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‘In an effective classroom, students should not only know what 

they are doing, they should also know the why and how.’ Harry 

Wong

As our VCE students are deep in the throes of their exams, we 

feel confident that they have been set up for a successful 

examination experience, by the explicit teaching of study skills 

and the host of programs they have participated in throughout 

the year. 

In the lead up to the VCE exams, all VCE students participated 

in a series of sessions for our ‘Setting Up for Success’ program 

designed especially for our Year 11 and 12 students. They 

learned how to better manage stress, develop good study 

habits and successfully handle the pressures of VCE. Dr Tammy 

Tempelhof, a clinical psychologist, and Yavneh parent, helped to build an understanding of 

ways to combat stress, delivering an engaging and inspiring presentation to students. 

Additionally, Dr Jared Cooney Horvath, an educational neurologist, and author of Stop 

Talking, Start Influencing: 12 Insights from Brain Science to Make Your Message Stick, joined 

us via zoom from the US, to teach students how the brain works, providing tips to make the 

best use of their time. Some important messages he offered were to space out study, instead 

of cramming, with a focus on recalling information to build long term memory, rather than 

simply reading through notes. He provided students with strategies to recall information, and 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAZAL TOVS:
To the Rosenbaum family n the birth of a baby boy.

To the Lewis family on Zara’s Bat Mitzvah.

May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

HESDER BACHURIM MEALS:
If you would like to host the Hesder Bachurim, please 
contact Rae on 8317 2504 or email office@mizrachi.com.au

ALLOWING RISK-TAKING
SHOSHI VORCHHEIMER, Director of Teaching and Learning

    
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

NOVEMBER

Tue 8 Year 6 into Year 7   
 Experience Day

Wed 9 Year 7 & 10   
 Immunisation Day

Thu 10 SK Ma'Avar - Visit to  
 Nagle Avenue

CANDLE LIGHTING:  
Parshat Lech Lecha

Light Candles: 7:40pm
Shabbat Ends: 8:41pm

mailto:office%40mizrachi.com.au?subject=Hesder%20Bachurim%20Enquiry
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his number one tip was to attempt as many practice exams in the same setting as the VCE exams. A panel of Yavneh alumni, 

involving Aaron Corne, Dahlia Paneth, Ruby Alford and Emma Jaffa, also led sessions providing tips and approaches to the study 

period that they found beneficial when they encountered VCE exams. Their practical and relatable strategies really spoke to our 

students.  

From year 7-12, our students have benefited from the Elevate Education program, with speakers from Elevate running workshops 

on time management, memory mnemonics and study skills. Additionally, webinar sessions have been organised for parents of 

the College, throughout the year. The final 3 sessions will begin on Wednesday the 9th of November, on Stress and Wellbeing, 

focusing on tangible strategies parents can use to help alleviate the feelings of stress and anxiety in the lead up to exams. Please 

watch for the Compass communications which will be informing you of these webinars, with an accompanying link to access 

them.

Similarly addressing our students from Year 7 – 10, our teachers enjoyed professional development with our very own Rachel 

Kolber, who provided approaches and strategies for our teachers, to help them teach study skills explicitly to our students. In the 

lead up to our SATs and examinations, starting on the 30th of November, our teachers will be providing exam and SAT revision 

booklets for our students and have already started teaching study strategies to our students in the lead up to our semester 

assessments. We wish our students hatzlacha raba on their upcoming assessments!

CONTINUED
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - LECH LECHA

CHAIM COWEN, Deputy Principal, Head of Jewish Studies

As we sat anxiously in the Yavneh situation room, watching the BoM (or is it ‘the Bureau’?) as it toyed with the feasibility of sports 

day, I was reminded of the phrase employed by Robert Burns in his poem To a Mouse: ‘The best laid schemes o' mice an' men / 

Gang aft agley’. Or in Standard English, ‘The best laid schemes of mice and men / Go often askew’. This notion, so pertinent in 

our own tradition, is reflected in the Yiddish aphorism mun tracht un Got lacht, mankind plans while G-d laughs.

At face value this concept appears disheartening. It invites feelings of helplessness and vulnerability. It seems to hark back to 

ancient pagan theology where human beings were perceived as mere toys, tossed about at the pleasure of the gods. However, 

the journey of our forefather Avraham, which will be read from the Torah this week points to a very different way of understanding 

plans that have gone awry.

