of the students’ research findings. 

Kever Rachel (Rachels tomb) was built by Yaakov in 2005 of the 

Jewish year. Rachel died on the journey from Lavan’s house in 

Charan to Eretz Canaan, in the city of Bet Lechem. 

Yaakov buried Rachel on the side of the road. Why? Why didn’t 

he walk her to Chevron, to the cave of the couples where 

everyone else from his family was buried? Yaakov buried her on 

the way because when the Jewish people would be exiled from 

Israel, they would have somewhere to pray and cry for help. 

When Yaakov built the tomb it looked like a house on the side of 

the road, but now when you go to the tomb, or look at pictures 

you will see that there is a tall wall to keep terrorists out and only 

two entrances with a lot more security. 

BY JUDAH WISEMAN

From the fifth century CE until the mid-1800s, Rachel’s tomb 

was marked by a tiny dome. In 1841, Sir Moses Montefiore and 

his wife added walls to the dome and a room where visitors 

could find shelter from the weather when they come to daven 

at the grave. Yaakov and his sons buried Rachel “And Jacob 

erected a monument on her grave.” Rachel was buried on the 

way and not with the other Imahot in Maarat Hamachpelah as 

in the future, following the destruction of the first Temple in 423 

BCE, the Jews would be forced into exile to Babylon and would 

pass Rachel’s tomb where she was buried and daven to her for 

help. 

BY SHIRLEY VAKNIN AND KEZIA GILLIS

Rachel was buried in Kever Rachel on the way to Eretz Canaan 

in Beit Lechem. It used to be a small tomb on the side of the 

road but now it has a protective wall around it. In 1948 the 

Arabs built their own cemetery around the tomb. Rachel was 

buried on the side of the road in Beit Lechem so, when the first 

Beit Hamikdash was destroyed, Bnei Yisrael could pass that 

place and daven to their mother Rachel for help.

BY SARAH COHEN AND GOLDIE FINBERG 



9

בס׳׳ד

GRANDPARENTS AND SPECIAL FRIENDS MORNING
HAILEY JOUBERT, Head of Primary

Grandparents and Special Friends morning held on Tuesday, hosted by our excited Year 2 children, was such a wonderful 

gathering of people who are dear to us. Everyone young and older enjoyed their time together. The opening songs were 

beautifully and proudly performed. The way the children, grandparents and special friends interacted whilst completing activities 

and making precious memories gave us much naches.

We are grateful to our guests for spending their time with us. We thank our Year 2 teachers for supporting the children to prepare 

and for organising wonderful activities for the event.
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YEAR 9 YOU PROGRAM
ASHLEE EPSTEIN, Head of Jewish Life Programs & Primary Jewish Studies Teacher

STUMBLING BLOCKS
GIDEON KATZ, Head of Education Support Secondary

Last term, our Year 9s participated in the YOU Program. The 

YOU Program combines the importance of Chessed and 

Tikkun Olam through community service. The Year 9s valued 

their time spent with the organisations and were able to gain 

knowledge about the many social issues that exist within 

the world and what we can do to help. We were extremely 

fortunate to form a partnership with CCare, RSPCA, Emmy 

Monash, Smile on Seniors, FoodFilled, Access Inc & the Posh 

Opp Shoppe. We look forward to our students continuing to be 

involved in community service and chessed in the future! Here 

are a couple reflections from students who participated in the 

YOU Program...

It was a really cool and special to give back to the community and I was able to learn a lot about the organisation.

ASHLEY GOLD

We learnt what to do if someone doesn’t want to keep their pet, the importance of adopting and how we can volunteer for RSPCA.

TEAGAN BERKOWITZ 

I realised that there are always people that need our help and it’s amazing that we have so many organisations that are set up to 

help others.

YEHUDA MOSS

I learnt that the animals have been through a lot and they really need families to support them and help them live.

OREL MORRIS

Do not place a stumbling block before the blind. This is one of the most clearly stated mitzvot in the Torah and one that is a key 

idea in teaching today. As teachers, we have an obligation to ensure that we do not place any barriers in place that inhibit our 

student’s ability to learn. Not only is it our obligation to ensure that we don’t place barriers in front of our students, but we should 

also be proactively removing barriers to allow our students to have access the education that they are entitled to.

When students sit down in a classroom, it may appear that they are all receiving the same, equal instruction. However, if we look 

more deeply, is the student who needs glasses and can’t see the board having equal access to their education? By providing that 

student with the glasses that they need, and sitting them in the front of the class, we aren’t giving them any added benefit, we are 

just making the classroom a more equal space. By creating learning opportunities for students that are more accessible, we are 

enabling all students to express their skills and knowledge in a way that we as teachers can more visibly see their success.

