
The community magazine of Leibler Yavneh College  •  Issue 1 2021ity magazine of Leibler YaYaY vneh College •

TenLi Issue 1_2021 REPRO.qxp_2018 TenLi  18/3/21  12:26 pm  Page 1



Living Judaism today. For tomorrow.

REKINDLING
relationships

The return of our
students for the
commencement of
Term 1 2021 was
marked with great
energy and
enthusiasm. After weeks
of COVID normal in
Melbourne the threat of
further lockdowns had

receded and it was with much excitement
that staff and students rekindled face-to-
face relationships and quickly focussed on
routines and frameworks to begin the
learning journey of 2021. It was so apt that
our newly formed Jewish Life Team which
had the school ‘pumping’ in lunchtime and
after school clubs, chose the theme Yavneh
B’Yachad for 2021. (Last year’s theme which
was selected in January 2020, was
hishtadlut. Who would have known that so
much hishtadlut would be required by
every family last year in Melbourne?!)

Unfortunately, at the time of writing this
report in the fourth week of the school term,
we were again forced to close the
Elsternwick Campus to all but the children
of essential workers as a snap lockdown
was announced and Stage 4 restrictions
were applied. Our hard-working staff
immediately accepted the challenge of
moving to remote learning with very little
preparation time. Our students quickly
accepted the reality of the situation in
Melbourne and simply ‘got on’ with their
learning. Even our Prep students who had
only been at ‘big school’ for two weeks,
became remote learners with the
tremendous support from their teachers
and parents. One parent wrote: 

I am truly SO impressed by how fast
remote learning came to life, especially
considering it was all done over the
weekend. Thank you so much for your
dedication and hard work; it is not taken
for granted. I was amazed to see how
enthusiastic my child was, asking me
every five minutes when the next lesson
is. [Prep parent].

While on the surface it seemed as if students
were accepting of the transition, we were
also acutely aware of the potential impacts
this lockdown may have had on the
wellbeing of our students and families.
Teachers and support staff continued to
pay close attention to the responses of
individual students.

The advent of the COVID 19 pandemic has
reemphasised the importance of our young
people developing strong skills in resilience
and adopting a ‘can do’ attitude which will
serve them well at school and in life way
beyond the school gates. It has shone a
light on the need for our students to
strengthen their sense of agency, and for
schools and parents to work together in

nurturing this agency from an early age.
Developing students’ awareness of self and
enabling them to realise the power they
possess to influence the way they respond
or react to situations is an integral
component of a holistic education as we
support them to adopt a growth mindset
and to have grit.

“Drawing from the research by Carol Dweck
(2006, 2012), the ability to harness the power
of the word “yet” (the time between now
and the future) to compensate for the
negative associations with immediate
failure, is one of the first steps students can
take to develop a sense of personal growth
and achievement potential. Being able to
disassociate oneself from the ‘tyranny of
now’ is a learned skill that manifests itself
through one’s own mindset. Dweck has
demonstrated through her research that
increased learning can be achieved
through one’s ability to develop a growth
mindset instead of a fixed mindset. By
focussing on a growth mindset, students
can accept the positive inclusion of failure
in the larger picture of learning, rather than
the immediate needs for instant academic
success. The second step in transforming
students for best-practice success is
encouraging students to have stamina in
order to achieve long-term goals”.
Pueschel, A and Tucker, M “Achieving Grit through the
Growth Mindset” Ohio University

When talking with students during Term1 
I have emphasised the importance of
ongoing personal reflection as the initial
step in developing a growth mindset. You
need to be honest about your starting
point. For a school community to be truly
united, requires every individual to consider
the good they bring to the whole. I have

reminded students of the College’s mission
statement and have considered the
qualities that depict the high calibre and
distinctive students who graduate from
Yavneh. I invited students to consider their
responses to the following questions, in
setting their goals for growth in  2021: 

• Are you honest, do you care for 
   others, do you show respect to your
   teachers and your peers?
• How will you better connect with
   Hashem, engage in your davening,
   ensure you do your Mitzvot?
• How will you improve as a learner?
   What do you need to do in the 
   classroom and at home to ensure
   you improve your study habits and
   maximise every learning opportunity? 
• How will you engage with your Jewish 
   learning? How will you involve yourself 
   in the myriad of activities offered to 
   you by our J-Life team?
• How will you serve the community both 
   through school and community
   networks?