Within a short while of arriving at his intended destination, the land of Canaan (now Israel), Avraham is forced by famine to 

relocate to Egypt. In a tale of journeying to the Promised Land, it appears that this is a misstep, an unfortunate detour as a result 

of unforeseen natural circumstances. In the context of our own lives, it is the traffic on the way to an important meeting or the 

wrong turn on the way to our holiday destination. Worse still, it reflects those dreams and aspirations which we once had, only to 

have seen them disintegrate in the presence of illness and loss.

However, when narrating Avraham’s eventual return to Canaan, the Torah states as a passing comment: Now Avram was very rich 

in livestock, in silver and in gold. While there had been much pain, there had also been gain. Often we are so bent on arriving at 

our destination that we forget about what we will do when we get there. Avraham may well have arrived and settled in Canaan, but 

his influence may too have been diminished were it not for the resources he gained via his detour to Egypt.

Whilst the reasons for our own personal detours are rarely crystal clear, one thing we do know is that, to quote the Psalmist, a 

person's steps are directed by G-d. The downs, in many ways more so than the ups, are what give us meaning and purpose in 

this world. While we pray for G-d to give us only revealed good in the future, G-d prays that we reveal the good in that which He 

has already given us in the past.
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Please let Lynda Pilalis @ l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-students have made Aliya, so we can update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD

Uniform Shop orders can be made via flexischools at present or contactless deliveries via the guardhouse.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
 
The YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your 
donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.
 All proceeds from sales support our Yavneh children via YPO 
projects.

Contact ypo@yavneh.vic.edu.au if you wish to buy or donate 
pre-loved uniforms.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

The ordering system is in place for your convenience. Use Flexischools to order uniforms.

Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform & 
Books Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/
yavnehuniform/ to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books 
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please 
restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand 
books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the 
Facebook page.

Please remember to register the date of your son or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah with Lynda Pilalis at Reception on 9528 4911 or 
email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

BAR/BAT MITZVAH REGISTRATION:

mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:ypo%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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FROM KINDER TO PREP
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yavneh Early Learning Centre

Starting” Big School” is an exciting chapter in your child’s life and here at Leibler Yavneh College, your child is in very good 

hands.  We make the experience a positive one for all our children as we embark on this transition together. We value close 

partnerships with families, knowing, and understanding the difference this makes to the educational outcomes of our students.

Our wonderful Maavar program ensures a smooth transition into school life, ensuring your child is confident and comfortable 

in their new environment. The program focus is all about building familiarity for your child and removing the “unknown” factors. 

Students get to know their teacher and peers experiencing the classroom and school environment over the period of Term 4.

By the time they enter school, children have already developed key communication, learning, and thinking skills; learnt to build 

and maintain relationships and formed a strong sense of their own identity. These skills and knowledge are the foundation for 

learning at school, and for lifelong learning.

One of the highlights of our Maavar program is meeting our Buddies. Last week our senior kinder children were introduced to 

their current Year 5 buddy. The Year 5 students travelled to our campus by bus and both their excitement and that of our SK 

children, was electric. After the initial shyness, the noise, the energy, the connections, and the exhilaration filled the air as our 

buddies worked together, ate together, played together, and laughed together.

The goals of linking children going into Prep with an older school student are many:

• To develop relationships between the younger and older children.

• Enhancing the sense of a friendly and supportive school community. 

• There are benefits for the older buddy in acknowledging their leadership, responsibility, and pride as well as their ability to be 

helpful.

• Promote social and support networks for children beginning Prep and promotes a sense of community and belonging in the 

school.

It was heart-warming to watch these bonds being formed. The Grade 5’s are to be commended on their warmth and patience. We 

look forward to seeing our Buddies again at our next Maavar session on Thursday 10 November.



5

בס׳׳ד

YEAR 3 SLEEPOVER
LEIGH RONCON & MELANIE ADELIST, Primary General Studies Teacher

The Year 3 sleepover was a resounding success! An evening filled with fun, friends, and food was always destined to be a thrill.   

An excited arrival followed by a group photo, which later would become a magnet and keepsake for each child. Our J-Life team 

engaged our students in some wonderful craft activities linked to Yavneh Poreyach, followed by a high energy ruach session. It 

was then onwards to the Lamm Hall to locate and set up their bed before supper. Finally, it was time to relax in front of a movie, 

before some much-needed shut-eye.   

