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It is not easy being Yavneh. Not that it’s easy being any Jewish Day School, but Yavneh has a particular mission and vision that is 

not for the faint hearted.

And by this I am referring to the dance of Modern Orthodoxy, living a religious, Torah led life whilst still learning from, and 

engaging with, the modern world. It would be far less complicated to either reject the modern world, as do the Ultra-Orthodox or 

to adhere to Torah principles only when they do not clash with Western Civilisation, or they happen to be convenient.

But the life of a Modern Orthodox Jew is neither of the above. Modern Orthodoxy is not a diluted version of Ultra Orthodoxy. 

Neither is it a justification or explanation of the non-observance of Mitzvot. The outlook of Modern Orthodoxy adheres to the 613 

mitzvot whilst still living in and valuing the world. 

When he became President of Yeshiva University in 1976, Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm z”l stated that he developed the Torah 

UMadda (Torah and Science / General Knowledge) concept, explaining that it entails, 

“Confronting the full impact of Western civilization, history, philosophy, language, thought, and sociology - all from the vantage 

point of believing and informed Jews. In other words, the entire array of academic teachings must be dealt with from a Torah 

perspective, accepting what is valuable, rejecting what is objectionable, and pondering all that is in between…… Modern 

Orthodoxy is a form of Jewish Orthodoxy that is open to the outside world. It is characterized by five principles: its outlook on 

education, its stance toward Israel, its attitude toward the role of women, a mindset of 

inclusiveness, and a moderate mode of speaking and reacting.”

The above definition and explanation by Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm poses challenges. The first 

challenge is the lack of consensus within the Modern Orthodox world on what is ‘valuable’ 

and what is ‘objectionable’. Whilst there would be some agreement on the ideas and works 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAZAL TOVS:
To the Eckstein & Faraday family on Ozzie’s Bar Mitzvah 
and Eden’s Bat Mitzvah.

To the Lever family on Simon’s Bar Mitzvah.

To the Alden family on Eliya’s Bat Mitzvah.

To the Pavlov & Pavlova family on Sonia’s Bat Mitzvah.

May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

MAZAL TOVS:
To the Siegal family of the birth of a baby girl, Olivia.

To the Nachman family on the birth of a baby boy.

 May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

BAR/BAT MITZVAH REGISTRATION:
Please remember to register the date of your son or 
daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah with Lynda Pilalis at Reception 
on 9528 4911 or email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

IT IS NOT EASY BEING YAVNEH
SHULA LAZAR, Principal

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

JUNE

Fri 24 Last Day of Term 2

JULY

Tue 12  First Day of Term 3

CANDLE LIGHTING:  
Parshat Shelach

Light Candles: 4:51pm
Shabbat Ends: 5:52pm

CONDOLENCES:
To the Richardson family on the passing of Mrs Rachel 
Vivat a’h.

May your family know no more sorrow.

mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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at the pointy ends of the spectrum, the intermediate shades of grey invite much argument and debate. (I recall being phoned by 

an irate parent regarding the inclusion of Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” on a booklist at another Jewish School. My contention, that 

the text taught kindness and that the apparently alarming title would not create apostates, failed to persuade). The second 

challenge is the cerebral intensity required to truly synthesise the juxtaposed worlds of Torah U Maddah. While not everyone 

engages intellectually with Yiddishkeit, deferring to feelings and emotions instead, Modern Orthodoxy demands of us some level 

of intellectual rigour.

And yes, it’s also about the advancement of Torah study for women, something we cannot take for granted even though it’s 

already 2022.

So, it is with these challenges in mind that Yavneh embarked on our first Torah U’Maddah conference for students in Year 11 and 

12.

Over 2 days our senior students were absorbed in the thrilling endeavour to synthesise the worlds of Torah and Maddah; Torah 

and Law, Torah and Finance, Torah and Medicine and Torah and Mental Health…… Experts and scholars shared their knowledge 

and inspired discussion and consideration among the participants.

Modern Orthodoxy, true Modern Orthodoxy, is a struggle that leads to higher understanding and intensified Jewish purpose. To 

be a Modern Orthodox Jew is to see the world through a Torah lens and to engage with it as a contributing citizen and proud Jew, 

something that we strive to instil in all our Yavneh students.

We thank Rabbi Cowen for organising this outstanding event!

One last note before we wrap up the term…….

School holidays are upon us and for most of students, they are eagerly awaiting the upcoming two weeks of social activities. 

There are some in the Yavneh family, however, who may not always be included these activities and they dread the loneliness that 

awaits. A message that I give students before each term break is that if a particular student is fortunate to be ‘popular’ in the year 

level, it is incumbent upon them to create one or two whole class activities that are advertised on the class group. All it takes is a 

message such as ‘I thought it would be nice if we all went to see Jurassic Park tomorrow at the Classic at 5:30pm. Who’s in?” and 

suddenly everyone feels, and is, included and the smaller, subgroups of the Yavneh family can unite a few times over the cold 

winter break.

To all our Yavneh family, wishing you a safe and relaxing holiday and I can’t wait to see you all next term!