As a school we are here to challenge and
to support our students to grow
academically, spiritually, emotionally,
socially and physically. In partnership with
parents, we want every one of our students
to be the best they can be and, to grow,
they must be active participants in their
learning. Our students will not flourish if they
are passive bystanders, looking to their
teachers to ‘give them’ the knowledge.  This
means students will find themselves in
situations where they are stretched, where
they make mistakes, when they will be
disappointed, and they will need to try and
try and try again if they are to be
successful. To grow takes constant personal
reflection and grit - a growth mind-set, and
our teachers and family members are here
to help students to navigate the
uncomfortable feelings associated with this
growth. With the uncertainty surrounding
COVID 19, perseverance, adaptability and
optimism are certainly needed by each of
us to successfully face this current global
crisis.  

Cherylyn Skewes
Principal
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Purposeful intent in
the development of
school buildings,
social areas and
classrooms
facilitates deeper
learning, enhances
social interactions

and builds connectivity between the
culture of a school and its design.

Over the summer holidays a number of
exciting projects were completed at both
campuses. Current research suggests that
learning environments can affect
educational outcomes and new projects
are indeed a wonderful opportunity to
develop innovative spaces that can
enhance teaching and learning. 

Our STEAM rooms are exciting spaces with
flexible furniture and contain all the
ingredients of a “makerspace” domain. In
these areas students can explore, invent,
create and build, integrating theory with
practical experimentation. 3D printers, laptops
and iPads are all available for student use.

Living Judaism today. For tomorrow. Ten Li Yavneh Issue 1 • 2021     3

Facilities are important to the overall
wellbeing of staff and students. We
appreciate the support of the YPO in
renovating the Junior Primary Bathrooms.

Our Safer Communities Grant provided
the resources to erect a safety fence to
protect our students.

Robert L. Fulghum wrote a best-selling book
titled “All I Really Need to Know I Learned in
Kindergarten”. Indeed, so much is learned
while playing with others , sharing toys or
simply making new friendships. These are
facilitated by our new ELC decking
outdoor play area. 

We look forward to continued improvements
to our learning environment.

David Fisher
Head of Administration

A dedicated Apple Mac Lab for Music
enables budding musicians the opportunity
to compose songs, improvise or prepare
sound tracks for the next Media Blog.

The world of blogs, youtube channels and
utilising IT to facilitate and drive
communication is part of the new age of
teaching and learning. Pictured below is
our Head of The Arts, Michael Daskalou as
he showcases our new recording studio
to students.

Fully flexible learning enables students to
choose the means that best suit their
learning styles. Standing desks and
whiteboard desks enable round table
discussions providing opportunities for
collaborative work.

21st CENTURY
facilities @ yavneh
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I am sure that you will
all agree that 2020
was one of the most
challenging years to
date.With this in the
forefront of our minds as
we entered into the 2021
school year, it has been
extra important to us to

start this year afresh and focus on the
potential opportunities it brings to all of us –
students and educators alike.

As with each year, transitions into new
school contexts, bring changes to learning
expectations, peer group relations as well
as rules and routines. Some students (and
educators) manage these changes 
readily, while others may take a little longer
to adapt.

With all this in mind, the educators at our 
ELC entered this year with a number of
different strategies to help our young
learners to adapt to the changes a new
school year brings.

Some of these strategies include:
1.   Every environment has a set of “rules”
by which we need to abide in order to
make the environment safe for all. It is
important to us that the children in our care
are active participants in establishing these
guidelines. They are integral in discussing
“strategies for learning” and for navigating
learning tasks. Our room rules are visual
and on display for our students so that they
can refer back to them easily when
reminding is needed.

2. We set up opportunities for peer
mentoring and friendship forming through
creating many small learning experiences
which provoke conversation and positive
interactions. These experiences were aimed
at highlighting concepts such as kindness,
respect for others and respect for oneself.

3. We often (and continue to) reflected
on daily events thereby building
opportunities for our ELC children to build
resilience – encouraging positive reflection
on the change and the opportunities these
may bring. Our positive mantra of how well
our children managed saying goodbye to
their parent/carer each day, brought a
sense of pride and reassurance that this is a

space of comfort and security - a home
away from home.

