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Welcome back to Term 3.

Our students have returned to learning refreshed and revitalised. The classrooms are humming with the sounds of study and 

discovery and lunchtimes are filled with Yavneh family antics.

This week’s Parsha, Parshat Balak, was always one of my favourites to teach. The narrative is exciting and the characters 

intriguing. And it also has lessons that speak straight to the hearts of children.

The story starts with Balak, the King of Moav, who is afraid that the Jewish people are going to pass through his land and 

obliterate him and his people. Balak knows that the best way to defeat Bnei Yisrael is not through the mighty sword, but by the 

sharpest tongue. And so Balak hires a hit man, Bilaam, the best ‘blesser and curser’ of the 

west, engaging him to spew his evil curses upon the unsuspecting Israelites. 

Bilaam, being one of those people who is immoral and self-righteous all at the same time, 

seeks the approval of G-d before going out to curse G-d’s chosen people. And while the 

ensuing conversation between Bilaam and Hashem is a lesson in freewill and evil, 

reminiscent of the back and forth between Moshe and Pharaoh, a more fundamental 

question is why Hashem chose to care at all about Bilaam’s curses. Surely Hashem’s 

capacity to nullify the words of those who dabble in the dark arts would dwarf Bilaam’s ability 

to hurt the Jewish people. Why doesn’t Hashem let Bilaam go on his merry way, hand him 

the megaphone to curse Bnei Yisrael out loud from the nearest mountain top and then go on 

the loudspeaker afterwards with a community message of, ‘don’t worry folks, Bilaam was, 

and is, a donkey, and none of his curses will be realised’. But this is not what happens; 

instead, Hashem endeavours to stop Bilaam from travelling, even going so far as to turn his 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAZAL TOVS:
To the Gochin family on Joshua’s Bar Mitzvah.

To the Fineberg & Boltin families on Goldie’s Bat Mitzvah.

To Meital Gofman on her engagement to Yuri Khanim.

To the Kapul family on Jordan’s engagement to Alena 
Welis-Stosser.

To the Slonim family on Amit’s marriage to David Wein.

May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

MAZAL TOVS:
To the Siegal family of the birth of a baby girl, Olivia.

To the Nachman family on the birth of a baby boy.

 May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

BAR/BAT MITZVAH REGISTRATION:
Please remember to register the date of your son or 
daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah with Lynda Pilalis at Reception 
on 9528 4911 or email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

THE IMPORTANCE OF POSITIVE SPEECH
SHULA LAZAR, Principal

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

JULY

Sun 17  Fast of Tammuz

Tue 19  Year 9 Ballarat   
 Excursion

Wed 20  Taam Shel Yavneh

Mon 25  Year 9 & 10 Winter   
 Round Robin

Tue 26  SK – Prep Maavar   
 Parent Evening

AUGUST

Wed 3  Australian Maths   
 Competition

Sun 7  Tisha Be'av (Fast)

CANDLE LIGHTING:  
Parshat Balak

Light Candles: 5:02pm
Shabbat Ends: 6:03pm

CONDOLENCES:
To the Bell family on the passing of Mr Hugh Sorrell a’h.

To the  Sailers family on the passing of Mrs Linda 
Weidenfeld a’h.

May your families know no more sorrow.

mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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donkey into a spooker and a spruiker. And then when that fails Hashem changes the words of curses to blessings, ensuring that 

the only message Bnei Yisrael hear are words of positivity. So why did Hashem care so much about what Bilaam might say???

Abarbanel explains that Hashem knows the power of words. It was through words that Hashem created the world. Through the 6 

days of creation, Hashem ensures that his commentary was optimistic and affirming. 

ְרא ֱאֹלקים ִכּי־ֽטֹוב ַּ֥ וַי
“And Hashem saw that it was good”

Indeed, when Hashem speaks of that which is ‘not good’, he does so with the aim of being constructive. Hashem sees that man is 

‘not good’ when alone and immediately seeks to remedy the situation by creating man’s ezer kenegdo. Thus, we see that 

Hashem’s positive speech and negative speech tend to the same end; they are always creative.

In converse to Hashem’s positive, creative speech, negative words also have power. Rabbi Sacks states that “Language is Life. 

Words are creative, but also destructive. If good words are holy, then evil words are desecration”. Bilaam’s curses would always 

have had the power to undermine, the power to erode Bnei Yisrael’s confidence, confidence that was vital to their success in 

winning the necessary wars to get to and conquer Eretz Yisrael.