The following day began the same way the previous day ended – excited and enthused! Breakfast was waiting for the students 

once they had reorganised their belongings, packed up and tidied the hall. The day’s program began with an engaging General 

Studies Trivia game before moving onto a beautiful Jewish Studies art activity. After a scrumptious hot dog lunch, students 

continued to let their creative juices flow in Hebrew and ended the day on a high with JLife.   

An enormous thank you to all the staff who contributed to make the 2022 Year 3 Sleepover a huge success. A special mention to 

Morah Rivka and the epic JLife team for organising and running such an incredible sleepover. The Year 3 students and teachers 

are grateful for all the effort and support from the Year 3 team. The students and their families should be very proud of the 

behaviour and conduct the students displayed as they supported each other and the staff during the event.

Here's what some of the students had to say:  

“I enjoyed spending time with my friends and the overall experience” – Max 

“I thought the movie was the best part” – Jacob 

“I liked the trivia because my team won” – Leo 

“The sleepover was the best and I want another one!” – Laila 

“I liked the flower art activity because it was fun getting to do arts and crafts”- Miri, Kayla E 

“It was fun to choose what we wanted for breakfast” – Benji K 

“I loved how we started building our Noah’s Arks” – Tamar 

“I liked when I was waiting for all my friends to come at the start and how we got frozen juice cups at the end of the day” – Ella S 

“It was fun when we took the picture together because now I have a memory of the Year 3 sleepover” – Mikaela, Aviva, Daniel V  

“I was excited to see who the people were sleeping next to when we got in the hall” – Micah 

“I liked decorating the Shma cards in the JS activity and eating hot dogs” – Benji G 

“I really like how much effort was put into the whole thing” – Eliana, Ella K 

“I was really excited to be with my friends in the night” – Tali  

“I loved all the things but sleeping over and watching the movie were my top favourites” – Nora, Gabe  

“I like that I got to sleep next to my friends” – Isaac, Seth 

“It was the BEST sleepover ever” – Daniel B 

“I enjoyed the ruach and how everyone knew the dances” – Noa, Kayla B, Azi, Chad  
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CONTINUED
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YEAR 5 JEWISH STUDIES
HAYA EPSTEIN, Primary Jewish Studies Teacher

We recently celebrated the conclusion of the cycle of the reading of the Torah on Simchat Torah and have the privilege to begin 

reading and learning from the Torah all over again from Bereshit.

While the stories of the parshiyot of Bereshit are familiar to the students, every week we will be having exciting and different 

activities which will animate these stories. For Parshat Bereshit, the students were split into groups and were required to complete 

puzzles which each reflected a day of Creation and find the relevant psukim in the Chumash, while for Parshat Noach all the 

students dressed up as the various animals and characters of the story. 

Each week we will continue to learn about the various middot and broader lessons of these foundational stories which form the 

basis of our Jewish identity.
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YEAR 8 STEAM: ENGINEERING FOR EARTH 
DAWN MACGREGOR, Head of Class Y7A, Secondary & STEAM Teacher

PRESENTATION FOR ‘STEM EXCELLENCE COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE’ AT THE TOYOTA CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE.

Recently, Kimberley Bruce, our former Head of Science, and I were invited to present and showcase the Year 8 Engineering for 

Earth STEAM unit of work, at the STEM Excellence Community of Practice run by STAV (Science Teachers Association of Victoria) 

in partnership with Toyota and the University of Melbourne. The presentation took place at the Toyota Centre of Excellence in 

Altona – Toyota is instrumental in sponsoring design, innovation, and validation in STEM education.

It was a highly engaging program, and we were able to demonstrate our knowledge of STEM education and its importance to 

learning for students in their everyday life. STEM education teaches critical thinking skills and instils a passion for innovation. 

Beyond the benefit of learning science, technology, engineering and math, STEM assists in the problem-solving and exploratory 

learning that fuels success across a variety of tasks and disciplines. At Yavneh, we run the Year 8 Engineering for Earth as a termly 

elective. Therefore, the unit is designed to be flexible enough for terms that are slightly shorter and those which are longer than 

the average 10-week term. 