Shabbat Shalom,

Morah Shula

CONTINUED
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - PARSHAT SHELACH

NOAH EPSTEIN, Secondary Jewish Studies Teacher & Jewish Life Educator

When the 12 spies are sent ahead of the people to scout the 

land of Israel, their report is not one which fills the people with 

much Zionist inspiration. They acknowledge that the land 

indeed flows with milk and honey, but they fill the nation with 

fear and anxiety, assuring them that they will not be able to 

conquer it due to the strong residents and their fortified cities. 

One aspect of the spies’ report is highly perplexing:

ינּו ְבֵּעינֵיֶהֽם׃ ן ָהִי֖ ים וְֵכ֥ ֲחָגִב֔ ינּ֙ו ַכּֽ י ְבֵעינֵ֙ וַנְִּה֤

And we were in our eyes like grasshoppers, and so we were in 

their (the local people’s) eyes. (Bamidmar 33:13)

The spies refer to themselves as similar to grasshoppers in 

the sense that they were harmless and irrelevant from the 

perspective of those living in the land (Seforno), and Rashi 

indicates that they knew this because they heard the locals 

speaking about them in this manner.

However, the Gemara in Masechet Sotah (35a) brings the view 

or Rav Mesharshiya, who argues that the spies were lying. He 

Uniform Shop orders can be made via flexischools at present or contactless deliveries via the guardhouse.

The last day for uniform shop sales this term WAS Wednesday 22nd June

The Uniform shop will have an additional session on Friday 8th July before the start of term 3. We will be open from 10am -1pm 
Orders can also be placed on flexischools & can be collected from the uniform shop on the day 
 
  TERM 3 UNIFORM SHOP HOURS   (UNCHANGED)
  Tuesday 7.30am -10.30am
  Wednesday 7.30am - 10.30am 
  Thursday 2pm – 5pm     

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
 
The YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your 
donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.
 All proceeds from sales support our Yavneh children via YPO 
projects.

Contact Hayley Jaffe (hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au or 
WhatsApp 0409 138 949) if you wish to buy or donate pre-
loved uniforms.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

The ordering system is in place for your convenience. Use Flexischools to order uniforms.

Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform & 
Books Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/
yavnehuniform/ to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books 
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please 
restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand 
books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the 
Facebook page.

Please let Lynda Pilalis @ l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-students have made Aliya, so we can update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD

says that it is reasonable for them to have said that they felt 

like grasshoppers in their own eyes, but how could they have 

possibly known what they looked like in the eyes of others?

Perhaps the answer to this question reveals a powerful truth 

about human nature. It is possible that the spies only looked 

like grasshoppers in the eyes of others because of how they 

felt about themselves. They projected their self-perceptions 

onto their exterior and caused themselves to seem small to 

those around them. When we see ourselves as unimportant 

or insignificant, those around us will treat us accordingly. But 

if we recognise our potential for greatness, without letting it 

lead to arrogance, then we will be given opportunities to lead 

and excel by others. Ultimately, the story of the spies seems to 

teach us that we are in control of the way we are viewed by the 

world.

Shabbat Shalom! 

mailto:hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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CHILD SAFE CHAMPIONS - NEW CHILD SAFE STANDARDS

DAVID FISHER, Head of Administration

The Victorian Government have introduced new Child Safe Standards that will come into effect on 1 July 2022. To reflect these 

changes, a new Ministerial Order 1359 has been made.

A new LYC Child Safe Policy and Child Safe Student Code of Conduct has also been written and we will be sharing the policy with 

students and our families over the next few months.

In addition, a group of dedicated staff have agreed to form a Child Safe Champion’s team. The Child Safety Champions meet 

regularly and have a number of initiatives planned for the coming semester.

THE KEY ROLES OF THE CSC (CHILD SAFETY CHAMPIONS) ARE:

Miriam Segal, Joss Hurley, David Fisher, Kendall Doenau, Avigail Wonder, Hona Dodge, Amrita Ganatra, Annette Matov & Shula Lazar (absent)

Provide support and guidance

• Be a point of contact for child safety concerns for staff, 

volunteers, and students.

• Provide guidance to students, staff and volunteers on child 

safety policies and procedures.

• Assist school leadership to respond to child safety 

incidents as required.

• Maintain current skills and knowledge to support child 

safety and wellbeing, including:

 ° Assist in developing child-focused complaint 
processes

 ° Student rights, participation, and empowerment

 ° Aboriginal cultural safety and inclusive practices to 
meet the diverse needs of our students

 ° Be aware of child safety risk management including 
online safety

 ° Child safety information sharing 

 ° Keeping across emerging research and best practice 

guidance in child safety and wellbeing.

Train and educate

• Assist with child safety induction programs for new school 

staff, volunteers, and school council members.

• Review and enhance child safety training for school staff, 

volunteers, and school council members.

• Provide child safety updates and information to staff and 

volunteers, as needed.

