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Having been through school, adults naturally have an opinion about schooling which has 

been shaped by our own experience. Some parents, educators and policy makers can think 

that their child’s or this generation’s experience of school should mirror their own.  I believe, 

as do many leaders and researchers in the education field, that we need to take cognisance 

of our ever-changing world and the fact that education ought to be preparing children for 

a future which is as yet unknown. What we do know from the research, is that children 

being educated in the 21st century, need to become life-long learners, equipped with the 

dispositions and skills so they can confidently adapt when that time comes. 

In 2021, as in 2020,  our teachers are continuing to place equal importance on the 

development of, understanding and dispositions for learning alongside the acquisition of 

knowledge and skills in order to nurture the development of learner agency and a life-

long love of learning– a tenet of Yavneh’s Mission Statement. The Australian curriculum, 

through the inclusion of “general capabilities”,  recognises the importance of teaching the 

skills and dispositions for learning. General capabilities include being able to manage we, 

communicate effectively, work collaboratively, being open to feedback, being a critical and 

reflective thinker, and more.  An outline of the general capabilities in two key learning areas 

of the Australian curriculum can be seen in the figures alongside and below. 

COMMITMENT TO PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AT YAVNEH

This semester many teachers are participating in a professional book club where we are 

conducting an in-depth exploration into each of the 8 cultural forces using Ron Ritchhart’s 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAZAL TOVS:
To the Golbandi family on Yael’s Bat Mitzvah.

May you continue to have Nachat from your family.

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

AUGUST

Mon 30 ELC Parent Teacher  
 Interviews

Tue 31 Primary Parent   
 Teacher Interviews

SEPTEMBER

Mon 6 Erev Rosh Hashana

CANDLE LIGHTING:  
Parshat Ki Tavo

Light Candles: 5:36pm
Shabbat Ends: 6:35pm

CONDOLENCES:
To the Schachna family on the passing of Mrs. Itta Schachna z’l.

May your family know no more sorrow.

BAR/BAT MITZVAH REGISTRATION:
Please remember to register the date of your son 
or daughter's Bar/Bat Mitzvah with Lynda Pilalis at 
Reception on 9528 4911 or email l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.
edu.au

TEACHERS ARE LIFE-LONG LEARNERS

HAILEY JOUBERT, Head of Primary

mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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insightful and pertinent research explained in his book, “Creating Cultures of Thinking” (2015). Another aspect of our rigorous 

professional development program involves every primary teacher embarking on an investigation into one of the 8 cultural 

forces in operation in their lessons. Teachers have selected the force they wish to focus on in their practice and are consciously 

leveraging it in their lessons to promote learning for their students. 

NOTICE, REFLECT, ACT

Feedback is a crucial aspect of learning. Students aren’t the only ones to receive feedback 

in the learning process. Teachers receive direct and indirect feedback from students in their 

lessons, as well as from surveys, ongoing assessments, and standardised testing. Teachers 

use this information to inform their planning and practice. 

Remote learning has provided us with a unique opportunity to observe our own practice. In 

a recent after school professional development session, each teacher was given time to view 

a recording of  one of their own on-line lessons. This proved to be a valuable and sometimes 

confronting experience as each teacher analysed specific aspects of their teaching and 

reflected on their  strengths and growth points.

Professional feedback from a trusted peer is another valuable way teachers can develop their practice. In Primary and Secondary, 

we have launched our peer observation process where every teacher is working within a small group of their peers to benefit from 

professional feedback which translates to noticing, reflecting, and actioning further growth. 

PEER OBSERVATION PROCESS (POP)

The POP is one that is thoughtful, deliberate and invites reflection and open discussion. It is non-judgemental and is designed 

to promote learning both for the observer and the teacher being observed. Teachers meet for a pre-observation conversation 

where the goal is clarified, and success criteria are established.  Following the observation, the pair of teachers meet again to 

give feedback and discuss what has been learned from the observation. Simply put, effective teaching promotes learning and 

understanding about how we learn.  Teaching is a highly reflective practice as the teacher ought to be constantly evaluating the 

learning happening or not happening and refining their practice to promote learning for each individual student. 

