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EMBRACING CHANGE
TERRY CROTHERS, Deputy Head of Primary and General Studies Teacher
“CHANGE IS THE HEARTBEAT OF GROWTH” –
SCOTTIE SOMERS
Change is a natural part of life. It helps us to grow and
shape who we are, what we are and what we may
become through a sequence of experiences some of
which we choose, but many that we cannot.
Over the past 18 months, change has been forced upon
us, affecting every part of our daily live including our
education, employment, leisure activities, relationships
and even our weekly shopping. The unpredictable
nature of being in such uncertain times has left us
feeling out of control and unsettled over what the
future holds for ourselves, our children, and our school
community.
We are now transitioning into yet another new phase
on our journey, combining two distinct types of learning
formats: face to face learning and remote lessons. This
change presents yet another challenge which we have not experienced before, and it is

CANDLE LIGHTING:
Parshat Vayeira

important to acknowledge the impact that this may have on our students, teachers, parents,
siblings, guardians, and carers.

Light Candles: 7:26pm
Shabbat Ends: 8:26pm

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

MAZAL TOVS:

BAR/BAT MITZVAH REGISTRATION:

To the Gosling family on the engagement of Sam to
Danielle Josef.

Please remember to register the date of your son or
daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah with Lynda Pilalis at Reception
on 9528 4911 or email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au

May you continue to have Nachat from your family.

NOVEMBER
SUN 21 Year 12 Graduation

CONDOLENCES:
To the Symons, Weizman and Makowski families on the passing
of Mr Phil Symons OAM – Past Chairperson of Mizrachi
May your families know no more sorry.
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As we welcome this next chapter into a ‘Covid normal’ world,
it will be our positive attitudes that empower us to tackle these
challenges with confidence and will also motivate us to extend
ourselves beyond our comfort zone.
We will be able use our new skills and learning habits
(dispositions) to assist in making this a positive transition:
1.

Have positive self-talk.

2.

Set small, achievable goals.

3.

Stay connected to friends, family, teachers, and
community.

4.

Practice self-care.

These are skills that we may never have learnt if we hadn’t
been ‘forced’ to adapt to the current, ever-changing times and
they will serve as good guides in all aspects of our lives, no
matter what changes we encounter.

Change is inevitable. Change is uncomfortable. Let’s do what
we do best and as a community, embrace this change together.
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UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
Uniform Shop orders can be made via flexischools at present or contactless deliveries via the guardhouse.
The ordering system is in place for your convenience. Use Flexischools to order uniforms.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
The YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your
donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.
All proceeds from sales support our Yavneh children via YPO
projects.
Contact Hayley Jaffe (hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au or
WhatsApp 0409 138 949) if you wish to buy or donate preloved uniforms.

Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform &
Books Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/
yavnehuniform/ to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please
restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.
Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand
books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the
Facebook page.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD
Please let Lynda Pilalis @ l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au know if any ex-students have made Aliya, so we can update the Aliya Honour Board.

WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - PARSHAT VEYEIRA
NOAH EPSTEIN, Secondary Jewish Studies Teacher
The scene is set in the opening line of Parshat Vayera with Avraham “sitting at the opening to his tent”, waiting for travellers to
pass by in the “heat of the day” (Bereishit 18:1). It is the third day since Avraham’s circumcision and despite the immense pain, he
cannot resist the opportunity to help others by welcoming them into his tent.
The Midrash on this Passuk suggests that the opening of the tent at which Avraham is sitting alludes to a figurative opening into
the world in which Avraham resides, where ethical monotheism is the accepted reality.
Avraham and Sara’s hospitality is well-renowned. Their tent was open on four sides to ensure that travellers from all directions
could be welcomed as guests into their home. The Gemara in Sotah (10b) describes the clever method by which Avraham
would engage his visitors on a spiritual level after catering to their physical needs. Once they had finished their food and drink,
the guests would proceed to bless Avraham and express gratitude for that which he had provided them. In response, he would
prompt them to direct their thanks towards the true provider of all, “the One who spoke and brought the world into existence”.
Another midrash presents a disagreement regarding the age at which Avraham discovered G-d. One opinion suggests that he
was aged 3, while the other contends that it was not until 48 that Avraham founded monotheism. According to the second view,
Avraham lived a life of idol worship until middle age. After nearly 50 years devoid of connection to HaShem, how was Avraham
suddenly able to not only discover Him for himself, but also help others embrace monotheism so effectively?
The Maggid of Kozhnitzer explains that it was precisely these experiences that Avraham had before learning of HaShem’s
presence in the world that allowed him to inspire so many guests on their travels. Avraham was not a foreigner with a totally
unrelatable journey. He was able to engage with them from a place of understanding and create a dialogue that prompted people
from all walks of life to consider the notion of one Creator for the first time.
As the restrictions on our lives finally begin to ease, may we emulate the hospitality of Avraham and Sara and use it as a vehicle
for meaningful dialogue and growth.
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JEWISH LIFE PROGRAMS
TAMARA GINZBURG, Head of Jewish Life Programs
This year, our Primary and Secondary students have enjoyed a range of lunchtime and afterschool Jewish Life Clubs, enriching
the educational schooling experience of our students. On offer to our students from Prep through to VCE are programs filled with
high-level Torah content and hands-on activities, engaging students in different forums.
Whether we are online or in-person, our Jewish Life Clubs are continuing to run throughout Term 4, as we are committed to
providing a wholistic education that stimulates the hearts and minds of students towards a rich encounter with Torah learning and
the Religious Zionist values of the College. To view the range of Jewish Life Clubs, CLICK HERE
Friday night is the first-step of Shabbat; you let go of the busy week, change the tempo of your walking pace and let your mind
free. It’s the relaxation that comes from contrast. On Shabbat morning you wake up in your warm bed, lying still for a moment
while listening to the bird’s tweet and then get up to slowly savour a slice of your favourite chocolate bubka before meandering to
the study (or shul, in the post-lockdown age) to daven a lengthy Shacharit. That’s entering a space of inner peace.

YAVNEH TUCKSHOT 5 STAR RATING
DAVID FISHER, Head of Administration
We are thrilled that once again the Glen Eira Council has rated our tuckshop service with the highly sort after “5 Star Rating”.
Following a rigorous inspection, the team from Glen Eira noteD the cleanliness and order both front of shop and behind the
scenes in our beloved tuckshop.
The rating is a credit to our Tuck Shop Manager Angie ably assisted by team member Glenda. Both Angie and Glenda have
worked throughout the pandemic and assisted the College with a wide variety of activities.
We wish them both a hearty mazal tov as we welcome the resumption of tuck shop service today.