4. We began our first term with activities
that allowed us to get to know our
children as well setting up our children for
success in getting to know their peers. We
understand that children form positive
relationships with teachers who demonstrate
care for them as people; who want to know
their interests and experiences and who
give them a fair go.

5. We value the importance of treating
our children – each and every one of our
children – fairly and respectfully. Ensuring 

that all of our educators understand the
rights of the child and the uniqueness that
each individual learner brings to our centre.

6. Transitioning into a new class, with
new educators can be daunting even for
the well-adapted individual.With this in
mind, we beautifully prepared our children
for what 2021 would look like. Despite Covid
19 throwing chaos to our transition
programs, we adapted our practices to
ensure that 2021 would bring an element of
familiarity to our learners.

7. Parent engagement is vital to the
success of a new school year. Parental
anxiety around school transitions is
understandable, but can be contagious to
the child. We began the year with parent
information evenings for our creche and
kinder parents to familiarize themselves with
what the new routines will look like, what
attributes and behaviours our centre values
and fosters and what are vision is for the
children in our care. This provided
reassurance to our families.

8. Maintaining a high level of
communication has allowed for on-going
success in creating a beautiful connection
between our educators, our children and
our parent body.

May 2021 continue to be a year of
success, health and happiness for our
students, our Yavneh families, our
dedicated educators and of course our
greater community.

Charlene Orwin
Head of ELC
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ENSURING A POSITIVE START 
for our young learners
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tasting it, seeing it, living it!
LIVING JUDAISM…

LIVIING JUDAISM
One cannot claim to
understand love if one
has not experienced it.
One can read poetry
and romantic novels,
and hear glorious
accounts of the way in
which it is transformative,
and even watch the

interactions between people who love one
another. But until one has experienced this
emotion for oneself, one is blind to its essence.

It is no different in our experience of HaShem.
As Tehillim 34:9 instructs us “ ”טעמו וראו כי טוב ה'
“taste and see that HaShem is good.” One
doesn’t not simply “learn” about HaShem,
one needs to experience Him. And it is this
experience, both in the realm of tasting and
seeing, that our Jewish Life team have been
creating for our students on campus over the
month of Adar.

Despite a five-day lockdown occurring on
Rosh Chodesh Adar, plans were adjusted to
ensure a spirited return to campus. Ruach
sessions, where students danced their way
through lunchtime (and, in our most junior
year, their way through an entire lesson)
provided an opportunity for students to “let
their hair down” and express their pent-up
joy in a visceral way.  

Mishloach manot packing sessions enabled
our students to direct their energy towards
preparing for this special mitzvah which
enhances camaraderie between friends,
and our exciting Cooking Through Tradition
club guided students in the baking of the
perfect hamentashen (that is no
exaggeration, I assure you).

Come Purim itself. The apex of the month
saw some exciting programs allowing
students to lead the festivities and enhanced
collaboration across year levels. Our Year 12
cohort worked tirelessly to decorate the
school in the theme of “outer space”
complete with a massive alien, stars and
plenty of tinsel. In our secondary school, a
student-led megillah reading took place
during Shacharit – female students (and a
few visitors) reading for our female students,
and male students reading for our male
students. The environment of each tefilla was
electric, and the role modelling of our
megillah-reading students was inspiring.

In the spirit of Yavneh B’yachad, our
secondary and primary year levels were
paired with the older students leading
activities, under the guidance of our Jewish
Life Educators. The leadership and
engagement showed by our senior students
was uplifting, as they learned first-hand that
the greatest way of experiencing joy is by
imparting it upon others.

The school day concluded with our Year 12s
leading their traditional dance at the whole
school tekes and then presenting a well-
crafted Purim speil, which had its audience
in peels of laughter. Not to mention the
incredible ventriloquism of our very own Miri
Krigsman (Year 2) whose puppet sang a
bout of “Mishenichnas Adar” to a spellbound
secondary-school audience.