To say that teaching and learning is complex is an understatement. Extensive research has been conducted to identify the 

individual aspects which skilled teachers’ action simultaneously and deliberately, to  cultivate a culture of learning and nurture 

a love for learning that lasts a lifetime. We are benefitting from this research and teachers at Yavneh are dedicated to their 

professional development and implementing their learning in their daily practice. So much has changed since you and I were at 

school and change will continue to happen.  Education needs to adapt too, and professional development plays an important role 

in the ongoing education of teachers. 

Research shows that to successfully educate children for their future, 21st century education has to be about more than good 

examination results, ATAR rankings, competition and awards, and compliant young people. 21st century educators and school 

leaders must have “as much concern for the ‘far horizon’ of a successful life as they do for the ‘near horizon’ of exams.” (Guy 

Claxton, Powering Up Your School, 2020)

Please let Lynda Pilalis @ l.pilalis@yavneh.vic.edu.au  know if any ex-students have made Aliya, so we can update the Aliya Honour Board.

ALIYAH HONOUR BOARD

mailto:l.pilalis%40yavneh.vic.edu.au?subject=
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WEEKLY DVAR TORAH - PARSHAT KI TAVO

ARIEH BERLIN, Secondary Jewish Studies Instructor

Parshat Ki Tavo contains the mitzvah of bringing the First Fruits 

(Bikkurim) to the Beit HaMikdash. The fruits are brought to the 

Kohen and their presentation is accompanied by a declaration 

expressing one’s gratitude to the Almighty in the context of a 

brief history of the Jewish people.

The Alshich is bothered by a Midrash in Parshat Bereishit. The 

Midrash (in a play on words of the opening words of the Torah) 

states that the world was created for the sake of that which is 

called “Reishit” [first]: The world was created for the sake of the 

nation of Israel who is called “Reishit”. Likewise, the world was 

created for the sake of Torah, which is called “Reishit”. Finally, 

the world was created for the sake of the Mitzvah of Bikkurim, 

which is called “Reishit”.

The Alshich remarks that Bikkurim would not seem to be in 

anyone’s list of the “top 3 mitzvot” and yet here this Midrash 

states that the world was created for the sake of this mitzvah! 

What is the meaning of this Midrash?

The Alshich answers that the mitzvah of Bikkurim contains 

within it something that is fundamental to being a human 

being — the obligation for people to express their gratitude 

and hakarat haTov. HaKarat haTov is so basic and primary that 

the whole world’s creation was actualized just for this mitzvah, 

which teaches us and trains us in the attribute of gratitude.

The Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer writes, “There is nothing harder for 

the Almighty to live with (as it were) than an ungrateful person. 

The reason Adam was exiled from the Garden of Eden was 

due to his ingratitude. His sin was not merely eating from the 

Tree of Knowledge. For that sin alone, perhaps he could have 

remained in Gan Eden. The straw that broke the camel’s back, 
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Uniform Shop orders can be made via flexischools at present or in person.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
 
The YPO Second Hand Uniform Shop welcomes your 
donations of pre-loved uniforms in good condition.
 All proceeds from sales support our Yavneh children via YPO 
projects.

Contact Hayley Jaffe (hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au or 
WhatsApp 0409 138 949) if you wish to buy or donate pre-
loved uniforms.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

The ordering system is in place for your convenience. Use Flexischools to order uniforms.

Join over 350 members in the Yavneh 2nd Hand Uniform & 
Books Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/
yavnehuniform/ to buy and sell your pre-loved uniforms, books 
or extra-curricular gear (eg. ballet, karate, cricket kit). Please 
restrict the sales and requests to items relevant to education.

Please note: The YPO will no longer be accepting secondhand 
books but you are welcome to buy, swap and sell them via the 
Facebook page.

so to speak, was the fact that in response to G-d’s question 

why he ate from the Etz HaDaat, Adam said, “The woman you 

gave me, she gave me the fruit and I ate it.” As Rashi points 

out, Adam was being ungrateful. G-d presented him Chava as 

a gift and Adam complained that she caused him to sin.