Leibler Yavneh College
11 October 2021
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INDEPENDENCE IN YOUNG CHILDREN
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yavneh Early Learning Centre
Children have a drive to be independent and do things on their
own. This is a healthy part of normal child development. As
children grow, they learn to do more and more tasks.
At our ELC we help young children become independent
by allowing and encouraging them to take responsibility for
themselves whenever possible. It can be faster and less messy
to do things for children, but they learn so much from doing
things for themselves. When children practice self-help skills
such as feeding and dressing themselves, they practice their
gross and fine motor skills, gain confidence in their ability to
try new things and build their self-esteem and pride in their
independence.
It is important that we encourage children to try for themselves
but provide help and encouragement when needed so they
don't get frustrated. Encouraging children to take care of
everyday hygiene routines and to use the toilet independently
helps them learn how to become more independent and selfsufficient. One should allow children to help with clean-up early
on and to begin clearing their own plates when they are old
enough to carry them without dropping them. When children
are involved in regular chores starting at a young age, they
tend to be more independent in early adulthood than children
without the experience of helping out.
Self-help skills are worth the time and effort. The secret to
success is to give children age-appropriate experiences
and provide the appropriate supports to help children be
successful. On a daily basis we offer opportunities for children
to develop self-help skills and give them ample time to work on
these important tasks. Remember that adults are important role
models. We model self-help skills and children learn a great
deal from watching us.
Extensive research on early childhood development shows
that during their second year, infants begin to develop a
sense of empowerment and competence that is spurred by
language and speech development. They acquire a greater
understanding of how to express themselves and how to meet
some of their own needs.
During this period, children often express their innate desire to
become more independent. “LET ME DO IT !!” is a common
request of young children who are discovering their own ability
to navigate the world around them. At this stage, different
parenting approaches can either nurture or hinder a child’s
spirit of independence and sense of self-reliance.
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According to The Urban Child Institute, the foundation for later
independence is built in early infancy, and is strengthened by
sensitive, responsive, and authoritative parenting throughout
the early years. Warmth and sensitivity help your child acquire
the confidence and problem-solving skills to confront and
overcome challenges later in life.
Some parents may find it difficult to ‘let go’ and to let their child
become independent. Others will want to expedite the process
of your child learning how to overcome obstacles on his
own. Research suggests that both extremes can be harmful.
Being overly protective or overly harsh with your child can
cause fear and self-doubt, and undermine children’s growing
independence
No parent wants to raise a helpless and totally dependent child.
As such, it is important to keep in mind how positive parenting can nurture the development of life skills and coping traits. Parental
behaviours promoting independence include showing sensitivity, helping your child remain goal-oriented, and helping then
maintain a positive view of oneself and his abilities.
Obstacles are easier to face if a child is confident in his/her ability to succeed — independent of their parents’ assistance — yet
secure in knowing that their support is available if needed.
Parenting and Early childhood education is a delicate balancing act of being attentive to children’s need for attention and care,
while also promoting the skills that will later help them rely on their own abilities.

PRIMARY ART
SAMARA ADAMSON-PINCZEWSKI, Primary Art Teacher

Aaron Kramer, Year 5

Goldie Fineberg, Year 5

Atalia Schneier, Year 5A

Goldie Fineberg, Year 5

Rebecca Israel, Year 5
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IT IS SO GOOD TO BE BACK!
SHARON SAMUNI, Head of Hebrew - Primary and Secondary
SO WHY DO WE HAVE MIXED FEELINGS ABOUT IT?
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on our lives. The sudden and often inconsistent changes forced us to adapt
quickly by developing new platforms and strategies for teaching remotely. Teaching Hebrew became particularly difficult, as
teachers could no longer use their body language as effectively and were unable to refer to the visual aids that are usually hung
on the classroom walls. Experienced language teachers routinely use gestures and acting to demonstrate the meanings of the
words, and unfortunately, it became challenging to convey these critical non-verbal cues through the online platform.
As students may feel uncertain about moving to on-site lessons, we wish to provide a safe and supportive environment for
learning. The transition back from remote learning should be approached with patience and determination. It is normal for
students to have mixed feelings about leaving the comfort of their homes. This might be true not only for our younger cohorts, but
also for the middle years.
We are aware that the pandemic and the restrictions affected student wellbeing as well as their academic achievements.
Friendships may have become strained or distant. Although many may have experienced loneliness during this time, some may
feel apprehensive about returning to school and reconnecting with their peers. Friendships are an important source of support for
young people, and they are vital in managing the stresses associated with the pandemic.
WHAT IS THE HEBREW DEPARTMENT COMMITTED TO DOING TO EASE THIS TRANSITION?
Teachers have been engaging with this topic for quite some time and we are aware of the challenges our Hebrew students are
facing. We are very excited to return to teaching and learning on campus and we will draw on many of the skills we use day-today to provide emotional and academic advice and guidance.
LET THEM TALK AND ACKNOWLEDGE WHAT HAS HAPPENED
We understand the importance of discussing the students’ experiences and difficulties. Therefore, we will provide Hebrew “circle
time” so students could share and re-establish listening skills, turn-taking, and concentration. While dwelling on the pandemic
may not be helpful to some, it is important that we maintain balance when talking about the topic without sensationalising it.
Students will probably have many questions regarding the pandemic, school, and the current measures in place and how it will all
affect their education. A “worry jar” in the primary school classrooms can help us understand what is bothering our students.
LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH A POSITIVE APPROACH
We will focus on building strong relationships and fostering confidence in our students. This could alleviate some of the worry
that they experience. We will initiate discussions about the positive things that have come out of the situation. Even though we
encountered difficult times, we will encourage our students to look for silver linings. We should consider how we might keep some
of those good things going. For example, pollution has gone down, as people are walking and cycling more instead of driving
their cars. We will recognise that the positive elements do not invalidate or downplay the negatives.
OPPORTUNITY FOR CATCH UP-WORK
We will make sure that our students can catch up on work they might have missed before moving forward to new topics. Students
are encouraged to approach us for support, and we will do our best to provide time during the lesson to complete tasks and have
one-on-one meetings when required.
INCORPORATING ARTS IN HEBREW LESSONS
In addition to regular language lessons, we will introduce creative activities, where students address their queries in a supportive
space. Creativity can bring people together and help them express feelings that are hard to put into words. It can also help us feel
less alone. Music, drama, and visual arts that reflect emotions can be a useful way to start a discussion. Singing in a group helps
people feel connected. Creating a piece of art as a whole class can help build connection and create a sense of belonging.
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CONTINUED
For example, displaying a picture made up of individual handprints as a physical reminder of a shared identity.
MINDFULNESS
During the lockdown, in a Hump Day staff get together, our
own Ms Dayan gave us some simple but useful tools that we
are planning to incorporate into our lessons.
These techniques include:
•