Following the festivities of Purim, our Jewish
Life team neither wearied nor tired. As this
article goes to print, events being organised
included a Year 11 and 12 Shabbaton, a
special event for our Secondary female
students, a take #2 of the Yabbalat Shabbat
to launch our Yavneh B’Yachad theme to the
wider community and a plethora of clubs –
from ruach, to gardening, to Sports Mishmar
to cooking – all with the proximate aim of
ensuring that Judaism is vibrant and
pulsating at Yavneh.

Thanks to the leadership of our Heads 
of Student Spirit (Rivka Measey and 
Hona Dodge) and our Head of Jewish Life
Programs (Tamara Ginzburg – who deserves
a mazal tov on her recent engagement) 
and their dedicated team of Educators 
(Ashlee Glasser, Sara Amzalak, 
Eitan Meyerowitz and Noah Epstein), our
students are not just learning about Judaism,
they are tasting it, seeing it and living it.

Rabbi Chaim Cowen
Deputy Principal and 
Head of Jewish Studies
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every single student
MAKING JEWISH STUDIES LIVE WITHIN

The following question
was raised at a recent
Shabbat lunch. 
Who is the true hero 
of the Purim story - 
Is it Esther or
Mordechai?

Mordechai was the mastermind. He was the
one who advised Esther and steered her on
the right path. But it was Esther who actually
sacrificed her life for a higher purpose.
Action without the right strategy is futile but
great ideas are nothing if they haven’t
been put into action.

This year I have taken on the role of 
co-ordinating the Jewish Studies curriculum
for Years Prep – 6. My vision for the job is no
different to usual - to make Jewish Studies
live within every single student. 

I started the year with a Dvar Torah to the
staff and talked to the teachers about my
experience in growing up in the Jewish day
school system. I was fortunate enough to be

sent to the best schools where I was taught
what it meant to be a Jew and how to keep
Torah and Mitzvot. However,  it wasn’t until 
I reached seminary that I was asked the
question, why. Why are you an observant
Jew? 

On reflection, this made me question the
value of my school education. Being a
thinker and a naturally curious person, why
wasn’t I given the opportunity to ask ‘why’?

This stuck with me and I have made it 
my mission to teach my students and
encourage my fellow staff and teachers 
to always question why.

If you don’t know where you have come
from how do you know where you are
going to?

It is our duty as educators to ensure our
students have the opportunity to ask why?

In the past 10 years of working at Yavneh, I
have been fortunate enough to teach a
range of year levels. Their curiosity always
mesmerises me.

Watching the teachers in the Primary
school go above and beyond in ensuring
every day that the children know the
concepts of the Chagim taught is so
satisfying. 

So who is the true hero of the Purim story?

There is no right or wrong answer of course.
You could justifiably go either way and
back it up with solid evidence.

Rather, it is the gravity of a question like that
and many others we pose to our children
that encapsulates everything we stand for -
be critical in your thinking, find an
emotional connection and relevance to
your learning and think beyond the words
and translation of a text.

When my students grow up and leave
school my hope is that there will never be a
fundamental ‘why’ question they haven’t
contemplated or couldn’t answer.

Chavi Grossman
Jewish Studies Co-ordinator, Primary

Living Judaism today. For tomorrow.
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Yavneh b’Yachad -
Back Together
OUR FIRST DAY OF
SCHOOL 2021

As the rain bucketed
down on morning of the
first day of school for the
2021 academic year,
my thoughts

immediately turned to the teaching that rain
is a ברכה – a blessing. It seems
counterintuitive to see something like rain as
a blessing – but seeing the radiant faces of
students excited to return to school with
glistening raindrops on their cheeks, did not
dampen (excuse the pun) the spirit of the
start of our new year. The highlight of the first
day of school was the assembly of all our
students from Years 3-12 in the Lamm Hall for
the launch of our school-wide theme for the
year – Yavneh b’Yachad – Yavneh Together.

The rousing sound of hundreds singing the
Australian National Anthem and Hatikvah
opening our commencement assembly
filled the air with excitement as each student
and staff member appreciated the contrast
to the streamed assemblies they had
watched at home last year. After a year of
isolation, distanced from teachers and
friends, we were excited to welcome our
school community back together.
Supporting our students in their learning and
growth face- to face is the way it should be.
We are so grateful that we get to be
together at school. It is a joy and a comfort
to be able to learn, teach and spend time
with our friends and colleagues. Our
experiences of isolation allow us to now see
the blessing in the ordinary, the simple. The
launch of the theme – where students
handprinted a tree planter with their
handprinted – symbolising each year level
of the College – brought all our students
together. The symbolism of a tree – involving
many branches all united to one trunk and
deep roots was not lost on each member of
the College community. We are united by
the values of our school, the Judaism and
Zionism that is front and centre of a Yavneh
education – and the passion to live these
authentically each. Day.

