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We have come to that moment, at the end of a whirlwind two 

years of Covid with the dust far from having been settled on the 

academic school year, and here we are: last Kesher of 2021. 

Despite all the many things happening within the College, 

looming large in all our minds is the fact that the close of this 

year ends the tenure of Ms Skewes as the Principal of Leibler 

Yavneh College.

I have had the honour of working very closely with Ms Skewes 

in my position as Deputy Principal and as Head of Jewish 

Studies and I have benefited greatly from her guidance and 

mentorship. Ms Skewes exhibited tremendous courage in 

taking on the reigns of a Religious Zionist school, a culture 

which was entirely new to her at the commencement of her 

position. I recall speaking to her before her first presentation to 

staff and providing her a few Hebrew words to pepper her 

speech with. Now, a full five years later, she unwittingly uses Hebrew terms, oftentimes to 

individuals who don’t understand them and just look at her blankly.

When I pool my Torah knowledge for an example of an individual in our history for whom Ms 

Skewes seems to reflect, my mind turns to Yitro. As we know, Yitro was not a Jew, he arrived 

in the Sinai desert to visit his son-in-law Moshe and found him running a very inefficient 

Judicial system. Yitro taught Moshe the importance of delegating responsibility, of creating 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAZAL TOVS:
To the Braver family on the birth of a little boy.

To the Grynberg family on Jade’s Bat Mitzvah.

To the Meadows family on Mia’s Bat Mitzvah.

To the Fisher family on Ari’s marriage to Nechama Ruschinek.

To the Tempelhof family on Giddy’s Bar Mitzvah.

May you continue to have Nachat from your families.

BAR/BAT MITZVAH REGISTRATION:
Please remember to register the date of your son 
or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah with Lynda Pilalis at 
Reception on 9528 4911 or emaill.pilalis@yavneh.vic.
edu.au

FAREWELL MS SKEWES

CHAIM COWEN, Deputy Principal, Head of Jewish Studies

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

DECEMBER

Tue 14 Last Day of School

2022

FEBRUARY

Tue 1 First Day of School

CANDLE LIGHTING:  
Parshat Vayigash

Light Candles: 8:17pm
Shabbat Ends: 9:22pm

mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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CONTINUED

clear processes and thus ensuring a safe and productive workplace in which Moshe would not ‘burn out’ and the nation would 

not be riddled by inefficiencies which would lead to frustration. Moshe listened and he implemented Yitro’s advice in its entirety.

While Ms Skewes is known to us all through our many interactions with her, one thing that not all are aware of is how she has 

worked tenaciously at ensuring the smooth and safe running of our college. She has been consistent and fair in her dealings with 

staff, students and families and has overseen the implementation and execution of myriad systems that have ensured better 

alignment between all the school’s stakeholders, with safety and wellbeing as two of her key priorities.

In addition, Ms Skewes has consistently held the College’s values paramount in every decision. Along with the question of “What 

is in the best interest of the student/s?” Ms Skewes has held the College mission statement as a beacon, ensuring its language is 

part of the fabric of day-to-day interactions between members of Yavneh and that its message is living one. The fact that Yavneh’s 

Religious Zionist identity has become further crystalised under Ms Skewes is not only a testament to her good leadership, but it is 

a testament also to her integrity. Her personal views have consistently been left off the table, she has served the school with a 

sense of fiduciary duty – caring only for its fulfilment with no perceptible entanglement of any other agenda. This achievement is 

something I am personally in awe of, being so acutely aware of how so many in leadership often bring personal views and biases 

to the table. Not so Ms Skewes, who led Yavneh on its own, self-defined, terms.

There is a wonderful legacy of Chasidei Umot Ha’Olam – righteous among the nations – that Judaism has recognised. From 

Shifra and Puah – the midwives who (according to some views) were Egyptian – who saved Jewish baby boys from Pharoah’s 

decree that they be murdered at birth, through to the many in recent generations who have stood up Jewish people and for the 

Torah way of life. Ms Skewes is one such person. She has fought for the strengthening of Torah-true education and has been 

without compromise in upholding Yavneh’s values.

