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As a child, I always wanted to be a carpenter. I loved measuring, cutting, and 

fitting. I loved woodwork and the rush that came with turning a concept into a 

reality. (I’m not sure why I wrote that in past tense, I love it still.)

Being an educator would seem far from that, however, each year come sukkot, I 

have cause to vent this passion. Bunnings is filled with all types of Yidden 

encountering all types of wood, nails, tools, and heavy machinery. It’s 

wonderfully refreshing and excitingly un-stereotypical. It would be great if we had 

a chag in which we all had to change tyres.

In building my sukkah one year, I employed the services of a team of tradies, 

one of whom was a Rabbi. I looked at this young man with much envy. I have 

seen Rabbi-lawyers, Rabbi-doctors, Rabbi-accountants. But never a Rabbi-

tradie. And I liked it.

Sukkot is about getting out of our comfort zone and trying something new. 

Stepping into a hut, braving the elements, and proving to ourselves that we don’t 

need our usual comforts to have a good time. Sukkot reminds us that happiness 

doesn’t stem from what we own, but rather from whom we are. 

It was in this spirit that Yavneh students have stepped out of their comfort-zones (the air-

conditioned classrooms of 2 Nagle Avenue) and ventured into a broad range of rain-saturated 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAZAL TOVS:
To the Balter family on Zac’s Bar Mitzvah.

To the Kwiat & Yitschaki families on Yael’s Bat Mitzvah.

To the Kramer & Koniarski families on Aaron’s Bar Mitzvah.

To the Adelist family on the birth of a little girl.

To Gideon Katz & Jessica Sneider on the birth of a little 
girl.

May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

CONDOLENCES:
To the Douek family on the passing of Mrs Adele Douek a’h.

To the Lever & Ciechanowski families on the passing of Mrs 
Debra Beleli a’h. 

May your families know no more sorrow.

HESDER BACHURIM MEALS:
If you would like to host the Hesder Bachurim, please 
contact Rae on 8317 2504 or email office@mizrachi.com.au

STEPPING INTO THE SUKKAH BEYOND
CHAIM COWEN, Deputy Principal, Head of Jewish Studies

    
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

OCTOBER 

Mon 24 Roots Night

Wed 26 SK Ma’Avar

Wed 26 VCE English Exam

CANDLE LIGHTING:  
Parshat Bereishit

Light Candles: 7:25pm
Shabbat Ends: 8:25pm

mailto:office%40mizrachi.com.au?subject=Hesder%20Bachurim%20Enquiry
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sukkot during Chol Hamo’ed. Both primary and secondary have visited sukkot of classmates, thanks to families who have 

generously opened their doors. Our Year 10 students took it one level further, venturing into the city to visit the Sukkot that are 

provided there for Jewish people who live the Torah U’Maddah way, ensuring full fidelity to Halacha whilst out and about making a 

living. Whilst there, our students enjoyed a sukkot-themed scavenger hunt in the Melbourne Museum and a session from the Big 

Issue tackling homelessness.

Apropos of these journeys away from comfort zones, our Year 12s have also taken their first step into the great sukkah beyond 

Yavneh. Finishing up with an exciting bevvy of celebrations last Friday – ranging from a special breakfast in the Yavneh sukkah, to 

a tefilla with Nathaniel Pizmony who mentored them in Year 7 davening, to a farewell assembly – our Year 12s are now on a path 

beyond the four walls of Yavneh. But much like the message of sukkot, stepping out of the home reminds us that strength must 

come from within, not from superficial embellishments. Likewise, leaving the Yavneh campus forces our students to look within, 

asking themselves what aspects of Yavneh will endure in their words, hearts, and actions as they forge their own path forward.

We look with pride at our graduates-to-be, assured that whatever path they choose, it will be infused with the perspective granted 

to them through their Torah-learning. No matter whether they pursue becoming an accountant, zoologist, or tradie.