We also welcomed the many new students
who joined Yavneh this year. It’s been heart-
warming to watch how these students have
become part of the fabric of their year levels
in a few short weeks. Hearing how our
students have embraced them and their
families is a testament to the warmth of the
Yavneh Family. 

The energy and spirit of the commencement
assembly was felt as the students and staff
poured out of the Lamm Hall. The magic of
the feeling of unity – that together, we can
achieve more – was inspiring and carried
into our Welcome Homeroom sessions,
where Secondary students met their Heads

of Year and Mentors – getting to know the
key staff who they will work with throughout
the year in the areas of Pastoral Care and
Wellbeing. A key part of our homeroom and
wellbeing sessions focus on year-level
bonding and social-emotional learning and
starting with homeroom allowed for the
students to ease into the year and their first
day of learning. 

Our Year 7 students – including new students
from a wide variety of Jewish and
government schools – were supported in
transition sessions throughout the first week 
of school. It’s great to see older students
giving directions to Year 7 students in the
hallways and chatting with them during
lunchtime clubs.

With a snap lockdown announced in the first
weeks of school, one might think that the
high energy from the start of the year would
have been affected. This could not be further
from the truth. Learning, teaching and
connection resumed via Teams as Yavneh
seamlessly steered to Yavneh baBayit for
three school days. Returning to campus on
the following Thursday, saw staff and students
resume our on-campus routines positively
and energetically. Our VCE students have
been enjoying a new range of study spaces
and our new STEAM spaces and clubs –
including our new Media room – are hives of
activity and action. Hamakom and the Beit
Midrash are bustling each lunchtime with
primary or secondary students and the
sound of musical rehearsals or students
having fun and learning during clubs can
be heard after school throughout the week. 

It’s been great to see parents back on
campus for our Parent Information Evenings
and Parent/Teacher Conferences. The
connection built from these face-to-face
interactions is not lost on us all. The
partnership between school and family is

more vital today as we work together to
support young people during uncertain
times.  We enjoyed meeting our new and
longstanding Yavneh parents at our parent
evening ‘Yavneh under the Stars’ in February
and are excited to welcome Yavneh families
to the rescheduled Yabbalat Shabbat event
in mid-March. We also look forward to
welcoming parents to a range of parent-
education evenings throughout the year in
addition to our celebrations and
performances such as Drama nights, the
Vonnie Coopersmith competition, VCE Folio
night and music recitals. 

We know that schools are about much more
than the three Rs of ‘reading, (w)riting and
‘rithmetic’. Schools are about connection,
values, experiences, camps, clubs,
Shabbatot, Tekasim (ceremonies, assemblies
and discussions. Between the bricks of
teaching and learning are the bonds of
sport, the arts, excursions, student leadership,
pastoral care, volunteering, Tefillah, teacher-
student relationships and a positive,
supportive atmosphere. This year, each of
these elements of school are more powerful
and appreciated by each member of our
school community – because we are
b’Yachad. 

Just as we relish the blessing of being
together at school, this year we will
experience this feeling at our Pesach Seder.
As we sit around the table with extended
family and friends – being able to join more
than one household at the Seder – we will
feel that very same feeling of joy and
comfort. הזה לזמן וקימנו והגענו שהחיינו - 
Thank you Hashem for bringing us to this
new year – a year of being together
because it is in our togetherness that we can
truly grow. 

Avigail Wonder
Head of Secondary
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…coming together
YAVNEH B’YACHAD

This term, our College, once again, celebrated
one of our much loved chagim, Purim, with a feast
of colour, decoration, costumes and joy.

The lead up to Purim began with Rosh Chodesh
Adar, where we consciously enhanced our levels of
joy, with students in both Primary and Secondary
enjoying a Rosh Chodesh assembly which certainly
created an atmosphere that paved the way for our
Purim celebrations.