There is much more that the pen can write to extoll the virtues of Ms Skewes, however let the above words be the first 

brushstrokes on the portrait of her legacy at Yavneh.

One behalf of students, staff, and families – thank you Ms Skewes for your unwavering leadership of Yavneh over the past five 

years.

With warm wishes for continued success.

Shabbat Shalom
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Uniform Shop orders can be made via flexischools at present or contactless deliveries via the guardhouse.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
 
The YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your 
donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.
 All proceeds from sales support our Yavneh children via YPO 
projects.

Contact Hayley Jaffe (hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au or 
WhatsApp 0409 138 949) if you wish to buy or donate pre-
loved uniforms.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

The ordering system is in place for your convenience. Use Flexischools to order uniforms.

Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform & 
Books Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/
yavnehuniform/ to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books 
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please 
restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand 
books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the 
Facebook page.

Please let Lynda Pilalis @ l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au  know if any ex-students have made Aliya, so we can update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD
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YAVNEH 2ND HAND UNIFORM SHOP

HAILEY JAFFE, 2nd Hand Uniform Shop

PSG – THANKS AND LOOKING TOWARDS 2022

DAVID FISHER, Head of Administration

2021 was another record year – and the children weren’t even wearing uniforms on Zoom! This is my 3rd year of looking after the 

Yavneh 2nd hand uniform sales on behalf of the YPO with $20,000+ raised in that time for YPO projects that directly benefit YOUR 

children. 

Total sales this year...over $7,500 (and counting)

Average sale…$40

Most popular items…$15

Look on a newly uniformed child…priceless!

Dear Balaclava and Elsternwick Parents,

Over the years, I've often marvelled at the dedication and 

commitment of our CSG and PSG volunteers. The way they 

give back to the community, the way they protect our school 

and students in rain, hail or shine is a real reflection of the 

community spirit that we are trying to engender into our student 

community.  A special thank you to all the PSG staff and a 

special note of thanks to Bindy Cohen and Daniel Perlstein.

On behalf of Bindy and Daniel, I'd like to reach out to all ELC, 

Kinder, Primary and Secondary parents to encourage you to 

consider becoming a CSG or PSG volunteer for the first time or 

return to help our school.  CSG's next security volunteer course 

begins in March 2022. For more information, please reach out 

to Bindy Cohen 0423 007 114 or bindycohen@gmail.com.

You will learn vital skills, such as Krav Maga, self-defence and 

the theories and principles of security. More importantly, you 

will be equipped to help protect our community. Men and 

women alike make fantastic volunteers, so if you're in sound 

health and have a moderate level of fitness, please give this 

serious consideration.

The safety of our students should never be taken for granted 

and this role must be spread over many Yavneh families, not 

just a few!

Kind regards, David Fisher

Thanks to all of you who supported by donating old school 

clothes and bags and/or buying some.  Over 180 completed 

purchases (and plenty trials and returns)!!  

I look forward to your continued support 2022.

Hayley 0409 138 949     

mailto:hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - PARSHAT VAYIGASH

MARCUS ROSENBERG, Secondary Jewish Studies Teacher

FROM THE YPO

Yosef had years to plan what he would say to his brothers when he met them. Years as a slave, then as a prisoner to 
grind his teeth and come up with the perfect verbal revenge, physical or at least verbal. None of us Parsha readers 
would have begrudged him. 

Yet, when he finally gets the chance, all he has for them is two words: אני יוסף"” – “I am Yosef”. Sivan Rahav-Meir 
pointed out that sometimes, the ultimate rebuke is nothing more than holding up the reality. Any more, only creates 
more pain.