Relaxation through breathing to reduce worry.

•

Noticing my Senses (what can I see, hear, taste, smell or
feel?) as a mindfulness exercise.

The Hebrew Department would like to wish all our students and
families a positive and smooth transition back to school. We
are sure that THE BEST IS YET TO COME.

RACHEL IMEINU
PNINA LANDAU, Primary Jewish Studies Teacher
Every week the students learn a pitgam (Hebrew Jewish

We need kindness and chessed for the world to function. For

saying) which connects to the content to be covered that

example, when the beit Hamikdash got destroyed because

week. The start of this week consisted of the Yartzheit (the day

of Sinat Chinam. We need chessed to gel us as a culture and

commemorating the death) of Rachel Imeinu. Rachel Imeinu is

community. Rachel gave up her opportunity to marry first so she

known for exhibiting  חסדtrue mercy and selfless devotion to

wouldn’t embarrass her older sister - Nadav Rachmani.

those around her.

Hashem listened to Rachel because she was doing something

The pitgam introduced this week explains that “the world

for others before she was looking after herself, when she didn’t

stands on three things: on Torah study, on the service of

want to embarrass her sister, she let her older sister Leah marry

Hashem and on kind deeds”. It easy to explain the importance

Yaacov. She was also putting others before herself. She was

of Torah and Avodah (working-connection to Hashem). Why is

doing good things for people and when you do good things for

it important to exhibit chessed (kindness)? Why is it important

people good things happen to you - Zoe Zilberman.

to think of others? Rachel Imeinu demonstrated extreme
kindness when saving her sister from humiliation whilst also
risking her betrothal to Yaakov. Additionally, she showed
kindness towards her father, and later towards Bnei Yisrael
when they were being sent into exile. Rachel Imeinu prayed to

Hashem listened to Rachel more than others because she was
doing something for someone and not helping herself. Every
single person needs kindness in their life no matter if you know
the person or not, or if you are friendly with them or not.