The Midrash continues that our ancestors in the Wilderness 

also angered G-d with their failure to recognize His Goodness 

towards them. They bemoaned the loss of the “good old days” 

in Egypt when they had melons, cucumbers, and garlic, and 

complained about the Manna.

The Midrash equates the sin of ingratitude with fundamental 

theological denial of the Almighty. One who is ungrateful 

towards his fellow man is ultimately ungrateful towards the 

Almighty as well.

This is fundamental to being a human being and that is why 

Bikkurim, which is called ‘Reishit’, ranks up there with “for 

the sake of Torah, which is called ‘Reishit’ and for the sake of 

Israel, which is called ‘Reishit’.”

As we approach Rosh Hashana, a time that we will be asking 

G-d for a year filled with blessing, it is imperative that we thank 

and appreciate the good and kindness that He has given us 

until now.

Wishing everyone a Shabbat Shalom

mailto:hayley@wilcorehealth.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yavnehuniform/
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By definition, a habit is a settled or regular tendency or 

practice, especially one that is hard to give up.

Many such behaviours often prove to be frustrating or even 

annoying for parents and carers to witness. In trying to change 

a habit, it is essential for us to first understand why this 

behaviour is occurring in the first place? 

Bad habits are often just a coping mechanism/strategy and 

may be a “go to” behaviour by a child when feeling stressed, 

bored, frustrated, unhappy, insecure, or tired. Many of the 

“bad” habits occur as they are calming and soothing to the 

child and brings about a release of the negative feelings.

Most of the time, these behaviours are just “phases” or 

habits—not serious medical problems—and the child typically 

outgrows them. In saying that, managing the habit can be 

difficult. In general, one should try to ignore bad habits. Yelling, 

calling attention to the habit, and punishment do not usually 

work to stop the behaviour (and may even increase it!). Praise, 

positive rewards (when your child is not doing the behaviour), 

and patience are likely the better practice in obtaining more 

successful results.

The good news is that most habits disappear, usually by the 

time a child reaches school age, because the child no longer 

needs it or outgrows it.

But if you think it's time to help your child break a habit, 

consider these steps:

• Calmly point out what you don't like about the behavior 

and why. This approach can be used with kids as young 

as 3 or 4 to help increase awareness of the problem. Say 

something like, "I don't like it when you bite your nails. It 

doesn't look nice. Could you try to stop doing that?" Most 

important, the next time you see the nail biting, don't scold 

or lecture. Punishment, ridicule, or criticism could cause 

the behavior to increase.

• Involve your child in the process of breaking the habit. 

If your 5-year-old comes home crying from kindergarten 

because the other kids made fun of his thumb sucking, 

understand that this is a way of asking you for help. 

Parents can ask their kids what they think they could do 

to stop the habit or if they want to stop the habit. Come 

up with some ways to work on breaking the unwanted 

habit together. Or speak to your child’s teacher to help you 

come up with strategies together.

BREAKING HABITS
CHARLENE ORWIN, Head of Yavneh Early Learning Centre

• Suggest alternative behaviors. For example, when if your 

child is a nail-biter, instead of saying, "Don't bite your nails," 

try saying, "Let's wiggle our fingers." This will increase 

awareness of the habit and may serve as a reminder. To 

occupy your child's attention, try providing a distraction, 

like helping you with something.

• Reward and praise self-control. For example, every time 

your child refrains from sucking his thumb, reinforce the 

positive behavior by praising him and working towards 

giving him a sticker or a small prize.

• Be consistent in rewarding good behavior. If you fail to 

notice good behavior, it will disappear over time. The new, 

positive habit must be firmly established before the old one 

will disappear.

For the best success, it's important that kids be motivated to 

break the habit. And because habits take time to develop, 

they're also going to take time to be replaced by alternative 

behaviours, so be patient.
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YEAR 1 UPDATE
ROMY BROWNE & PNINA DOUEK, Primary General Studies Teachers

Year One have been doing a variety of hands-on and interactive activities as part of our Unit 

of Inquiry on Minibeasts and Insects. We started off with a worm hunt at school; students 

discussed habitats of worms and where in the school they might be able to find worms. We then 

put on gloves and got digging! We were able to find lots of wriggly worms and hold them in our 

hands, noticing their features and the role that worms play in the environment.