The Purim celebration was a culmination of all of the
Jewish Life programs and activities that have taken
place during the month of Adar - our Rosh Chodesh
assemblies, ruach sessions, fish decorating to
symbolise the semel (symbol) of Adar, mask making
and Purim poster design, packing mishloach manot
for CCare, as well as mishloach manot to exchange
with our friends at school, Hamentashen baking,
learning sessions and the many special dress-up
days we had that week in the lead up. 

We loved seeing everyone’s creativity and flair
through their choices of fun hats, hairstyles, shoes,
socks and colourful accessories.
In line with our school theme, Purim was all about
being B’Yachad - together - davening together,
hearing the megillah together, participating in the
Purim activities together, dancing together, fulfilling
the mitzvot of Purim together, eating hamentashen
together, smiling together and making the most out
of the day – B’Yachad - together.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our
fellow JLife team. It was such a pleasure working with
you all, in the lead-up to Purim and we can’t thank
you enough for all the time and effort you have
each contributed. Also, to our awesome Year 12s,
your passion, energy, commitment and enthusiasm
to make this year the best Purim yet, has not gone
unnoticed. We loved working so closely with you and
greatly appreciated all your ideas, efforts and great
excitement!

We would also like to thank everyone in our school;
students, staff, parents and colleagues, for getting into
the true Yavneh spirit of celebration and making this
a Purim to remember! Days like this bring together
our whole College community as one and engage
us all through meaningful participation, teamwork
and collaboration.

Rivka Measey
Hona Dodge
Co-Heads of Student Spirit
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that promote thinking
DEVELOPING MINDSETS

‘Ritual creates new
habits of the heart that
can lift us to
unexpected
greatness’

Did you know it takes 66
days to form a new
habit? According to the

book ‘Habits of a happy brain’ by Loretta
Breunin, almost all structures, mental and
social, tend to reinforce previous patterns of
behaviour. We find it progressively harder at
every level, neuro-scientifically and
psychologically to change. Essentially, our
freedom diminishes every time we fail to
exercise it. As we continue to follow our
social media habits for instance, our
gaming habits and our internet shopping
habits, our will to break free from the hold of
social media decreases.

The algorithms that social media platforms
like tic-toc and facebook employ, send us
into a constant loop of self-affirming ideas.
Rather than being inspired by new ideas,
fresh perspectives or opposing views that
make us question our hard-held beliefs, our
social media habits trap us in our own
modes of thinking to dangerous
consequence. These patterns of behaviour
reinforce Jean Jacques Rousseau’s
contention in his philosophical work ‘The
Social Contract’, that ‘Man is born free and
everywhere he is in chains’. Rousseau
explains how man moved from a state of
freedom and autonomy, to the modern
condition, where he is dominated by
inequality, dependency, violence and
unhappiness. In a world dominated by
mobile phones, perhaps Rousseau’s
warning is most pertinent. We may have
been born free, but have we subjugated
our thinking to the loudest and most
persistent voices that emanate from the
devices we carry in our pocket?  

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks teaches that it takes
rituals to achieve freedom from those
dominating outside influences. Rituals are
repeated actions or performances that
create new neural pathways that make
certain forms of behaviour instinctive. And ‘it
requires a certain calibrated distance from
the surrounding culture if we are not to be
swept away by social fads and fashions
that seem liberating now but destructive in
retrospect.’1 We want our students at Leibler
Yavneh College to stop before they act and
ask themselves whether they should
continue with their action and whether the
action complements or detracts from their
sense of identity. This requires teaching
students not only what to know, but how to
be. Explicitly teaching dispositions of how to
be in a learning environment promotes
collaborative learning and teaches a
respect for thinking. When students are
faced with dilemmas, we want them to

pause before they act and ask themselves,
‘is this in line with what I value?’ 

As our students enter the classroom this
year, they will notice the routines that
teachers are establishing to help them
develop mindsets and dispositions that
promote thinking. At Leibler Yavneh
College, we are developing a Culture of
Thinking Community. As Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks teaches, it is rituals or routines, that
help us to develop thinking habits that will
set us free from the hold of social media
and ill-considered views, or G-d forbid, not
thinking at all! A culture of thinking will help
to develop the critical thinking skills that
characterise our VCE examination
questions. It no longer serves our students to
learn essays off by heart to regurgitate in
their examinations. Rather, they are
rewarded when they critically respond to
questions that require them to apply the
thinking that they have developed
throughout the year to new scenarios or
characters or problems. And critical
thinking, one of the 6 Cs of 21st Century
Skills, will serve them well for life beyond
school, as our students enter a world where
the jobs they will occupy have not yet been
created. 