Hashem to save the Jews from their punishment. As a result of

Just still be kind, it brightens your mood and when your kind it

Rachel’s selflessness and kindness towards others, Hashem

will spread and have a ripple effect then everyone will be kind to

listened to her prayers and answered her prayers. This

each other - Noa Middeldorf.

connects to another pitgam previously learnt, which explains
that “whoever prays for the good of their fellow man, their

The world stands on these three things because: we need

prayers are answered first”. This comes to show that helping

to know the Torah so we can understand our heritage which

others not only betters the others person but the person doing

makes us identify and know who we are; we need to service

chessed as well. That is why chessed (kindness) is one of the

Hashem because He is our King and our G-d and we need

three pillars on which the world stands. As much as we learn

to recognise that He is our G-d and our creator; and we need

for ourselves and work for ourselves, we need to ensure that

kindness in the world otherwise it wouldn’t run properly. We

we never forget those around us. This is especially true at

need kindness to ensure peace in the world - Ozzie Eckstein.

Yavneh where the focus is not only on bettering oneself but
bettering the lives of those around us and in our community.
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ROOTS PROJECT
SONIA SLONIM, Head Of Humanities and Social Sciences
120 computers logged on the Roots Project evening on Monday. While restriction forced us to have this function online, it enabled
us to have family members from around the world join us and share their family story with us. We heard stories of survival from
the Holocaust, immigration stories from Calcutta, Singapore, Morocco, South Africa, Israel, United States, Argentina, former
USSR, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Netherlands, Belgium, Poland, England and many more. We heard of great grandparents who
were friends in the shtetl and the great grandsons sitting next to each other at our school. We learnt about family traditions but
most importantly we learnt the stories of the tapestry of our community and what makes it so great.
The students are to be commended for the extraordinary effort they put in to research their histories when there were times during
the year that they could not visit their grandparents let alone interview them.
Thank you to all the family members who helped the students create such meaningful family mementos that I am sure will be in
your families for many years to come.
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TEACHERS OF LEIBLER
YAVNEH COLLEGE:
Teacher of the Week

Likes: Footy, soccer, footy,
cricket, bucks sushi, epl, Jade
Gresham & flying.

Favourite year level: They
are all my favourites, but
I enjoy teaching my VCE
classes the most.

Dislikes: Avocado, Bread,
loud chewing & when people
hang their lockers together at
school.
Favourite food from the tuck
shop: Frozen juice bottle.

Favourite thing about Yavneh: How everyone knows each
other.
If I was principal: Everyone can do what they want for a day.
Random skill/talent: I can play drums.
Favourite school memories: Inter-school cricket.

GERSHY’S GIGGLES
1.

Walmart has a lower acceptance rate than Harvard .

2.

Cookie Monsters real name is Sid.

3.

You’re twice as likely to be killed by a vending machine
than a shark .

4.

In Switzerland you can hire a clown to scare your children.

5.

In 2012 a man wore 60 shirts and 9 pairs of jeans on a
11-and-a-half-hour flight to avoid extra baggage fees.

JAFFE FAMILY QUIZ:
Guess the Theme
1.

What does Aladdin ride on?

2.

What is the weekly Chabad magazine called?

3.

What do you call the head of a committee?

4.

Small group of the most important Govt officials

5.

Ideological barrier erected by the Soviet Union after World
War II to seal it off from the West

MICHAEL DASKALOU
Head of Arts and Secondary
Teacher

Who’s your favourite member of staff? All staff at Yav are my
besties
However, I do have a soft spot for everyone in the
Arts Department.

😊

What’s your favourite tuckshop food? Greek Salad all the
way, washed down with a frozen fruit cup.

TRAVEL LOCATIONS:
FIJI - By the Israel Fam
Fiji puts all the blissful benefits of an exotic South Pacific
getaway—secluded palm-lined beaches; luxurious private
islands, spas, and resorts; sparkling water as far as the eye can
see—all within easy reach.
Don’t you just wish you could travel there now, lol if only it
weren’t for COVID-19
Lucky for modern day technology you can visit the Fijian
resources through google or google maps.
Why Fiji? Well, who doesn’t love to sit in a chair for four hours,
just so they can come back to school after the holidays to show
off their fabulous new hair? A place where you can go and
enjoy beautiful resorts with pools and night activities.