CONTINUED

Please let Lynda Pilalis @ l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-students have made Aliya, so we can update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD

We would like to thank Hayley, who has managed the Uniform Shop for many years. She has raised 
significant funds for the college. Kol Hakavod Hayley!

May Hashem bless you and your family for your chesed.

Uniform Shop orders can be made via flexischools at present or contactless deliveries via the guardhouse.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
 
The YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your 
donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.
 All proceeds from sales support our Yavneh children via YPO 
projects.

Contact Hayley Jaffe (hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au or 
WhatsApp 0409 138 949) if you wish to buy or donate pre-
loved uniforms.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

The ordering system is in place for your convenience. Use Flexischools to order uniforms.

Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform & 
Books Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/
yavnehuniform/ to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books 
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please 
restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand 
books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the 
Facebook page.

Please remember to register the date of your son or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah with Lynda Pilalis at Reception on 9528 4911 or 
email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

BAR/BAT MITZVAH REGISTRATION:

mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - BEREISHIT

CHAIM COWEN, Deputy Principal, Head of Jewish Studies

WHY THE TORAH DOESN’T START WITH AN ALEPH

The Yamim Tovim are now behind us, full storehouses from which we can constantly glean inspiration throughout the course of 

this year. As we open Seder Bereishit this week, we stand at the starting block of the new cycle of Parshiyot and are thus informed 

of important preliminary facts prior to diving headlong into the sea of learning and growing.

Many religious people rarely think about G-d. Sadly, amid the myriad halachic requirements involved in leading a full Jewish life, 

we can often get sidetracked from what it’s all really about.

As Jewish people, we are on a mission. We are here to reveal G-dliness in this world. The Torah thus starts with the second 

letter of the Hebrew alphabet ‘Beit’. That’s in order to tell us that there is a stage (Aleph) that comes prior to learning the Torah: 

appreciating what the Torah is here for and from where it came.

The Torah is neither a history book, nor a book of nice stories. The Torah is a book of truth, given by G-d to His people. With that 

appreciation, the learning that follows will be one imbued with a sense of purpose and direction. We will mine the depths of Torah 

and ensure that it we implement that which we discover into our daily lives.

We must strive to be spirited Jews, fully cognisant of our mission statement and aware of the great privilege and responsibility we 

share.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF NAPTIME
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yavneh Early Learning Centre

Night-time sleep is important, of course, but daytime naps can matter just as much. They’re key for making sure kids get the 

hours of rest they need every day. Plus, they work wonders for kids’ physical health and mood. 

It’s not news to parents that napless days can be full of tantrums and tears. And science backs that up: One study found that 

2-year-olds who skipped their naps were less joyful, more anxious, and had a worse reaction to frustrating events.

As kids grow and develop, naps give their bodies and minds time to rest and recharge during those big changes. One study of 

preschool children found that napping helped them do better at playing a memory game. The ones who got the greatest benefits 

from the nap were those who made a habit of snoozing every day. Research psychologist Rebecca Spencer, with students Kasey 

Duclos and Laura Kurdziel, say their results suggest naps are critical for memory consolidation and early learning. “Essentially we 

are the first to report evidence that naps are important for preschool children,” Spencer says. “Our study shows that naps help 

the kids better remember what they are learning in preschool.” What we now know is that our bodies rejuvenate and grow during 

sleep, and it's crucial for healthy brain development. But insufficient sleep can threaten our ability to learn by jeopardizing the 

memory formation process. To further support this notion, A new study published in Child Development provides initial evidence 

that daytime naps could be beneficial for preschool children's learning of letter-sound skills and letter-sound mappings- these 

abilities are crucial to early reading development. 

So why is this the case?

When we sleep, we process what happened during the day and learn from those events by creating new neural connections. 

During sleep, our memories are solidified and connected to our existing memories, which happens when they transfer from our 

short-term to long-term memory. This process is called memory consolidation and involves structural and chemical changes to 

the cells and networks in our brain. We need these lasting memories for the development of the cognitive ability that enables us to 

reason, problem solve, plan, comprehend and learn—all from our experiences, and all of which make up our IQ.