The purpose of the Engineering for Earth unit is for students to explore the various roles of environmental engineers. It has been 

tied to the curriculum in the areas of Science, Design Technology, Mathematics and Art as well as some of the general capabilities 

and cross-curriculum priorities.

The unit begins by asking students to explore a key role of environmental engineers – cleaning the environment. Students learn 

details about the Exxon Valdez oil spill and then use the scientific method to determine the best method of cleaning up an oil spill 

from an economic, social, and environmental perspective, and use their data results to evaluate the difficulties in dealing with oil 

released into our waters. During reflection, students make the link to ‘Sustainable Development Goal 6 (SDG6)’ – clean water and 

sanitation.

Simulated Oil Spill in the OceanA student working out the density 
of oil and water to determine the 
most environmentally efficient/
cost efficient way to clean up oil 
spills. 

Comparing the effectiveness of oil spill clean-up methods with 
cost of each oil spill clean-up method based on the perspective of 
Environmental Engineers and an oil company owner. 

Once students understand some of the technologies that are used to clean an oil spill, they are taken on an excursion to the 

Western Treatment Plant. Their excursion is guided by the inquiry question: How can the Western Treatment Plant help Melbourne 

to thrive and adapt to an uncertain future? They use this inquiry question to design a social media campaign to raise awareness 

about recycling water and having enough water for double the population.
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The final part to this unit is linked to the ‘Sustainable 

Development Goal 3 (SDG3) – ensure healthy lives and 

promote well-being for all at all ages. Students explore the 

causes of air pollution and then use their knowledge to create 

an indoor air filter.

During the unit students realised they enjoyed the process of 

applying what they learnt in Maths and Science to what they 

were doing in Engineering for Earth. The class had to be paced 

in increments because of the array of leaning abilities, and to 

keep all students engaged. It created a routine in the 

classroom where teaching and learning came together, and 

students began working more autonomously and became 

more curious as they realised what they were learning was 

applicable to the real world and it broadened their horizons. 

The biggest win of this unit is that students were engaged in 

their learning, owned the outcome of the designs, and took a 

proactive interest in applying their knowledge. The biggest 

takeaway from completing the Excellence in STEM program is 

from a pedagogical perspective, as completing this project has 

enabled us as teachers to make more connections across the 

curriculum and what is happening in the world at the time. It 

also helped to provide more access points for students who 

need additional support.

Accessing Prior Knowledge before the excursion Brainstorming solutions for the social medica campaign.

Social media campaign to raise 
awareness about recycling 
water and having enough water 
for Melbourne’s expanding 
population.

What design of filter will be the 
best method for clean up? 
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JEWISH STUDIES IN THE VCE YEARS

CHAIM COWEN, Deputy Principal, Head of Jewish Studies

Here we are in the VCE exam period – for many the pinnacle of their general studies schooling, when in a couple of hours 

students are expected to translate 12+ years of schooling into terse answers that cover off on all aspects of their examiners 

rubric. It is thus of little surprise that as students enter into Years 11 and 12, the VCE years, they can become quite singularly 

focussed on the various SACs and exams that loom and invest less attention towards their friends, family and even towards their 

Jewish heritage.

There are multiple approaches towards this challenge. Some advocate for the removal or minimisation (chas v’shalom) of Torah 

study and/or tefilla from our students schedules. Others argue to keep them in place but not be overly-sensitive if students do 

not take full advantage of these opportunities. Yavneh however, pursues a third approach. While we ensure that Torah learning 

and tefilla are a non-negotiable element of our VCE students’ schedules (reflecting that their value is never offset in life, not even 

by the tightest deadlines and the most pressured of jobs) we actively work to ensure that the classes offered are stimulating and 

engaging, and are driven by student choice.

As adults we like to choose what we learn. Unlike in school where subjects are imposed based on what is necessary for the 

healthy development of mind and soul, as adults we zero in on the areas of study that we deeply relate to, are curious about or 

within which we feel deficient. Likewise, as students arrive at the senior levels of Yavneh, they are given choices in their general 

studies education – they can choose between the humanities, sciences or the arts and in what dose they will explore any or all of 

them. In a similar vein, over the past number of years, in addition to our classic text-based Torah subjects we have begun offering 

a range of over 20 electives, each which run for a term at a time – providing a short but significant insight into a fascinating area of 

Jewish learning.