Monitor, review, and report

• Assist with the review of child safety complaints and 

concerns, and analyse trends as needed and recommend 

improvements.
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IS SPRING CLEANING GOOD FOR YOU?
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yeavneh Early Learning Centre

No, it is not Spring yet – and sadly we are still quite a far month 

away from it. Yet, this past Sunday our ELC educators all 

attended work for a “Clean-up Day” – I like to think of it as a 

renewal/rebirth of our learning spaces. De-cluttering or tidying-

up is good for the soul. Not only does it increase levels of 

motivation, but it brings with it an aura of freshness, brightness, 

and spaciousness. And according to clinical psychologist, 

Dawn Potter, PsyD, decluttering isn’t just good for our “homes” 

— it can lift our moods as well. Dr Potter further explains that 

tidying up your space can be good for your brain and your 

body too.

For starters, after a good clean one feels a positive sense of 

accomplishment. Our brains like it when we finish what we’ve 

started. So, when a task is accomplished, our brains feel good, 

which reduces tension. “Cleaning produces a tangible result 

that we can both see and feel,” Dr. Potter says. “We can look 

at it afterward and think, ‘Oh, that looks great!’ It gives us the 

satisfaction of doing something meaningful.”

De-cluttering goes a long way in destressing us. Bringing order 

to a space that you spend a considerable amount of time in, 

can be a soothing way to work through our stress. Cleaning brings with it a sense of control. 

Sometimes, if we are faced with other issues that we can’t immediately address or if one is 

feeling overwhelmed, bringing a sense of control into the fold, will calm one and bring some 

sense of relaxation to us. When one is working or spending significant time in an aesthetically 

pleasing place, it allows for a sense of harmony and peace in the workplace.  

A neat environment may prevent workplace distractions and therefore lend itself to us being 

more focused. Perhaps you’ve heard the saying, “clean space, clean mind?” The Journal of 

Neuroscience discovered that too much mess significantly clutters up your brain’s ability to 

process. Less chaos means more headspace for tackling that to-do list.  Especially with children 

in our classrooms who already find it more difficult to keep focus, a cluttered play space can 

make it more difficult for children to remain focused.

 The more obvious benefit of a clean environment is minimising the little accidents/trips and falls that tend to occur in a messy 

space. Remember that scene from “Home Alone” when young Kevin McCallister sets a bunch of toy cars all over the floor so that 

the men robbing his home will slip on them? Yes, it’s like that. When your floor is clean and uncluttered, you’re less likely to trip 

and fall over stray objects.  

A 2020 study shows that people who describe their homes as “cluttered” or full of unfinished projects were more likely to 

suffer from depression and fatigue than those who describe their homes as “restful” and “restorative. Some core symptoms 

of depression are low interest or a lack of motivation and fatigue, so someone experiencing depression may be less likely to 

maintain the focus required to fully finish tasks like cleaning and organizing. Conversely, if someone struggling with their mental 

health can push themselves or can figure out ways to make it easier to clean up or to organize their space, that may help with 

their energy, focus and mood.
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Wow it is unbelievable it is the end of the first semester, so let 

us reflect on the last few months in Year 2 Jewish Studies.

As the song of the Chodashim (The Hebrew months) goes 

 we will start on our journey of learning with ...ְבִּתְשֵׁרי נַָתן ַהֶדֶקל

special presenters.

In Adar leading up to Purim, Morah Savta Nili Sadan; Ariella’s 

Sadan’s grandmother joined us on Teams all the way from 

Israel.  She taught 2A and 2B children how to create finger 

puppets of the characters of the Megillah. 

In Nisan leading up to Pesach, Morah Hayley Rosenbaum; 

Olivia’s mum came to teach us about The Mystery of 

Ancient History - Unravellign ancient Egypt and how to write 

Hieroglyphics. It was extremely insightful, interesting, and 

enjoyable.

As the month continued and getting closer to the Sedarim once 

again we were fortunate to have Savta Nili Sadan; Ariella’s 

Sadan’s grandmother this time she joined us in the classroom. 

This time created a picture of the Aseret Hamakot (The ten 

plauges) we were able to use at the sedarim in Pesach.

In Iyar leading up to Yom Ha’atzmaut, Morah Rachel Kolber; 

Libby’s mum taught us about flowers in Israel, we then made 

the flower following the instructions given by Morah Rachel. We 

also enjoyed a Yom Ha’atzmaut Kahoot created by Libby and 

her mum. 

YEAR 2 UPDATE
HAYA TANE, Primary Jewish Studies Teacher

CONTINUED

All the benefits above can be combined to support an overall healthier learning environment for our educators and our children 

in all areas - physically, mentally, and emotionally. Marie Kondo may be on to something with her best-selling book The Life-

Changing Magic of Tidying Up and subsequent Netflix series. Cleaning really can have benefits that go beyond just having a 

clean space. Spring cleaning can be an act of self-care instead of a chore, especially when you realize just how many health 

benefits it has to offer.

 As our first semester draws to a close, we are already feeling a great sense of refreshment and renewal in our de-cluttered 

spaces - ready to dive into the third term with energy and positivity.

Wishing you all a healthy and wonderful holiday break with your families. For those going away, enjoy and return safely.

Shabbat Shalom!
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In Year 3, students have been exploring the land in which they live, Australia, in our unit entitled “We Come from a Land Down 

Under”. Students have had the opportunity to investigate Australia’s states and territories and its natural and human-made 

landmarks, varying climates, population, and Aboriginal history. We tuned into our inquiry by taking a “chalk walk”, looking at 

pictures of varied Australian attractions, having discussions about what we already know and what we want to know more about. 