If we want students to have equal opportunities to learn, teachers need to be proactive, ensuring we are giving our students the 

opportunities to engage with their learning in a way that is meaningful and accessible. This extra work for the teachers can make 

all the difference in the world to those students that require these changes. Teachers are constantly making small adjustments 

for students, whether it be more explicitly explaining a concept to a student or finding a resource that a student may find more 

interesting, these small adjustments and changes can make the largest impact.

Teachers are very aware of the needs that our students have and by having this awareness we are well equipped in providing 

our students with the means to achieve success in the classroom. By being more conscious in making the adjustments for our 

students we can remove that stumbling block that impacted on our students’ abilities to learn.
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Monday 

Mischakim  
From Back to The Temple Monopoly to Mitzvah Match and many games 
in between, every Monday students can play Jewish games individually 
or in small groups, learning and having fun simultaneously.

Who: Year 2-3 | When: Monday | Time: 12.30-1.00pm |  

Where: Beit Midrash

Tuesday 

Junior Omanut  
Through project-based learning, students will undertake a Jewish art 
project and work together to build, create and design their original 
masterpieces.

Who: Prep-Year 2 | When: Tuesday | Time: 12.30-1.00pm |  

Where: Room 8

Wednesday 

Omanut  
Through project-based learning, students will undertake a Jewish art 
project and work together to build, create and design their original 
masterpieces.

Who: Year 2-6 | When: Wednesday | Time: 12.30-1.00pm |  

Where: Beit Midrash

PRIMARY CLUBS

LUNCHTIME CLUBS:

JEWISH LIFE  
presents

Jewish life 

בס”ד

TERM 4
CLUBS

LEIBLER
YAVNEH
COLLEGE

Thursday

TnT   
To extend the upper Primary in their Torah learning, students will receive 
afternoon tea and delve deeper into the teachings of key personalities 
who shaped Jewish thought. 

Who: Year 4-6 | When: Thursday | Time: 12.30-1.00pm |  

Where: Beit Midrash
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Monday

Rav Berlin’s Gemara Shiur  
Students will learn Mesechet Ta’anit cover to cover over the year, giving 
them the unique opportunity of completing a Mesechet of Gemara.

Who: Year 7-12 | When: Monday & Thursday | Time: 7.30-8.15am |  

Where: Beit Midrash

Tuesday 

Hummus Sababa  
Students learn deep ideas and unpack sources in chavrutot, whilst 
enjoying homemade hummus.

Who: Year 7-12 | When: Tuesday | Time: 1.10-2.00pm |  

Where: Beit Midrash

J-Words  
Students will enjoy a range of Parsha themed word games, from 
Scrabble to Bananagrams and all word-related fun in between. 

Who: Year 7-8 | When: Tuesday | Time: 1.10-1.30pm |  

Where: Beit Midrash

Wednesday 

Beit Café  
At Beit Café, students will explore insights into the Parsha each week 
using the midrash and other classic and contemporary sources.

Who: Year 7-12 | When: Wednesday | Time: 1.30-1.50pm |  

Where: Beit Midrash

LUNCHTIME CLUBS:

JEWISH LIFE  
presents

בס”ד

TERM 4
CLUBS

LEIBLER
YAVNEH
COLLEGE

Thursday 

Rav Berlin’s Gemara Shiur  
Students will learn Mesechet Ta’anit cover to cover over the year, giving 
them the unique opportunity of completing a Mesechet of Gemara.

Who: Year 7-12 | When: Monday & Thursday | Time: 7.30-8.15am |  

Where: Beit Midrash

Cooking Up Shabbat Spirit  
In preparation for Shabbat, students can make cholent together with 
the Jewish Life Team to be served to Secondary students at Friday 
lunchtime, enhancing the Shabbat spirit.

Who: Year 7-12 | When: Thursday | Time: 1.10-1.40pm |  

Where: Benches outside Hamakom

Friday

Rav Berlin’s Parsha Shiur   
Students will learn deep ideas from the weekly parsha.

Who: Year 7-12 | When: Friday | Time: 7.30-9.00am |  

Where: Beit Midrash

RECESS CLUBS:

929  
Students will learn extra Tanach regularly, to complete all 929 Prakim  
of Tanach in three years. Each session will be accompanied by  
delicious snacks.

Who: Year 7-12 | When: Monday-Friday recess | Time: 10.55-11.15am |  

Where: Beit Midrash

SECONDARY CLUBS Jewish life 
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https://csgvic.link/changemakersinourcommunity