She also interpreted a comment of Rashi at the meeting between Yosef and Binyamin in a novel way. Rashi says that 
each brother cried for the Temple and the Mishkan that would be destroyed in each other’s eventual territory. What 
this means is, that Yosef sensed that this would not be the last fight between brothers. The Children of Yisrael began 
with infighting that crippled the family, and we will always stand to be weakened when we fight internally. 

Yosef’s restraint in rebuking his ten half-brothers is paired with his emotional outburst at meeting his only full brother. 
He knew, what happened once could certainly happen again. He had felt that pain and wanted to avoid it at all costs. 

We too need to bear in mind the harm that can arise from internal conflict. The path Yosef shows us is not avoidance 
of rebuke when another has done something we know is wrong. It is simply showing them the reality of their actions. 
No more. This way, we may hope to maintain peace for the people in our families, and the families of our people.

After months of living online, last Wednesday evening Yavneh parents finally came together again at Yavneh by 
Moonlight. In true Melbourne style, the outdoor cinema was moved inside due to lighting and thunderstorms on the 
first day of summer. Everyone still enjoyed the chance to shmooze, meet new friends and catch up with old ones 
with delicious cocktails, popcorn, ice cream and a hot donut truck. Thank you to everyone who came along and the 
volunteers who made it happen!

בס׳׳ד
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SPEECH NIGHT
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Parents and children both benefit from spending quality family time together. Children feel special when their 
parents take the time to do fun activities with them, as even simple everyday errands can make for a great bonding 
experience. With a long holiday break fast approaching, take time to schedule some special moments together as a 
family.

 Quality time, as the old cliché’ goes, is not about “how much” it’s about the unexpected, unplanned, meaningful 
moments when we interact with our children: a really good conversation on a car ride. A moment of silly singing and 
dancing in the kitchen when a favourite song comes on. Snuggling together on a rainy afternoon to share a book or a 
cuddle. These are the moments that memories are made of – for us as adults and for our children.

In saying this, we don’t need to spend each day of the holidays entertaining our children. Being “bored” is ok too. 
Most of us feel responsible when we hear “I’m bored” from our children and want to solve this "problem" right away. 
We respond to our kids’ boredom by providing technological entertainment or structured activities. But that's actually 
counter-productive. Children need to encounter and engage with the raw stuff that life is made of: unstructured time

Unstructured time gives children the opportunity to explore their inner and outer worlds, which is the beginning 
of creativity. This is how they learn to engage with themselves and the world, to imagine and invent and create. 
Unstructured time also challenges children to explore their own passions. If we keep them busy with lessons and 
structured activity, or they "fill" their time with screen entertainment, they never learn to respond to their own feelings. 
It's also essential for children to have the experience of deciding for themselves how to use periods of unstructured 
time, or they'll never learn to manage it. 

Unfortunately, our society is raising a whole generation of children who are addicted to screens. But children need 
all kinds of other experiences, from building with blocks (motor skills, perceptual abilities) to engaging with other kids 
(learning how to get along and partner with others) to creative pursuits (becoming a doer, not a passive observer). 
Children also need to be physically active. Their bodies are designed to move, and if they don't, they have a harder 
time sustaining attention and staying in a good mood. That's why it's essential to limit screen time. 

Here are some examples of screen-free ideas that children can do themselves:

• Build a fort with blankets and pillows 

• Find shapes in the clouds 

• Plan a treasure hunt, with clues 

QUALITY HOLIDAY TIME
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yavneh Early Learning Centre
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• Ride your bike 

• Use boxes to build a castle 

• Make paper bag puppets or sock puppets 

• Cut out pictures from magazines and make a collage 

• Put juice & cut-up fruit into ice cube trays to make ice 
cubes. 

• Use masking tape to make a race track for your cars 
all over your living room 

• Set up a shop and be the shop keeper 

• Make an obstacle course 

• Decorate a rock and make a house to keep it as a 
pet 

• Use old cardboard tubes and boxes to build a marble 
maze. 