To conclude our unit of work, our students have worked on a project, where each group was given a state of Australia to explore. 

They researched and collated information to present to the class. Here are a handful of the amazing comments about some of the 

information found and what it was like to work in small groups.

YEAR 3 - AUSTRALIA
LEIGH RONCON & MELANIE ADELIST, Primary General Studies Teacher

CONTINUED

We also farewelled Yovel Damri who made Aliyah to Israel. We 

wish her and her family all the best.

Following our learning journey, Rabbi Chasen; Tamara’s father 

taught us Parashat Kedoshim. He taught us some of the 

mitzvot given in this Parsha such as do not lie, do not steal 

don't swear falsely, don't withhold your worker's wages—if 

somebody works for you, pay him right away, don't bear a 

grudge, don't take revenge, don't spread gossip about others, 

keep Shabbat, stand up when somebody respectable comes 

into the room, give charity to the poor, respect the elderly, when 

a person gathers the wheat from his field, he should leave a 

corner for poor people  and a very important mitzvah: "Love 

your fellow neighbour as yourself. "ואהבת  לרעך כמוך" which 

we then made connection to Sfirat Haomer and Rabbi Akiva’s 

students. We were also fortunate to make puppets and act out 

the different Mitzvot.

On Lag Baomer we learnt about Rashbi, Rabbi Shimon Bar 

Yochai who wrote the Zohar while in the cave. He learnt Torah 

and lived off a carob tree and water from a stream. During his 

life there was never a rainbow to be seen. We then did the 

rainbow experiment with M&M milk chocolate candy.

Then came Sivan as we learnt the different Minhagim of 

Shavuot and this time Morah Rachel Teller; Noah’s mum taught 

us how to create flowers in a vase to decorate our homes 

for Shavuot. We also enjoyed a Shavuot Kahoot which Noah 

created with his mum.

We have learnt lots and have enjoyed every minute and are 

ready for the holidays and a well-deserved rest. So, on this 

note we would like to thank all our special presenters. We 

would like to wish you a great and restful holiday. We are 

looking forward to seeing you here at Yavneh, Year 2 for the 

continuation of our learning journey.
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CONTINUED

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

We are doing a project about the ACT. We recommend for 

people to visit Parliament House. That is the place where 

the government and prime minister discuss the countries 

problems. One of the man-made landmarks in Canberra is 

The Mint. It is the world's biggest money-making factory. It has 

more machines inside than any other country. In our group, we 

all have a part to research about the ACT and once we finish 

our parts, we bring it together and that forms all the exciting 

information about the ACT. 

Bella, Isaac, Tamar, Elijah 

VICTORIA

Our group have been working on a project about Victoria. We have found some information and 

want to share it with you. In Victoria, there are two VERY amazing natural landmarks (we are only 

saying 2 but there are more). One is the 12 Apostles, attracting over 1.2 million visitors annually! 

The second is The Organ Pipes National Park where you can see organ shaped columns left 

from molten lava. A person-made landmark in Victoria is the very popular, Luna Park. If you have 

never been, or even have, you should go to Luna Park and go on the Scenic Railway! It is the 

oldest roller coaster in Australia. It is a wonderful experience. Also, the MCG is a spectacular 

place to visit too because of crowd cheering will inspire you. We worked collaboratively and 

combined our ideas to make one great project.  

Eliana, Nora, Shahar, Daniel B. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

We are making a poster in the shape of Western Australia. There are many breath-taking 

beaches, so we recommend you visit one of them.  Western Australia is the biggest state in 

Australia by land area and the capital is Perth. We researched four indigenous tribes living in 

Western Australia and they were the Amangu tribe, Balardong tribe, Whadjuk tribe and the 

Wiilman tribe. We have worked hard as a team so we could achieve so much more. 

Leo, Gabe, Tali, Aviva. 

QUEENSLAND

We are researching and learning about Queensland. It’s been a little bit stressful for us, but it has 

been a fun experience and we all enjoyed it. We chose Queensland because it is the sunshine 

state and because it’s a nice holiday place. One man-made landmark that we are researching 

is the Q1 Resort and Spa. It is the tallest building in Australia. You can climb to the top from the 

bottom. We 100% recommend you stay there. Something you may not know about Queensland 

is that it was the last state to evolve in the territorial evolution of Australia. Also, one of the natural 

landmarks that we researched was The Great Barrier Reef and it is the only place in the world 

where two heritage sites meet, it joins The Daintree Rainforest.

Giddy K, Mikaela, Kayla B, David. 
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CONTINUED

NEW SOUTH WALES

Our group decided to research NSW. We recommend you visit the Sydney Harbour Bridge because if you like tree surfing, you 

will love to climb the bridge and look out at the amazing view. A fact about NSW is that Sydney is the capital city, and it is where 

you will find Bondi Beach. We worked hard solving problems as a team such as, who would do what research in the group and 

how we would present it. 

Shai, Miri, Yasmin, Ravid.