Starting with the GANAG instructional
routine, teachers establish goals at the start
of the lesson to frame student learning for
the duration of the lesson. Teaching the new
information (N of GANAG) and the
application of this new knowledge using
the thinking routines from Ron Ritchhart’s
research and writing, creates opportunities
for teachers to teach thinking explicitly.
Creating this culture of thinking promotes
Yavneh to be a place ‘where a group’s

collective as well as individual thinking is
valued, visible, and actively promoted as
part of the regular, day-to-day experience
of all group members.’2

Our teachers are continuing their
professional learning, exploring the 
8 cultural forces3 that define our classrooms
and the culture of thinking in our college. 
As Ron Ritchhart exhorts, ‘For classrooms 
to be cultures of thinking for students,
schools must be cultures of thinking for
teachers.’ And our teachers have shown
their mettle throughout 2020. Their
commitment to our students’ progress and
continued achievement is as inspiring as
their continued determination to improve 
their practice in the face of an
ever-changing world. 

While our students develop thinking routines
and dispositions that value their
individuality and identity, consider this: the
next time you welcome in shabbat, think
about how its rituals help to liberate you
from the chains of smartphone addiction
and the hold of social media. It is through
ritual that we all develop the skills we need
for personal freedom. At Leibler Yavneh
College, we are implementing routines that
promote a rich culture of learning for 2021
and the years beyond. 

Shoshi Vorchheimer
Director of Teaching and Learning

  ————  ————  ————————————————
1  From Covenant and Conversation, 
Free-will: Use it or lose it, Parshat Va’eira, (Exodus 6:2-9:35)

3  Cultures of Thinking Project Zero, www.pz.harvard.edu
4  Ron Ritchhart, ‘Creating Cultures of Thinking’, 2015

Living Judaism today. For tomorrow.
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TILE PROJECT CAMPAIGN
The YPO and Yavneh Foundation were
excited to launch the ‘I heart LYC’ Tile
Installation fundraiser to help our
College continue to thrive.

We thank our students, old collegians,
parents, grandparents and friends for
their support and generous donations.
We are delighted we surpassed our
goal and are thankful to our donors
and Yavneh community for making this
possible.  It was lovely to see our
students enjoying creating their
amazing artwork for our tile installation.
This installation will be placed near the
entrance of the College and will
capture a moment in time and become
a part of Yavneh’s history.

This was an opportunity to be a part of
a unique project and we thank you for
partnering with us in this campaign.

Thank you for helping us build our
bright future together!

Tanya Shaltiel
Executive
Director,
Yavneh
Foundation

YAVNEH UNDER THE STARS
We were delighted to welcome over 80 parents to share drinks,
desserts and music at our NEW PARENTS’ WELCOME EVENING at our
very own outdoor entertainment venue - ‘Yavneh Under the Stars’.
We enjoyed hearing from Principal, Cherylyn Skewes together with
our College Captains, Ellie Goldenberg and Yossi Bart and our
College Co-Chairs Gerard Max and Ari Schachna. It was a
wonderful opportunity for many of our new parents to have an
organised tour of our Primary and Secondary campus by our Year

12 captains. Our Year 12 team were great ambassadors for our College and we
thank them for their time. A highlight for all was to hear performances from our
talented students Livi Alford, Lani Salomonovitch, Giddi Cher and Gil Zelwer.

Thank you to our organising committee, Nicole Kohn, Netty Kowadlo, Aviva Paluch
and Naava Eckstein for putting this evening together and for their continual efforts in
welcoming newcomers throughout the year.