Less hours of sleep may also affect certain hormones causing them to feel hungrier than they are. These same hormones could 

also affect the child’s energy level. Children who are tired do not have as much energy as those who get the right amount of 

sleep. Due to this, they are not as active and do not get enough exercise which is fundamental to maintaining a healthy body and 

mind.

For young kids to get enough sleep, most need some daytime naptime. Naps provide much-needed downtime that aids the 

important physical and mental development that happens in early childhood. These naps will further help keep young children 

from becoming overtired, 

Encouraging that daytime nap has other preventative physical benefits as well. Studies have shown that a lack of sufficient sleep-

in young children has related to higher incidents of diabetes, heart disease, and obesity in adulthood. What is less known is that 

daytime naps, particularly for toddlers, can reduce the risk later in life of mood-related issues. Naps are a young child’s natural 

way to reduce any sleep deficit. A lack of sleep enhances the tendency to respond to challenges and frustrations in a negative 

way. Over time, this tendency can shape the emotional brain and raise the long-term risk for mood and behavioural problems. 

Experienced teachers have known this for years: A classroom nap enhances your child’s ability to learn. A daytime nap isn’t 

always convenient, but for your child, a good restorative hour or so can do a world of good.
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SUPER SUKKAH HOPPING
HAILEY JOUBERT, Head of Primary & CHAVI GROSSMAN, Co-ordinator of Jewish 
Studies (Primary)

Last week was the start of Term 4 and what a joyous start it was! Each class from Prep to Year 6 had the most wonderful time 

sukkah hopping. We are very grateful to our host families for inviting our primary classes into their sukkahs on Wednesday and 

Thursday of last week. Although the heavy rain didn’t permit most classes the opportunity to sit in the sukkah, it was a meaningful 

and enjoyable experience for all involved. Thank you to our teachers and host parents for organising such wonderful celebrations.
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AM I IN OR OUT?
SONIA SLONIM, Head of Humanities and Social Sciences

On Shabbat Shuva we read the passuk from parashat Ha’azinu "בינו שנות דר ודר שאל אביך ויגדך זקניך ויאמרו לך" Understand the years 

of the generations. Ask your father, her will tell you, your elders they will explain it to you.” (Devarim 32:7). Rabbi Samson Raphael 

Hirsch says that we should remember the days of old, delve deeply into their insight and links between the generations. Trace the 

developments and then go and ask your father about your history.

Our Year 9 students have been doing just that. Over the past six months they have been researching their family histories and I 

now have the pleasure of reading these projects. At our Roots Project Night this coming Monday families will share anecdotes of 

their family histories and together we will create the tapestry that makes up our community. This cohort has roots in Israel, South 

Africa, Yemen, Uzbekistan, Bessarabia, Germany, Russia, Ukraine, Iraq, Morocco and many more. There are family who come 

from major cities and small town. There are those who had a Jewish education and those who had to flee their countries to a safer 

place. At our Roots Project Night this coming Monday families will share anecdotes of their family histories and together we will 

create the tapestry that makes up our community. I look forward to Monday night 24th October where we will be back in person 

for this amazing night. Extended family members are welcome to join.

The Roots Project like other activities that are nor always perceived as curriculum based require student “buy in” and parents’ 

encouragement. The HASS department creates many opportunities for our students to participate in excursions and it is 

disappointing when students don’t come. It is important to note the many benefits that research projects and extracurricular 

activities provide and here are just a few: -

They provide another dimension to learning.

Students should be excited to leave the classroom and what is taught outside the classroom helps retain the information. 

Students’ best school memories are from outside the structured classroom.

They provide an opportunity to learn about new things in a less structured environment and with a more hand on approach with 

experts in the area.

They expose students to new experiences where students can observe things that they may not see at school. When students 

examine an object for their ancestral story that object may have been on the mantle at home for years before they ask about it.

Meeting new people or interviewing family members across different age groups help to develop social skills that cannot be 

developed in a classroom setting.