VICTORIA

We are researching Victoria for our Australia project. We cut our project into the shape of 

Victoria. The state’s capital city is Melbourne. We found information on the West Gate Bridge, the 

MCG, Phillip Island and the 12 Apostles. Here’s a fun fact, the Jewish population in Victoria is 

51,955. It was really challenging to find our information, but we were persistent and, in the end, 

we found it. 

Ariel N, Rami, Yoni, Max 

TASMANIA 

The state we are doing our project on is Tasmania. One of the natural landmarks you can find 

in Tasmania is the tallest tree, The Centurion. The capital city is Hobart. The general population 

of Tasmania is 541, 071. When working as a group, it was challenging to listen to each other's 

ideas and which ideas we should take onboard. We needed to be more flexible and open-

minded to each other. 

Benji, Ariel, Seth, Micah

VICTORIA

We are doing a project in Victoria. The capital city is Melbourne, which is where we live. We 

recommend you visit Luna Park because it is popular and there are lots of fun and scary rides. 

Luna Park is more than 100 years old. There are lots of famous landmarks to see along The 

Great Ocean Road including, the 12 Apostles who are 12 metres high and only have eight of 

them left. When we work together it is helpful to get things done faster. We found that four brains 

working together is better than one. We had to be persistent and opened minded when we were 

writing the information in our books. 

Laila, Ella K, Chad, Giddi.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Our group is researching South Australia. We think you should go to Coober Pedy. It’s extremely 

hot in summer and extremely cold in the winter and so the people live underground in dugouts. 

Adelaide is the capital city and is a beautiful place. The Pink Lake is very beautiful and the 

reason it is pink, is because when the sunlight hits the algae, particles come out of the algae and 

makes the water look pink. 

Daniel V, Noa, Ella S, Jacob



10

בס׳׳ד

CONTINUED

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Our territory is the Northern Territory. We researched things about the NT like the landmarks, population, and indigenous tribes. 

We are making a window poster in the shape of the Northern Territory. The capital city is Darwin, and it has its own flag. The 

aboriginal people have their own seasons. Kakadu is one of the largest national parks in Australia and it’s located in the Northern 

Territory. Sometimes it was hard to find the information on the iPads, but it was easier when we relied on each other for help. 

Ella G, Kayla E, Ivy.

אוכל, אוכל, אוכל

Our Year 4 students have spent this term learning the topic of 

food -  אוכל- We have learnt what different types of foods are in 

Hebrew. We have read stories about food. We have discussed 

what we eat at different meals. We have revised the different 

 blessings, we say before eating different foods. We -  - ברכות

have shared, in Hebrew, what our favourite foods are & our 

least favourite foods.

In short, we have learnt about food. However, today we went 

one step further and we cooked, prepared, and ate food!

We would like to thank Gabriel Ben-David’s Mum, Galit Ben-

David and Raphael Pinczower’s Dad, Dr. Gidon Pinczower, for 

taking time from their busy day to come and teach us how to 

make the most delicious בלינצ'ס – blintzes, crepes, with the 

most yummy fillings of jam - ריבה- chocolate שוקולד  and פירות  

- fruit. We all had such a great afternoon. היה ממש כייף. 

There’s nothing better than “learning by doing!”

 האוכל שהכנו היה מאד טעים וזה היה ממש כייף לעשות משהו כיפי
.עם הכיתה ולא רק עבודה מהספר

Lea Shoshan ליה

 אתמול היה כייף להכין את האוכל. והיה טעים מאד לאכול את
.הבלינצ׳ס עם הריבה

 Romy Bar רומי

 אני אהבתי לראות איך מטגנים את הבלינצ׳ס. מאד אהבתי לאכול
את הבלינצ׳ס עם סלט פירות וקינמון

Lily Eckstein לילי

 אני אהבתי לחתוך את הפירות, ומאד אהבתי לאכול את הבלינצ׳ס
.עם הפירות

Gabriel Ben David גבריאל

FROM THE PHD – THE PRIMARY HEBREW DEPARTMENT
MORAH HELEN SAVITZ & MORAH SMADAR KOFMAN-HENZEL, Primary 
Hebrew Teachers
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 הבלינצ'ס של אבא של רפאל היו טעמים מאד, וגם סלט הפירות היה
.מאד טעים

Ari Lipschitz משה

 אני אהבתי לאכול את הבלינצ׳ס של אבא שלי. הם היו מתוקים
.וטעמים מאד

Raphael Pinczower רפאל

Wishing all Kesher readers a yummy shabbat. 

Shabbat Shalom

שבת שלום

CONTINUED
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During our Year 7 Wellbeing sessions we have been referencing ‘Project Wayfinder’ which combines social emotional learning, 

project-based learning, and real-world events to help prepare our students for life. Project Wayfinder has provided our Year 

7 students with a deep, meaningful range of activities to form a cohesive and contextual course. We will be continuing this 

Wellbeing course during Semester 2. The design of the lessons builds brilliantly from one session to the next, giving students the 

feeling of being on a journey of self-discovery and team building and it helps students to understand how to value and accept 

each other. 

We are hoping to support students to understand what it means to be them. We are focussing on ‘Belonging’. Year 7 students are 

finding out that it is about working out who they really are, in all their uniqueness, and being that person.