YAVNEH FOUNDATION
continuing to thrive

ltiel

h i
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ALUMNI UPDATE
MAZAL TOV to the following alumni:

Editors
David Fisher, Naomi Feutrill

Design and Production
Sharon Kolski
Unique Designs & Concepts
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BIRTHS:
•Adam Feldman ‘95 and family on the birth of a son
•Rebecca (nee Goldstein) ‘97 and family on the birth of a son, Rafael Lev
•Aaron Korbl ‘99 and Jasmin (Grajzman) ‘00 and family on the birth of a son, Coby 
•Shmuli Wenig ‘99 and family on the birth of a daughter, Hallel Miriam Bayla
•Marc Seifman ‘00 and family on the birth of a son, Louie Max 
•Matti Borowski ‘01 and family on the birth of a daughter, Lola 
•Geoff Measey ’03 and family on the birth of a son, Cody Max
•Jonathan Rochwerger ‘03 and family on the birth of a son, Coby Leo
•Laura (nee Rubin) ‘05 and family on the birth of a son
•Joel Segal ‘05 and family on the birth of a daughter, Noa Pearl
•Marc Best ‘06 and family on the birth of a daughter, Hannah Ella
•Gary Gorov ‘08 and Tali (nee Lederman) ‘09 and family on the birth of a daughter,
Eve Mischa
•Yardena (nee Lissauer) ‘08 and family on the birth of a daughter, Ivy 
•Dion Shapiro ‘08 and family on the birth of a daughter, Lielle Keren
•Braham Skurnik ‘08 and family on the birth of a daughter, Mila
•Daniel Guttmann ‘09 and Nomi (nee Kaltmann) ‘10 and family on the birth of a son
•Joel Kalkopf ‘10 and family on the birth of a son
•Avi Lewis ’10 and family on the birth of a daughter, Navah Racheli (Israel)

A.S. LEIBLER SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Goldschlager Family School of Jewish Studies
Leopold & Isabella Abrahamovits Yavneh Primary School
Nicholas Slezak Campus

ABELES-LIBERMAN PRE-SCHOOL
(incorporating)

The Gillian and Colin Mandel Family
- Yavneh Crèche

ALUMNI
please send us your email address so that we can keep you informed 
about our upcoming events alumni@yavneh.vic.edu.au
If we have overlooked your Simcha, please contact us 
so that we can include it in the next issue of Ten Li Yavneh.

Be iN
Touch

MAZAL TOV
2021 STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Amira Kacser in Year 11 has placed equal first in the
International Jerusalem Science Competition. 

The Jerusalem Science Contest is an international
competition for Year 11 and 12 Jewish high school
students, interested in learning a cutting edge Science
topic and its Judaic relevance.  Amira’s thesis was on
the science of black holes and exploring the Jewish

notion of darkness having a higher spiritual source than does light.

Carlia Slade (Year 11), Tahni Paluch (Year 11) and Sadie Boroda (Year 12)
came third in their division of 12 schools in the International Maimonides

Moot Court
Competition. Using
Torah sources they
formulated an
argument with
regards to whether
previous criminal
activity should need

to be disclosed by university applicants.

YAVNEH STUDENTS MAKING WAVES IN INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS

ENGAGEMENTS:
•Tunni Kraus ‘02 to Aster Radai
•Ashley Cherny ‘05 to Ange Segal
•Alana Ramler ‘05 to Daniel Samowitz
•Davina Tugendhaft ‘08 to Eli Baker
•Oren Bernhart ‘09 to Mushkie Rabin
•Alon Abrahams ‘10 to Natalie Herscu
•Ari Fisher ‘10 to Nechama Ruschinek
•Joshua Jenshel ‘11 to Merav Chait
•Rachel Joel ‘12 to Ari Kark
•Yoni Segal ‘12 to Blimi Hadad
•David Hyman ‘13 to Ellie Greenberg ‘14
•Benjamin Menahem ‘14 to Tamara Ginzburg
•Rebecca Rothschild ‘15 to Eli Vayn
•Yael Goldberg ‘19 to Chaim Welis

WEDDINGS:
•Davina Tugendhaft ‘08 to Eli Baker
•David West ‘09 to Dina Michaels
•Abbie Debinski ‘12 to Joshua Sacks
•Racheli Elbaum ‘12 to Yoni Flint
•Mikey Chaskiel ‘13 to Laurie Duhamel
•David Rubin ‘13 to Alexandra Davis
•Emma Levy ‘15 to Yaniv Cohen
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