Next time an excursion pops up on your COMPASS feed, don’t just fill it out automatically. Discuss it with your child, explain the 

benefits and encourage them to attend. When they get a research project encourage them to take the long road to research and 

explain the value and importance of what can be achieved in learning outside the classroom.

Shabbat Shalom
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The VCE Folio night has been a key event at Yavneh over the past 15 years. The night showcases folios, artwork, films, 

photography in the VCE Subjects of Studio Art, Visual Communication and Media Studies. It has been 2 years since we have had 

an on-campus folio night and I must say, the 2022 VCE Folio night was an amazing night with an amazing turnout. Well done to all 

the students who went through the year completing a VCE folio and having the determination to get through such a monumental 

task. Please enjoy some photos from the night! 

בס׳׳ד

FOLIO NIGHT
MICHAEL DASKALOU, Head of Arts and Secondary Teacher

Asher Szkolnik, VCE Studio Art

Gabe Jotkowitz, VCE Vis-Comm Gabi Levin, VCE Vis-Comm Gideon Barnett, VCE Vis-Comm Ilana Goldman, VCE Vis-Comm

Ben Goldhirsch, VCE Media Eyal Paltin-Eliahu, VCE Vis-Comm
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CONTINUED

Samuel Tenne, VCE Studio Art Shaiora Savitz, VCE Media
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Thank you Jacob Z  (Year 5) for supplying the images for our Sports Day Flyer

Tuesday 1st November (Cup Day)
Prep - 1 Carnival 11:15-12:15pm
Year 2 - 3 Carnival 10:45-12:15pm
Year 4 - 11 Carnival 9:45-1:00pm

The Carnival is at at Duncan 
McKinnon Reserve - Corner North 
Rd and Murrumbeena Road, 
Murrumbeena VIC

Parents are welcome to attend and 
leave with their children at the 
conclusion of the programmed 
events. 

A BBQ will be provided at the end 
of the days events.
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Roots Project Night

Please join us
on Monday 24th October

 at 7:00PM
in the Lamm Hall

to hear the fascinating
histories of our year 9

students.

Dear Famlies,

During the Roots Project Evening is comuplsory for all students. I look forward to sharing your

stories with other families during the night. However, since the Year 9s are a big year level I hope that I will get a chance to ask 

each family a question.

If you wish to opt out of being asked a questions please email me in advance: s.slonim@yavneh.vic.edu.au

Kind regards,

Sonia Slonim

mailto:s.slonim%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=Roots%20Project%20Evening%20Questions


12

בס׳׳ד

WE'RE GOING KOSHER!

LET'S CATCH UP FOR COFFEE.

 
263-265 CARLISLE ST, BALACLAVA

LAUNCHING 7TH NOVEMBER 
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Second	hand	uniform	stock	–	current	as	at	25	August	2022	
	

Sport	T-shirt	-	$15	
Size	4x8	
6x2,	8x1	
12x9,	14x3,	16x1	
XSx4	and	XXLx1	
	
Sport	shorts	-	$15	
6x1,	8x3,	10x4,	12x2	and	Mx1	
	
Sports	Jumper	(new	style)	-	$35		
6x1,	8x2,	12x4,	14x1	and	16x1	
	
Sports	pants	(new	style)	-	$25		-	NONE	
	
“Shell”	jacket	-	$50			
Sx1	
	
Sport	skirt	-	$10	
Size	10x1,	12x1	
14x2	and	16x2	
Mx3	
Lx4	
	
Sports	Leggings	-	$5	
8x3,	12x2	14x1,	XLx1	
	
Bike	shorts	-	$5	
6x2,	7x4,	8x5	&	10x2,	12x1	
	
Jumpers	-	$25/$30		(size/condition)	
4x1,	5x4,	6x1,	7x8,	8x3	9x1	
10x3,	12x6	(	and	2	vests	-	$10)	
14x5		(and	5	vests	-		$10)	
16x4	(and	1	vest	-		$10)	
18x11	
20x5,	22x1	
	