The Wellbeing sessions have involved videos, discussions and interactive sessions which serve as a collective sharing of ideas 

and communication in a classroom setting. Through these activities we hope students are learning to gauge the feeling and 

opinions of the group and allow them to build connection and solidarity.

We are very proud of how Year 7 students have risen to the challenge of transitioning into the Secondary School and wish to 

thank parents for ongoing support. Our commitment to you and your children is very important to us as we strive to provide your 

Child with a caring and supportive Year 7 experience.

YEAR 7 WELLBEING
DAWN MACGREGOR & TAMAR DAYAN, Co-heads of Year 7
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INTRODUCTION

It goes without saying that learning a foreign language can be tricky. Often, 

this widespread belief can get in the way of us even trying to pick up a foreign 

language. 

But have we stopped to consider why studying foreign languages has acquired 

such a scary reputation? I believe that if we stop and consider why foreign 

languages are so daunting, we will be able to overcome our fear. 

I also think that if we actively list out the incredible benefits of learning a foreign 

language, this can be a powerful motivator in and of itself. Not only for our 

students at Yavneh, but also the wider community of parents who have an 

invaluable influence on their children's outlook and attitude towards their studies. 

Hopefully we can approach the study of Hebrew at Yavneh together, with great 

enthusiasm and renewed drive. 

WHY IS IT SO DIFFICULT?

It has almost become a cliché to say that learning foreign languages is difficult. Some people might just say, "I'm not good with 

languages", and would use that as its own excuse to stop with their studies.

There is no doubt that picking up a foreign language is exercise for our brains. We must effectively start from scratch, particularly 

if there is a totally different alphabet that we must learn. Think about the Hebrew language – 22 new letters, in print and in cursive, 

as well as five different final letters! The sounds, syllables and combinations are entirely unfamiliar. That is intimidating. 

This requires pure memory and hours of practice. Unfortunately, if this foundation is not reinforced and strengthened at the start of 

the process, it will become much more difficult later to overcome. 

Once we feel comfortable with the alphabet, we must learn to string these letters together to form a meaningful word. Then, a 

sentence! We must memorise hundreds of new words to enhance our limited vocabulary.

If that was not difficult enough, we now need to factor in the grammatical structures and grammatical rules of the foreign 

language. This is challenging for our brains, as it requires cognitive effort to switch between linguistically complex structures. Now 

imagine realising that certain languages, like Hebrew, have masculine and feminine nouns, with exceptional plurals, and the need 

for there to be agreement between nouns and adjectives. What does this even mean?! Often, we fall into the trap of just trying to 

translate between our native tongue and the foreign language. However, by doing this, we only get more and more confused. 

Yet – it gets even more difficult! Now you must piece together what you theoretically learned and try to engage in conversations 

confidently and seamlessly in the foreign language. You must conjugate verbs and ensure proper syntax, all while still paying 

attention to what the other person is saying. This is probably where most people give up in their foreign language studies.

And here we arrive at the most difficult part of the process – maintaining a positive attitude through it all. If the learner believes 

that they will fail, that might end up happening. And so, no matter the challenges, the embarrassment, or any frustration, we must 

push through. Why? Because it is worth it! 

WHY IS IT SO DIFFICULT FOR US TO LEARN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
AND WHY WE SHOULD KEEP PERSISTING?
SHARON SAMUNI, Head of Hebrew - Primary and Secondary
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CONTINUED

BENEFITS

So, what are the benefits of studying a foreign language? Why do we insist on learning Hebrew at Yavneh?

1. Boost your brain

It is undeniable that there are incredible cognitive benefits to studying a foreign language. Studies 

have shown that learning a foreign language can result in improved memory, critical thinking, and 

problem-solving skills. The benefits also trickle into other areas of study. It enhances our ability to 

multi-task and makes us more creative and flexible. To top it all off, being bilingual also helps us 

ward off mental aging and cognitive decline as we get older.

2. Connect to culture

Language is the most direct connection to other cultures. Immersing yourself in the study of a new language fosters an 

appreciation for the culture's traditions, arts, history, and religion. This promotes greater tolerance and acceptance of others and 

encourages us to feel more positive towards the culture more generally. Just think how intertwined Judaism is with the Hebrew 

language. Reading the Torah in its source language opens a whole new level of understanding. Reciting the Tfilot in Hebrew, 

reading the Haggadah over Pesach with family and friends and singing traditional Hebrew songs connects us to our culture and 

the wider community.

3. Trips and travel

Traveling abroad and being able to speak the foreign language with confidence will completely 

revolutionise your experience. Although the places and sites will be the same, you will gain a 

different perspective into your surroundings and the people around you. It will enable you to 

connect and foster lifelong friendships with the residents of the local country more easily. Learning 

Hebrew equips our Yavneh students to travel to Israel with confidence, and should they choose, to 

join the IDF or make Aliya.

4. Catalyse your career

Learning a new language can also open doors to studying or working abroad. Being able to speak more than one language is a 

huge competitive advantage which helps you stand out against monolingual peers. 

5. Perks of polyglots

What is a polyglot? A polyglot is an individual who knows or uses several languages. While picking up that first foreign language 

is the hardest, research shows that it helps us with learning additional languages down the track! This is because when acquiring 

a foreign language, we develop new brain networks. These neural pathways are then ready for us when we choose to study 

another foreign language. It makes the whole process that much easier.