• Read a book 

• Make a boat using a plastic bottle base & icypole 
sticks (use duct tape) for the top, then float it at the 
pond. 

• Draw a picture of a desert island with all the things 
you would want on it 

• Blindfold your sibling & take them on a tour of your 
house & yard, then trade places. 

• Play a board game 

• Draw on the sidewalk with chalk 

• Play hopscotch 

• Plant some seeds 

• Weed the garden 

• Make puppets with old socks, buttons & markers. 

• String beads to make friendship bracelets. 

• Use pipe cleaners to make animals 

• String a necklace out of pasta 

• Practice kicking a soccer ball 

CONTINUED
• On a hot day, give kids sponges and a bucket of 

water outside, and let them toss them to each other

• Glue icypole sticks together to make picture frames, 
decorate. 

• Make playdoh 

• Paint sea shells or rocks 

Thank you for your support over the course of this year.

We look forward to 2022!!
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As we reflect on this past year, we are in awe of how much the students have grown in their knowledge. It is hard to believe that 

at the beginning of this year we started by simply teaching them the letter Aleph.  In one year, they have learnt how to match each 

letter to the corresponding sound, blend the sounds together to form words, write each letter and finally how to transcribe from 

print to script.  Now, our students are completing this year with the ability to read and transcribe the first Pasuk of each Parasha. 

This is an important step in our Parasha journey. Every day we cover a short section of the story from a chapter book.  We bring 

the story to life through pictures, puppets, and books. At the end of the week students have an opportunity to colour-in and 

decorate their own Parasha sheet sequence, provided by little block pictures. The highlight of the week is our Parasha project 

where we do a special art activity to consolidate their learning and bring all the aspects of the story together. As teachers our 

favourite part of the week is when the students bring back their Parasha folders on Monday and tell us about their experience 

sharing the content with their families. This week teaching the Preps the last Parasha of the school year was bittersweet.  It has 

been an honour and pleasure to witness every child’s engagement and absolute fascination by the story. We wish them all much 

Hatzlacha next year in Grade 1 and may they continue to be a source of Nachat for you.

PREP JEWISH STUDIES: PARASHA JOURNEY
CHAVI GROSSMAN, Co-ordinator of Jewish Studies (Primary), SUE ASH, Primary Jewish 

Studies Teacher & SARAH FINCH, Music Teacher

A highlight this term has been learning various styles of 
poetry alongside different language devices, including 
rhythm in poetry and prose. The students explored how 
language devices enhance meaning and influence the 
reader’s reaction. Their learning culminated with the Year 
3 students doing a presentation to our Year 2 students 
who were impressed by their poetry prowess. Year 2's 
marvelled at the well-presented Anthologies as well as 
the sheer effort put in and were inspired for what's to 
come in 2022.

YEAR 3’S ARE POETS, AND THEY DIDN’T EVEN KNOW IT!  
MELANIE ADELIST & CLAUDIA BENAU, Primary General Studies Teachers
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The week before Chanukah the Year 4 students were once again privileged to have an online art session from Savta Nili in Israel, 

Ethan Sadan’s grandmother, to help us get into the Chanukah spirit. The students learned how to create paper cuts to look like 

stained glass window creations. The students traced, cut and created Chanukah symbols including dreidels, chanukiot and jugs 

of oil which they decorated with all different shades of coloured  pieces of cellophane. The creations were magnificent and have 

brought extra light to the Yavneh corridors during the week of Chanukah. Thank you again to Savta Nili for taking time out of her 

busy schedule to share the joy of Chanukah from the Holy Land, we all had a wonderful time!!!