The power of positive words is seen every day in our classrooms. Tell a student they are capable and watch them rise to meet 

expectations. Tell a student they are good and kind and watch them act with goodness and kindness. Every one of us, parents, 

teachers and even students, has ‘Bilaam’ within us, where “those who we bless will be blessed, those who we curse will be 

cursed”.

I remember when I was applying for Midrasha, one of the questions in my interview was regarding my favourite Tefillah. I don’t 

remember what I answered, but I do remember going home and asking my mother what she would have answered. Without 

blinking she replied that the Tefillah that resonates most with her is the last paragraph of the Shmone Esrei.

ֹּל ִתְּהיֶה ַלי נְַפִשׁי ִתּדֹום וְנְַפִשׁי ֶכָּעָפר ַלכ ֱאֹלקי נְצֹור ְלׁשֹונִי ֵמָרע ּוְשָׂפַתי ִמַדֵּבּר ִמְרָמה. וְִלְמַקְל֒
“My God, guard my tongue from evil and my lips from deceitful speech. To those who curse me let my soul be silent; may my soul 

be to all like the dust.”

I think that for most teenagers, for all of us really, this tefillah echoes our deepest wants; we want others to speak positively about 

us, for their speech to be an endorsement of our abilities and desires. And yet, because we find it so easy to speak negatively, we 

ask for Hashem’s help in closing our own lips lest we speak hurtfully and destructively about others. 

Communities, especially close-knit ones, are notorious for gossip and negative speech. And our Yavneh community has not been 

immune to this. Too often the Yavneh community has suffered from ‘Bilaams’ at our Shabbos tables. No school is perfect and 

there are many areas where improvement is needed. But the place for that feedback is not a conversation over cholent, but rather 

within the realm of the school itself and the sentiment and purpose of that our words need to be constructive. 

Interestingly, the words of Bilaam that have made it into our liturgy are a blessing our community.

יָך יְִשָׂרֵאל נֶֹתֽ יָך יֲַעקֹב ִמְשְׁכּ֒ בּו אָֹהֶלֽ ֹּֽ ַמה־ט
“How good are your tents, Yaakov: your dwelling places, Yisrael”

The Jewish community of the desert was a community of whingers and complainers. But here we are, every morning, using 

Bilaam’s words to sing the praises of our people, honouring us and extolling our virtues of togetherness and co-operation. I think 

that the Rabbis included this blessing in our daily shacharit as a way of reminding us that we need to speak positively about 

community, positively of each other.

Together we can tear each other down or build each other up. Let us choose the latter.

Shabbat Shalom, 

Morah Shula

CONTINUED
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - PARSHAT BALAK " WHAT ARE OUR VICES?"

CHAIM COWEN, Deputy Principal, Head of Jewish Studies

Three famous psychologists (all Jewish) debated this question 

over the course of several generations. According to Sigmund 

Freud, pleasure is the greatest human vice. At our core, 

he argued, we are looking to feel good – to flee pain and 

embrace pleasure. Alfred Adler, Freud’s student, argued that 

it is power that drives us. We seek to dominate others, to 

climb the social hierarchy and gain control of our surrounds. 

Viktor Frankl, Holocaust survivor and founder of the school of 

logotherapy, advocated that its is meaning that we truly seek. 

We are purposeful beings who strive towards altruism and self-

transcendence.

Who is right? You likely have an opinion, and in truth, I would 

argue that they all are. Freud, Adler, and Frankl were gifted 

with tremendous insight into the human psyche, encountered 

a plethora of patients and their theses held up in the crucible 

of their respective life experiences. However, it appears to me, 

that whilst pleasure and power are core human drives, it is 

meaning that holds sway over them both.

In persuading Bilaam to curse Bnei Yisrael, Balak targets his 

desire for power, offering him ְמֹלא ֵביתֹו ֶכֶּסף וְָזָהב (a house-full 

of gold and silver) a ticket into the powerful rich-list. Later in 

the parsha, to persuade Bnei Yisrael to turn from their fidelity 

to HaShem, Bilaam advises Balak to send Midianite women 

to seduce them. Both attempts, the proffering of power and 

pleasure, had limited success but ultimately fail. Bnei Yisrael 

have meaning and purpose in their connection to HaShem 

Uniform Shop orders can be made via flexischools at present or contactless deliveries via the guardhouse.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
 
The YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your 
donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.
 All proceeds from sales support our Yavneh children via YPO 
projects.