HEBREW AT YAVNEH

We recognise that the Hebrew language is notoriously challenging, perhaps more so than other languages. It is no wonder that it 

receives such a generous mark up in VCE. This fact exacerbates the difficulties inherent in studying a foreign language.

Despite this, we at Yavneh strongly believe that it is incredibly important to study Hebrew. That is why we place so much emphasis 

on the study of Hebrew from such a young age. We aim to instil in our students a love for the language, as we know that this goes 

hand in hand with a love for Israel and Judaism more broadly. We understand that Hebrew is a marker of our collective identity 

and culture. 

Your Hebrew teachers at Yavneh are here to provide you with endless support, guidance, and encouragement. בהצלחה to all our 

students!
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In the Year 11 wellbeing space we have drawn from Project 

Wayfinder. The focus has been to explore our purpose through 

community. In one activity, we brainstormed all the steps it 

takes to get an orange on to our table. From growing in the 

field, transporting it for retail, purchased by the consumer and 

onto our tables at home. With a ball of string, each student 

took hold of the unravelled string as they came up with the next 

subsequent step creating a complex web. We then explored 

what could go wrong at various stages (natural disasters, 

higher demand, inflation, disease among staff) and how 

that would affect the whole system by tugging on the string. 

Extending this to our own complex lives we discussed the 

interconnectedness of our relationships with parents, siblings, 

friends, teachers and a myriad of other people and the ripple 

effects that are generated through the choices and actions of 

others. 

We look forward to exploring more thought-provoking topics 

next term.

As our Year 12 students prepare for the end 

of the year, their journeys beyond secondary 

schooling and the wonderful community that 

is Yavneh, we have been exploring the notion 

of purpose through action and “Ikigai” – a 

Japanese concept for a reason for living.  Our 

students have taken part in various activities 

to help them begin to identify their purpose 

and making life meaningful. They have heard 

about the wonderful opportunities available to 

them if they choose to make Aliya and have 

started to explore tertiary and work options.  

We look forward to continuing exploring these 

further in Term 3.

YEAR 11 PROJECT WAYFINDER
DANNY GOLD, Head of Year 11 & eLearning Co-ordinator

YEAR 12 WELLBEING
ELENA MARTIN, Careers Practitioner and Head of Year 12
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Following a comprehensive District Competition win, the Yavneh Senior Football team continued their winning ways with an 

impressive 37-point win over the King David Senior team at Princes Park on Wednesday 22nd June.

Supporters got front row seats to what can only be described as Yavneh spectacle. The first quarter was evenly contested with 

intense pressure, heavy tackling, and some precision goalkicking from Jacob Epstein kicking three of Yavneh’s opening four 

goals to bring in a 17-point quarter time lead.

King David kicked the first goal of the second quarter and their clean ball use in heavy conditions was starting to become an 

issue. Coaches Avi Segman and Natan Fell got to the drawing board and made some positional changes that got the ball back 

in Yavneh’s favour. After some wayward goal kicking, the Yavneh boys were happy to take a 21-point lead into half time after two 

energy sapping quarters.

The premiership (third) quarter was where the game was won, with Yavneh reducing King David to a scoreless quarter. The 

gut running of Joel Parasol and Eitan Potash in the middle and the rebound off the half back from Giddy Begleiter was game 

changing. The King David boys were run off their feet, resorting to some undisciplined acts off the ball leading to more carnage 

on the scoreboard.

The fourth quarter was played in Yavneh’s half of the ground as the boy’s endurance and precision passing became too much. 

After monstering a couple of big pack contests, Gabe Jotkowitz got reward for effort and kicked the final two goals of the game 

handing Yavneh a 37-point win. 

After a tough loss in 2021, the Yavneh team responded, grabbed the cup with both hands and celebrated a hard-earned win. A 

day they will never forget!

Veteran PE teacher Alan Wing was quoted as saying “that was the best Yavneh team to come through the school in 15 years”. 

Congratulations to everyone involved, thank you for all the support and enjoy the memories for years to come.

On Monday, we celebrated the conclusion of the ME program, which is our Bnei Mitzvah program at Yavneh. The program was 

full of meaningful and fun sessions which emphasised the significance of this milestone. Through teaching the students about 

mitzvot and values, we were able to prepare them for Jewish adulthood. We were kindly joined by the parents of Year 7 for the 

celebration, where we reflected on a wonderful year of growth and learnt about the importance of knowing who you are and what 

you care about before you can make an impact on the world. Mazel tov Year 7s!