ANSWERS:

Favourite lesson and why:
Either sport or maths, I like
sport and I’m good at maths.

JAFFE FAMILY QUIZ:

Year 7

Magic carpet
Lamplighter
Chairman
Cabinet
Iron curtain

RAPH CASPER

Best memory at Yavneh:
Tough one, but here are some
great ones over the years:
Umpiring my first year 11 vs
12 backboard footy match
ever in 2008. Mr Goldstein
received a yellow card from
me. First ever Purim, loved
every minute of it. The first
time I experienced a shabbat
dinner at Yavneh.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

HUMANS OF LEIBLER
YAVNEH COLLEGE:
Student of the Week
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SECONDARY JUNIOR AND SENIOR MATHS
SUPPORT

MATHS HELPDESK
As an additional level of support to students who
may need some assistance with Mathematics
while in the Remote Learning zone, we are
offering a Help Desk four times per week with Mr
Hillel Solomon.

EVERY MONDAY TO THURSDAY 4:15PM 5:00PM VIA TEAMS
ONCE STUDENTS RETURN TO CAMPUS, THIS WILL BE
OFFERED FACE TO FACE
Join by

clicking the link here
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Second hand uniform stock – current as at 21 October 2021
Sport T-shirt - $15
Size 4x4
6x3
8x3
10x4
12x10
14x1
XXLx1
Sport shorts - $15
8x4, 10x7

Sports Jumper (new style) - $35 - NONE
Sports pants (new style) - $25 - NONE
Sport skirt - $10
Size 2x4, 4x1
10x2
Mx4
Lx3

Sports Leggings - $5
6x1, 7x1, 8x3, 12x2 14x1, XLx1
Navy Tights - $3 - NONE

Bike shorts - $5
6x5, 7x8, 8x5 & 10x2, 12x1

Jumpers - $25/$30 (size/condition)
4x1, 5x1, 6x2, 7x4, 8x3
10x2, 12x8 ( and 2 vests - $10)
14x8 (and 4 vests - $10)
16x4 (and 1 vest - $10)
18x9
20x4, 22x1
Bags $25
Small (prim school) – x5
Large (sec school) –x4 (lighter blue)

Hats - $5 (2 available) Reading folders - $5x2
Kippot - $5 (none available)
Scarf - $5x2
To purchase message Hayley Jaffe via

Facebook Messenger or 0409 138 949

Girls summer dress - $20
Size 4Cx5 (1 short & 1 unhemmed)
6x2
8Cx2 (1 is unhemmed)
10Cx7
Girls long sleeve shirts - $15
Size 4x20, 6x2
8x4 (1 is $10 as marks)
10x3 & 12x2
AND Senior (with logo) - $20
8x3, 10x2
12x4, 16x5

Girls winter tunic - $25
Size 4x5, 6x4 (2 unhemmed), 8x3
10sx2 (1 is unhemmed)
12x1 & 14x1
Girls winter skirt - $25
Size 2x10, 14x5, 16x1
18x1 & 22x1 (shortened)

Boys summer shorts - $15
Size 3x1. 4x6
6x6, 8x10
10x10 (2 not school brand)
12x1 (NEXT brand)
16x1 (not school brand)
32x1, 34x2, 36x2 and 38x1

Boys summer shirt - $15
Size 3x1, 4x3, 6x7 (some $10 as marks)
7x5, 8x3
10x10, 12x8
14x1, 16x1
Sx2, Lx1, XLx2

Boys winter (long sleeve) shirts - $15
Size 3x1, 4x3, 5x1, 7x1, 8x2, 10x4, 12x14
14x9,16x3

Boys Trousers - $20
3x2, 4x3, 7x4 (2 are NEXT brand)
8x8 (1 is NEXT & 1 is adjustable)
10x11 (1 is adjustable and 2 NEXT brand)
12x6, 13x1 (NEXT brand), 14x2
16x4, 18x3, 20x1
34x2, 36x1
38x1, 40x2
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