Contact Hayley Jaffe (hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au or 
WhatsApp 0409 138 949) if you wish to buy or donate pre-
loved uniforms.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

The ordering system is in place for your convenience. Use Flexischools to order uniforms.

Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform & 
Books Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/
yavnehuniform/ to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books 
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please 
restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand 
books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the 
Facebook page.

Please let Lynda Pilalis @ l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-students have made Aliya, so we can update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD

through Torah and Miztvot and recognise that whilst power and 

pleasure have their appeal, they are ultimately short-lived and 

empty.

In fact, it was Freud who noticed this special attribute of the 

Jewish people when he wrote in his psychoanalytic study of 

Moshe Rabbeinu, ‘Moses and Monotheism’, that the belief 

in one G-d, invisible and abstract, “signified subordinating 

sense perception to an abstract idea; it was a triumph of 

spirituality over the senses... There opened then the new realm 

of spirituality where conceptions, memories, and deductions 

became of decisive importance, in contrast to the lower 

psychical activity which concerned itself with the immediate 

perceptions of the sense organs. It was certainly one of the 

most important stages on the way to becoming human.”

As Jews, and as Yavneh students and families, we are gifted 

with being immersed in the abstract. Our focus on learning 

Torah and davening, solidifies our sense of meaning and 

purpose in the face of a world where pleasure and power are 

ubiquitous. Were it not for this focus, we would no doubt be 

schlepped down into the abyss to which both vices inevitably 

lead. As one of my teachers put it, “Freud dug deep into the 

human psyche and found a lot of mud. But had he dug deeper 

he would have found diamonds.” Or to paraphrase it slightly, 

“Freud dug deep into the human psyche and found the id. But 

had he dug deeper he would have found the yid.”

mailto:hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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BRING ON TERM 3
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yavneh Early Learning Centre

Holidays are fun and exciting, but as much as we all look forward to them, coming back 

and adjusting to the “regular” pre-holiday routine, can bring with it a certain level of angst – 

especially with our younger children.

Whilst our creche and holiday program have been running throughout this mid-semester break, 

we have had many of our families away and who will be experiencing this time of re-adjustment. 

Getting back to creche/kinder after the holiday period can be difficult as both children and 

parents have had their routines disrupted. Whether you have already started work/school or are 

just about to get back into it, here are some tips you could use for helping your child readjust to 

the routines and schedules of childcare after a long holiday break.

TIP #1: IMPLEMENT A ROUTINE

Holiday schedules are usually very different from an everyday work/school schedule, and that 

is completely fine as everyone needs a break. Start easing your child into it a couple of days 

before they start childcare to get their little bodies used to the altered eating and sleeping 

schedules. Bedtime and sleeping schedules are one of the most important items you will need 

to implement. Usually, the holidays are filled with family events and disrupted bedtimes. The 

best solution to ensuring your little one is rested and ready to jump out of bed is to bring their 

bedtime earlier a few days preceding the return to childcare.

“Routines are important to everybody, but they are especially for young children as it allows 

children to navigate the continuous challenge of learning new things from the safe and 

comforting boundaries that are created by routines.” - Raise Learning

TIP #2: EATING HABITS

Not only is the holiday season filled with fun and festivities, but it is also filled with an increased 

number of unhealthy foods being consumed at irregular times. Try and get back into a healthy 

eating routine as soon as possible. Meals should also be scheduled at certain times of the day. 

This routine is important for children as when they are back at our ELC, they will be eating, 

napping, and playing at specified times. 

#3: GET ORGANISED

It is very easy to forget about important dates or events after the holiday break. Before your 

little one gets back into the swing of things, have a look over our ELC calendar/newsletter for 

upcoming events and mark them in your calendar so you don’t forget. 

TIP #4: SET GOALS

Goals and resolutions are not just for adults! Children can make them too. Talk to your child 

about what they want to achieve for the upcoming week. This is a great way to see where your 

child is at.