Bags	$25	
Small	(prim	school)	–	x2	(&	1	for	a	“Noah”)	
Large	(sec	school)	–x5	(lighter	blue)	
	
Hats	-	$5	-	NONE					Reading	folders	-	$5x1		
Kippot	-	$5		-	NONE																			Scarf	-	$5x1	
	
	
To	purchase	message	Hayley	Jaffe	via	
FB	Messenger	or	watsapp	0409	138	949	

Girls	summer	dress	-	$20	
Size	4Cx6	
6Cx5,	8Cx8	
10Cx3,	12x1	
10Ax1	
	
Girls	long	sleeve	shirts	-	$15	
Size	4x12,	6x9	
8x7	
10x8	&	12x1	
AND	Senior	(with	logo)	-	$15	
10x2,	12x4		
14x3	and	16x2	
	
Girls	winter	tunic	-	$25	
Size	4x2	
8x3	and	10x3	
	
Girls	winter	skirt	-	$25	
Size	8x1,	12x1,	14x5,	16x2	
18x2	&	22x1	(shortened)	
	
Boys	summer	shorts	-	$15	
Size	3x1.	4x7	(3	not	school	brand),	5x1	(NEXT)	
6x9	(2	are	adjustable),	7x1	(adjustable?)	
8x9	(2	not	school	brand)	
10x8	(3	not	school	brand)	
12x3	
18x1	
32x2,	34x2,	36x1	and	38x1	
	
Boys	summer	shirt	-	$15	
Size	3x3,	4x4,	6x8		
7x3,	10x9		
12x8,	14x2	and	Lx1	
	
Boys	winter	(long	sleeve)	shirts	-	$15	
Size	3x2,	4x1,	6x2,	7x4,	8x1,	
10x4,	12x10,	14x6	
16x2,	18x3	and	Sx3	
	
Boys	Trousers	-	$20	
3x3,	5x2	(adjustable),	6x4	(adjustable)	
7x3	(adjustable),	8x5	(1	adjustable	skinny)	
10x5	
12x6,		14x2,16x2,	18x2	
32x2,	34x1,	36x1	
38x1,	40x2	
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Yavneh College Chess Club 
             Term 4, 2022 
   .           Classes start Wednesday 12th October       

     Come along and join in the fun. 
 

Dates: Wednesday 12/10 – 7/12  
 
Club Times:  4.15 – 5.15  
Venue: Secondary  Library 
The cost is $17.50 per lesson. The cost for 9 lessons is $157.50 

**A discount will be given for siblings - every sibling after the 
first/child will pay only $15.50 per lesson ($108.50) 

 
Students will not receive a refund for classes missed for absentees but students commencing 
after the first week do not pay for the earlier lessons. School camps can be deducted off as well.  
Covid isolation you receive a credit for next term. 
 
PAYMENTS MUST BE MADE ONLINE AT: www.chessideas.com.au  
Go to Pay Fees – Click on Term Fees Enter the amount from your Registration 
form – 157.50   (no $ sign) 
Add to cart  
Next page enter all details for your child as asked: 
Chess username or ID please put N/A Click to pay:  
You go to PayPal where you can pay with a PayPal account or click credit card 
payment at the bottom of page, no American Express or Diners card  
All Payments need to be made by the second week of 
Chess 
Any Queries email: logistics@chessideas.com.au  
If your child has a medical condition we should know about please ring our office with details. 

 
........................................................................................................................................ 

CHESS REGISTRATION TERM 4, 2022 – Yavneh College 
This form only to be filled out if you cannot pay online, then hand to the 

Chess Tutor  
CLASS TIME:         Wednesday:  4.15 – 5.15 p.m.   
 
NAME OF CHILD: ______________________________________________________ 
 
EMERGENCY PARENT CONTACT NUMBER: ______________________________ 
 
 Credit Card Details: _____________________________ Name on Card:_________________________________  
 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
    Amount:  $ ______________ 
 

 
 

 

 

 