Student engagement, evidenced by our termly feedback surveys, has been outstanding, and we are excited to be continuously 

adding to the range of courses on offer. Indeed, in 2023 we are excited to welcome Dr David Solomon – one of the world’s leading 

Jewish History scholars and educators – who will be running three courses; Mastering Jewish History – The Essential Overview, 

Great Battles in Jewish History and Great Women of Jewish History. Additionally, we are excited to welcome back our alumnus 

Batya Maron who will be teaching a course Women & Halacha which elicited rave reviews from students when it ran back in 2021.

We are proud to be catering to student interest and satisfying their curiosity with authentic Torah learning and perspectives. And 

we are thrilled that our students, despite the pressures of VCE, are taking up these opportunities with gusto and appreciation.
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THE STUDY PROJECT!

TANYA SHALTIEL, Executive Director Yavneh Foundation

On Tuesday 15th November we are holding our annual giving day, and this year we are raising funds for a new VCE Study Centre.

Leibler Yavneh College’s outstanding VCE Program requires a study space to support and match our VCE excellence.

This new and exciting initiative comprises both a quiet area and three break-out rooms that can be used for individual teacher/

student tutorials and small study groups.  The new study space will be in close proximity to Leadership team members and the 

VCE Co-ordinator, providing both assistance and supervision for the students.

Your support together with generous donations from our community are needed to ensure that we can continue to provide first 

class opportunities and facilities for our students. Please help us help them be the best they can be!

Your donation will be acknowledged on a recognition board with the following levels:

$1800 - WISDOM חכמה

$720 - UNDERSTANDING הבנה

$360 - LEARNING למידה

Thanks to our generous matching partners, all donations made by our Giving Day will be MATCHED!

We need your support to help make this a reality. Please click on the link to donate today.  http://yavnehgivingday.org.au/

We thank you for your generosity.

http://yavnehgivingday.org.au/
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WE'RE GOING KOSHER!

LET'S CATCH UP FOR COFFEE.

 
263-265 CARLISLE ST, BALACLAVA

LAUNCHING 7TH NOVEMBER 
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Book your tickets here at: 
https://tinyurl.com/bake-with-ella

Thursday 10 November @ 7:45pm
Yavneh Lamm Hall

Contact Belinda on 0417 015 472 
if you have any questions

$25

Make your own fun and fancy 
colour challah with Ella! 

Then sit back and relax as she shows us how to take your
cake-making skills up a notch with a delicious and

delightfully creative deco sponge roll demonstration.

Winner of The Great
 Australian Bake Off

2022
 

 Bake Colour Challah
with Ella! 

Ella is a Creative Copywriter, home baker
and mum of three young kids, living in
Sydney. She won The Great Australian
Bake Off earlier this year, demonstrating
her talent for concocting playful and
creative bakes inspired by her children. 
Ella bakes everything, from the quick and
simple to the fancy and fabulous, but one
thing is for sure - they will always put a
smile on your face.

follow her creations on Instagram @ellasplaybakes
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Dr Naomi Marmon Grumet
Director of the Eden Center

Dr Jordana Hyman
OBGYN Fertility Specialist
at Shaare Zedek Hospital

Wed, 9th Nov Thu, 10th Nov Shabbat, 12th Nov
Fertility Issues: Private
Concern or Community
Challenge?

Mikvah - Waters of Purity and
Power During Life Changes and
Challenges

Empowering Yourself With
Knowledge to Embrace Each Stage

Trials and Tribulations of
Parenting - An Ongoing
Process

How We Can Relate to the
Journey of the Avot and Imahot

Mizrachi: Ohr David
81 Balaclava Rd
Time: 8:00pm

547 Inkerman Rd North Caulfield
Time: 9:30 to 10:30am
For Women ages 30-50

The Home of Dr Michal Kaufman
Time: 6:30pm
For Women

Please register at bit.ly/shaarezedekeden or scan the QR code
This event is part of the celebratory launch of the Birkat Emunah, a resource for Jewish couples facing infertility and loss, produced by The Eden Center,
which works to improve the experience of mikveh and promote the spiritual, emotional, intimate and physical health of Jewish women and families.

With Thanks to For any enquiries, please phone 0423471992

http://bit.ly/shaarezedekeden