TIP #5: COMMUNICATE

Open and regular communication between yourself and your child is crucial. Remind them of 

routines and expectations at creche/kinder as these can easily be forgotten during the holiday 

period. Routines are especially important for children as it removes the anxiety associated with 

the unpredictability from their day. Prepare them in advance so they can be reminded of their 

creche/kinder routine and schedule.
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On the last Friday of the term, the Primary Jewish Studies teachers organised a Challah bake for our Primary students. The 

students all had an opportunity to make their own Challah which brought their learning to life. We cherish the opportunity to do 

hands-on, meaningful activities that are directly based on the Torah as it allows us to fulfil the Mitzvot together.

The Mitzvah of Hafrashat Challah is mentioned in Parashat Shlach. Bnei Yisrael were given the Mitzvah of Hafrashat Challah 

(separating a piece of challah) as an atonement for the sins of the meraglim (spies) who were sent in to gather information about 

Eretz Yisroel. The Mitzvah of Hafrashat Challah during the time of the Mishkan and Bais HaMikdash was to separate and give a 

portion of dough to a Kohen. The portion was called “challah”. This obligation was specific to Eretz Yisrael when all of the Jews 

lived there. Today, the Mitzvah is d’rabbanan, and outside of Eretz Yisrael we observe the mitzvah so that people will not forget the 

laws of challah.

CHALLAH BAKE IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL
CHAVI GROSSMAN, Co-ordinator of Jewish Studies (Primary)

CONTINUED

TIP #6:  BE POSITIVE

As the main influencers in your child’s lives, they will be guided 

by your attitude and responses. Your support and positive 

approach to school life, will promote feelings of belonging to 

our centre for your child. Often children need down time when 

they arrive home - by giving them time and space to process 

their day, it can bring about more conversation and information. 

Show your interest with curious questions. I wonder? I’m 

interested? I’m curious?

As educators, we are set and ready to re-engage in fun and to 

enjoy the next part of the learning journey with your children. 

We have been back for just 4 short days, but the growth that 

has happened already is rewarding and encouraging for us to 

witness. We now begin the latter half of the school year and 

look forward to the energy and buzz that our ELC enjoys.
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During the last lesson of science for the semester, 8A had 

some fun with Hulk Science. We looked at whether the 

Incredible Hulk was a scientific possibility, made Hulk hands 

for ‘smashing’ and took a Hulk based quiz. Students had just 

finished a unit on Chemical Reactions and had learned about 

the four types of reactions including synthesis, decomposition, 

precipitation, and combustion. We took their theoretical 

knowledge into the practical by using a simple acid base 

synthesis reaction to inflate rubber gloves to make Hulk hands. 

It was MARVELous.

YEAR 8’S SMASHING SCIENCE
RACHEL KOLBER, Secondary General Studies Teacher
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www.trybooking.com/CAXGT

7PM |  GARY PEER’S EVENT CENTRE
198 BALACLAVA ROAD

tuesday august 9th 2022

M i z r a c h i  M e l b o u r n e  &  B e i t  M i d r a s h  p r e s e n t s

& WISDOM

The Beit  Midrash team would l ike to invite our Mizrachi  parents,  young 
and old,  to the first  ever,  "Wine & Wisdom"  event .

Please join us for a Cocktail Party  with delicious hot food  and Israel i  
wine  whi lst  being st imulated by  compell ing Jewish topics .

To take place at  the Gary Peer Event Centre  on Balaclava Road.  

$30 early bird | $40 after 22nd July

http://www.trybooking.com/caXGT
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Yavneh College Chess Club 
             Term 3, 2022 
   .           Classes start Wednesday 13th July      

     Come along and join in the fun. 
 

Dates: Wednesday 13/7 – 21/9:  
 
Club Times:  4.15 – 5.15  
Venue: Secondary  Library 
The cost is $17.50 per lesson. The cost for 11 lessons is $192.50 

**A discount will be given for siblings - every sibling after the 
first/child will pay only $15.50 per lesson ($170.50) 

 
Students will not receive a refund for classes missed for absentees but students commencing 
after the first week do not pay for the earlier lessons. School camps can be deducted off as well.  
Covid isolation you receive a credit for next term. 
 
PAYMENTS MUST BE MADE ONLINE AT: www.chessideas.com.au  
Go to Pay Fees – Click on Term Fees Enter the amount from your Registration 
form -   (no $ sign) 
Add to cart  
Next page enter all details for your child as asked: 
Chess username or ID please put N/A Click to pay:  
You go to PayPal where you can pay with a PayPal account or click credit card 
payment at the bottom of page, no American Express or Diners card  
All Payments need to be made by the second week of 
Chess 
Any Queries email: logistics@chessideas.com.au  
If your child has a medical condition we should know about please ring our office with details. 