YAVNEH V.S KING DAVID INTERSCHOOL FOOTBALL
MARC FELIX-FAURE, Head of Primary and Secondary HPE

ME PROGRAM
ASHLEE GLASSER, Jewish Life Educator

בס׳׳ד
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http://www.hatzolah.org.au/bettertogether
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http://www.trybooking.com/cajxu
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Second	hand	uniform	stock	–	current	as	at	5	May	2022	
	

Sport	T-shirt	-	$15	
Size	4x7	
6x5,	8x1	
10x4	
12x11,	14x1	
XSx3,	Lx1	and	XXLx1	
	
Sport	shorts	-	$15	
4x1,	8x3,	10x8	and	12x1	
	
Sports	Jumper	(new	style)	-	$35		
4x2,	6x1,	8x2,	12x1,	16x1,	Sx1,	XSx4	and	XLx1	
	
Sports	pants	(new	style)	-	$25		-	NONE	
	
“Shell”	jacket		
Size	8-10	(no	hood)	-	$40	
	
Sport	skirt	-	$10	
Size	2x4	
10x3,	12x1,	14x2	and	16x2	
Mx3	
Lx4	
	
Sports	Leggings	-	$5	
6x1,	7x1,	8x3,	12x2	14x1,	XLx1	
	
Bike	shorts	-	$5	
6x3,	7x7,	8x5	&	10x2,	12x1	
	
Jumpers	-	$25/$30		(size/condition)	
4x1,	5x4,	7x7,	9x1	
10x4,	12x8	(	and	2	vests	-	$10)	
14x9		(and	6	vests	-		$10)	
16x7	(and	1	vest	-		$10)	
18x11	
20x5,	22x1	
	
Bags	$25	
Small	(prim	school)	–	x4	
Large	(sec	school)	–x5	(4	are	lighter	blue)	
	
Hats	-	$5	(2	available)										Reading	folders	-	$5	
Kippot	-	$5	(1	available)																			Scarf	-	$5x1	
	
	
To	purchase	message	Hayley	Jaffe	via	
FB	Messenger	or	watsapp	0409	138	949	

Girls	summer	dress	-	$20	
Size	4Cx6	
6Cx6,	8Cx7	
10Cx5,	12Cx1	
10Ax1	and	12Ax1	
	
Girls	long	sleeve	shirts	-	$15	
Size	4x14,	6x5	
8x9	(1	is	$10	as	marks)	
10x2	&	12x1	
AND	Senior	(with	logo)	-	$20	
8x2,	10x3	
12x2		
16x4	
	
Girls	winter	tunic	-	$25	
Size	4x1,	6x2	(1	unhemmed),	8x3	
10x1	
	
Girls	winter	skirt	-	$25	
Size	12x2,	14x4,	16x3	
18x1	&	22x1	(shortened)	
	
Boys	summer	shorts	-	$15	
Size	3x1.	4x7	(3	not	school	brand)	
6x6	(3	are	adjustable)	
8x7	(1	not	school	brand)	
10x12	(4	not	school	brand)	
12x7	
14x1,	16x1	and	18x1	
32x2,	34x2,	36x1	and	38x1	
	
Boys	summer	shirt	-	$15	
Size	3x1,	4x2,	6x4	(some	$10	as	marks)	
7x1,	8x4	(3	are	$10	as	marks)	
10x11,	12x6,	14x5	and	Lx1	
	
Boys	winter	(long	sleeve)	shirts	-	$15	
Size	7x2,	8x6,	10x7,	12x14	
14x12,16x1,	18x3	and	Sx4	
	
Boys	Trousers	-	$20	
3x3,	4x2	(adjustable?),	5x1,	6x2	(adjustable)	
7x3	(NEXT	brand)	
8x7	(2	not	school	brand)	
10x7	(2	NEXT	brand)	
12x7,		14x5,16x3,	18x2	
32x2,	34x1,	36x1	
38x1,	40x2	
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Yavneh College Chess Club 
             Term 3, 2022 
   .           Classes start Wednesday 13th July      

     Come along and join in the fun. 
 

Dates: Wednesday 13/7 – 21/9:  
 
Club Times:  4.15 – 5.15  
Venue: Secondary  Library 
The cost is $17.50 per lesson. The cost for 11 lessons is $192.50 

**A discount will be given for siblings - every sibling after the 
first/child will pay only $15.50 per lesson ($170.50) 

 
Students will not receive a refund for classes missed for absentees but students commencing 
after the first week do not pay for the earlier lessons. School camps can be deducted off as well.  
Covid isolation you receive a credit for next term. 
 
PAYMENTS MUST BE MADE ONLINE AT: www.chessideas.com.au  
Go to Pay Fees – Click on Term Fees Enter the amount from your Registration 
form -   (no $ sign) 
Add to cart  
Next page enter all details for your child as asked: 
Chess username or ID please put N/A Click to pay:  
You go to PayPal where you can pay with a PayPal account or click credit card 
payment at the bottom of page, no American Express or Diners card  
All Payments need to be made by the second week of 
Chess 
Any Queries email: logistics@chessideas.com.au  
If your child has a medical condition we should know about please ring our office with details. 

 
........................................................................................................................................ 

CHESS REGISTRATION TERM 3, 2022 – Yavneh College 
This form only to be filled out if you cannot pay online, then hand to the 

Chess Tutor  
CLASS TIME:         Wednesday:  4.15 – 5.15 p.m.   
 
NAME OF CHILD: ______________________________________________________ 
 
EMERGENCY PARENT CONTACT NUMBER: ______________________________ 
 
 Credit Card Details: _____________________________ Name on Card:_________________________________  
 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
    Amount:  $ ______________ 
 

 
 

 

 

 