THE JOY OF CHANUKAH FROM THE HOLY LAND
MICHELLE SHARP & HAYA TANE, Primary Jewish Studies Teachers

CONTINUED
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As we have approached the end of yet another unprecedented COVID-tossed academic year 2021, I take this wonderful 
opportunity to congratulate and thank all the students and teachers for displaying their utmost resilience and their valuable 
contribution towards science throughout this year. Despite many setbacks, I am confident that the students at each year level 
have had a worthwhile and meaningful learning experience in science during this year that envisaged them to REFLECT, SOLVE, 
CREATE, GROW and THINK in their unique ways. In particular, a few of the many dynamic activities such as National Science 
Week, STEAM club, STILE Education etc., have been thoroughly enjoyed by our students this year.

Leibler Yavneh College Science Team has planned many engaging and competitive IT and STEAM programs for 2022 and I am 
sure that students across all year levels will surely benefit from those. I wish all the very best to our Senior Students, who sat their 
VCE Examination and going to pursue their further education. 

I cherished my experience as a Head of Science during this incredible phase and was able to manifest effective learning 
experience with the help of amazing Science team at our college. I wish Ms. Bruce all the best in her Science Leadership position 
from 2022. 

I extend my prayerful wishes to you all to have a restful and rejuvenating holiday!

SCIENCESCOPE – 2021 @ LEIBLER YAVNEH COLLEGE
PETER LOUIS, Head of Science

Mr. Keller’s Year 7-C Science students engaging in a STEAM activity: Engineering design with LEGO 
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Dogs have a long history of companionship, extending back at least 30,000 years. “Animal-assisted interventions” are becoming 
more popular in schools around the world, and dogs, horses, guinea pigs, fish and birds are all popular animals featuring in 
therapeutic work. These interventions have been found to be beneficial across a range of curriculum areas, including learning 
support and wellbeing programs.  

In Term 4, we were fortunate to have the team from Canine Comprehension run a dog-assisted learning program for our year 
7-9 students. Canine Comprehension’s aim is to create a group atmosphere where students feel confident, calm and able to 
implement strategies that help them deal with challenges.  

Current evidence suggests that bringing a trained Animal Assisted Therapy Dog into the sessions breaks down barriers, promotes 
happiness and reduces anxiety in students. Canine Comprehension takes an innovative approach to children's education and 
engagement. The team at Canine Comprehension are passionate and experienced allied health professionals, educators and dog 
trainers who share a vision of creating more harmonious learning focused relationships between humans and dogs. 

A recent survey of over 400 students, conducted by the Canine Comprehension team, found the following benefits after 
participation: 

• 69% of students reported that they ‘feel less anxious now than when they started the program’ 

• 90% of staff reported an increase in peer connectedness.  

• 85% of staff reported an increase in emotion regulation.  

• 77% of staff reported that students who participated are now more engaged at school.  

• 65% of students reported that they now ‘feel better about coming to school’. 

The program for our students at Yavneh College was designed to: 

• Help students discuss their worries around learning                                     

• Developing strategies and confidence in managing school  

• Practicing mindfulness techniques                            

• Support the development of interpersonal and social skills 

We hope that this program provided some of our students with the opportunity to build resilience, confidence, and enhance their 
communication skills. We acknowledge the generous support of JCAS and the LYC Wellbeing Department for providing this 
wonderful opportunity to our students. 

בס׳׳ד

“When I was doing the activities with the guidance dog Honey, it made me feel at peace and open minded”

CANINES ON CAMPUS!
CLEO WESTHORPE, Head of Education Support Secondary & NATAN KESSLER, 
Education Support Secondary and Jewish Life Educator
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WE CAN FINALLY GET TOGETHER!
Melbourne people we sure have done it hard these last 

months. But now we can come together in a safe, outdoor 

space and enjoy each other’s company whilst our pampered 

pups enjoy an exclusive doggy park!

Join us on Sunday the 12th of December between 10:00am – 

12:00pm for a pup-tastic day!

Held at the Doggy Play Park in Heatherton, there will be 

exciting activities for all creatures big and small. Your dogs will 

have access to a private dog park with features such as: fenced 

play areas, obstacle courses, ball pits and more! 

There will be stalls to purchase snacks for both humans and 

pups. Bring the whole family along for some great fun and 

waggy tails!