 
........................................................................................................................................ 

CHESS REGISTRATION TERM 3, 2022 – Yavneh College 
This form only to be filled out if you cannot pay online, then hand to the 

Chess Tutor  
CLASS TIME:         Wednesday:  4.15 – 5.15 p.m.   
 
NAME OF CHILD: ______________________________________________________ 
 
EMERGENCY PARENT CONTACT NUMBER: ______________________________ 
 
 Credit Card Details: _____________________________ Name on Card:_________________________________  
 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
    Amount:  $ ______________ 
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Second	hand	uniform	stock	–	current	as	at	5	May	2022	
	

Sport	T-shirt	-	$15	
Size	4x7	
6x5,	8x1	
10x4	
12x11,	14x1	
XSx3,	Lx1	and	XXLx1	
	
Sport	shorts	-	$15	
4x1,	8x3,	10x8	and	12x1	
	
Sports	Jumper	(new	style)	-	$35		
4x2,	6x1,	8x2,	12x1,	16x1,	Sx1,	XSx4	and	XLx1	
	
Sports	pants	(new	style)	-	$25		-	NONE	
	
“Shell”	jacket		
Size	8-10	(no	hood)	-	$40	
	
Sport	skirt	-	$10	
Size	2x4	
10x3,	12x1,	14x2	and	16x2	
Mx3	
Lx4	
	
Sports	Leggings	-	$5	
6x1,	7x1,	8x3,	12x2	14x1,	XLx1	
	
Bike	shorts	-	$5	
6x3,	7x7,	8x5	&	10x2,	12x1	
	
Jumpers	-	$25/$30		(size/condition)	
4x1,	5x4,	7x7,	9x1	
10x4,	12x8	(	and	2	vests	-	$10)	
14x9		(and	6	vests	-		$10)	
16x7	(and	1	vest	-		$10)	
18x11	
20x5,	22x1	
	
Bags	$25	
Small	(prim	school)	–	x4	
Large	(sec	school)	–x5	(4	are	lighter	blue)	
	
Hats	-	$5	(2	available)										Reading	folders	-	$5	
Kippot	-	$5	(1	available)																			Scarf	-	$5x1	
	
	
To	purchase	message	Hayley	Jaffe	via	
FB	Messenger	or	watsapp	0409	138	949	

Girls	summer	dress	-	$20	
Size	4Cx6	
6Cx6,	8Cx7	
10Cx5,	12Cx1	
10Ax1	and	12Ax1	
	
Girls	long	sleeve	shirts	-	$15	
Size	4x14,	6x5	
8x9	(1	is	$10	as	marks)	
10x2	&	12x1	
AND	Senior	(with	logo)	-	$20	
8x2,	10x3	
12x2		
16x4	
	
Girls	winter	tunic	-	$25	
Size	4x1,	6x2	(1	unhemmed),	8x3	
10x1	
	
Girls	winter	skirt	-	$25	
Size	12x2,	14x4,	16x3	
18x1	&	22x1	(shortened)	
	
Boys	summer	shorts	-	$15	
Size	3x1.	4x7	(3	not	school	brand)	
6x6	(3	are	adjustable)	
8x7	(1	not	school	brand)	
10x12	(4	not	school	brand)	
12x7	
14x1,	16x1	and	18x1	
32x2,	34x2,	36x1	and	38x1	
	
Boys	summer	shirt	-	$15	
Size	3x1,	4x2,	6x4	(some	$10	as	marks)	
7x1,	8x4	(3	are	$10	as	marks)	
10x11,	12x6,	14x5	and	Lx1	
	
Boys	winter	(long	sleeve)	shirts	-	$15	
Size	7x2,	8x6,	10x7,	12x14	
14x12,16x1,	18x3	and	Sx4	
	
Boys	Trousers	-	$20	
3x3,	4x2	(adjustable?),	5x1,	6x2	(adjustable)	
7x3	(NEXT	brand)	
8x7	(2	not	school	brand)	
10x7	(2	NEXT	brand)	
12x7,		14x5,16x3,	18x2	
32x2,	34x1,	36x1	
38x1,	40x2	

		