Register here: emunah.org.au/doggyday

http://Emunah.org.au/doggyday
http://www.emunah.org.au/doggyday
http://levelup.bneiakiva.com.au
http://levelup.bneiakiva.com.au
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http://fedcamp.bneiakiva.com.au
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Second	hand	uniform	stock	–	current	as	at	8	December	2021	
	

Sport	T-shirt	-	$15	
Size	4x2	
6x3	
10x3	
12x6	
XXLx1	
	
Sport	shorts	-	$15	
8x2,	10x5,	14x1	and	Mx1	
	
Sports	Jumper	(new	style)	-	$35	-	NONE	
14x1	&	XSx1	(maybe	16	as	shrunk?)	
	
Sports	pants	(new	style)	-	$25		-	NONE	
	
Sport	skirt	-	$10	
Size	2x3,	4x2,	6x1	
10x2,	12x1,	14x1	
Mx3	
Lx4	
	
Sports	Leggings	-	$5	
6x1,	7x1,	8x3,	12x2	14x1,	XLx1	
	
Navy	Tights	-	$3		-	NONE	
	
Bike	shorts	-	$5	
6x3,	7x7,	8x5	&	10x2,	12x1	
	
Jumpers	-	$25/$30		(size/condition)	
4x2,	5x1,	6x1,	7x1,	8x1	
10x3,	12x9	(	and	2	vests	-	$10)	
14x7		(and	6	vests	-		$10)	
16x3	(and	1	vest	-		$10)	
18x8	
20x4,	22x1	
	
Bags	$25	
Small	(prim	school)	–	NONE	
Large	(sec	school)	–x3	(lighter	blue)	
	
Hats	-	$5	(2	available)										Reading	folders	-	$5	
Kippot	-	$5	(none	available)																			Scarf	-	$5x2	
	
To	purchase	message	Hayley	Jaffe	via	
Facebook	Messenger	or	0409	138	949	

Girls	summer	dress	-	$20	
Size	4Cx6	(1	short	&	1	unhemmed)	
8Cx3	(1	is	unhemmed)	
10Cx5	
12Ax1	(unhemmed)	
16Ax1	
	
Girls	long	sleeve	shirts	-	$15	
Size	4x21,	6x3	
8x2	(1	is	$10	as	marks)	
10x3	&	12x2	
AND	Senior	(with	logo)	-	$20	
8x2,	10x4	
12x3,	14x2	($10	as	marks)		
16x4	
	
Girls	winter	tunic	-	$25	
Size	4x5,	6x4	(2	unhemmed),	8x3	
10x1	
12x1	&	14x1	
	
Girls	winter	skirt	-	$25	
Size	12x1,	14x4,	16x1	
18x2	&	22x1	(shortened)	
	
Boys	summer	shorts	-	$15	
Size	3x1.	4x6	(1	not	school	brand)	
6x6,	7x1	(not	school	brand)		
8x9	(3	not	school	brand)	
10x8	(2	not	school	brand)	
12x1	(NEXT	brand)	
16x2	
32x2,	34x2,	36x2	and	38x2	
	
Boys	summer	shirt	-	$15	
Size	4x3,	6x7	(some	$10	as	marks)	
7x3,	
10x8,	12x7	
Sx2	and	Lx1	
	
Boys	winter	(long	sleeve)	shirts	-	$15	
Size	4x2,	6x1,	7x1,	8x4,	10x6,	12x13	
14x10,16x2	and	Sx2	
	
Boys	Trousers	-	$20	
3x2,	4x3,	5x2	(NEXT),	7x5	(3	are	NEXT	brand)	
8x7	(1	is	NEXT	&	1	is	adjustable)	
10x11	(1	is	adjustable	and	2	NEXT	brand)	
12x7,		13x1	(NEXT	brand),	14x2	
16x3,	18x3,	20x1	
34x2,	36x1	
38x1,	40x2	

	