 Our inquiry has continued during Yavneh baBayit. Students shared their knowledge about 

insects on a Padlet, working collaboratively to share ideas and extend their understanding. We 

then discussed the features of insects. A lot of us were extremely surprised to learn that spiders 

are in fact not insects, because they do not have six legs! Students then got creative, and used 

a variety of recycled materials from around their homes to make an insect, ensuring that their 

insect had a head, thorax and abdomen, and six legs. Students created a wonderful variety of 

insects including buzzing bees, beautiful butterflies and superb stick-insects! Remote learning 

has not inhibited Year One’s curiosity or creativity, and it has been wonderful to watch them 

engage with our unit of inquiry with such enthusiasm.

בס׳׳ד
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LEARNERS BECOME TEACHERS.
PNINA LANDAU, Primary Jewish Studies Teacher

PRIMARY ART
SAMARA ADAMSON-PINCZEWSK, Primary Art Teacher

After so many years of learning about the month of Elul and Rosh Hashana throughout their primary education, we wanted to 

provide our students with the opportunity to build their research skills, work collaboratively and use the technological resources 

available to them, all whilst gaining a more in-depth knowledge.

Students were randomly sorted into groups to further research into various Elul topics such as Tzadakah, Selichot and the Tefillah, 

Ledavid Hashem Ori, and more. Some information was provided to the students to help them begin their research into their group 

topics. Breakout rooms were created on Teams, where students could work together towards gathering new information and 

creating a PowerPoint slide to represent that information, with the end-goal being that each group would create and present their 

slide and information to the rest of the class and teach their peers about their topics. This provided students with the opportunity 

to use their investigative, creative, and team-work skills to create a lesson to teach their peers.

Every single group presented their information beautifully and educated their fellow peers on their group topics. It was a pleasure 

witnessing how cohesively and respectfully each student worked within their groups as well as the level of information gathered 

and presented. 

Avigayil Shaltiel, Year 6

Aaron Kramer, Year 5

Benji Orwin, Year 6

Eli Mond, Year 4 Deena Eppel, Year 6

Ariya Hirschon, Year 4

Eden Eckstein, Year 5

Dana Spivak, Year 4
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PRIMARY MUSIC
SARAH FINCH, Primary Music Teacher

During the past few weeks in Music, we have been focussing on percussion instruments in Prep to Grade 2. The students have 

made their own percussion instruments and have played them to accompany different types of rhythm and beat. We have also 

had fun just dancing and moving our bodies kinaesthetically. 

In Grades 3 and 4, we have been learning about different genres of music including classical, pop, country western, hip hop and 

jazz. The children have been introduced to different styles of music and it has been rewarding to see their musical knowledge 

growing and seeing their appreciation of new and different music.

DARE MATHS CLUB: PROBLEM OF THE WEEK #34
RICHARD KOCH, Head of Maths and Secondary Teacher

[DARE runs every Monday lunch in R18] 

ANYONE can take part! Great to discuss over Shabbat dinner!

Submit your carefully explained answers by email to Mr Koch 

before 9am Wednesday each week.

r.koch@yavneh.vic.edu.au

I will respond to each of you!

Enjoy every Challenge!
THERE ARE ABOUT 30 POSSIBLE ANSWERS THAT I KNOW OF!
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YEAR 7 ONLINE MASTERCHEF
DAWN MACGREGOR & MIRIAM SEGAL, Co-Heads of Year 7 and Secondary Teachers

We’re so excited for this Motzei Shabbat 28 August at 7pm – 8.30 pm for the Y7 online MasterChef!

We’re going to have havdala, and kumzitz (live music) to start! Remember, it’s 5 ingredients or less, one of them can already be 

cooked, and condiments are not included in the count. You don’t have to bake or cook to be included! For example, you can 

make something from fruits or a fun milkshake. You’ll have 30 minutes to make something. The possibilities are endless! Get the 

creative juices flowing!

EVERY ONE OF YOU CAN PARTICIPATE!

We’ll create a Teams event for you to join. We’re excited to see you all on Saturday night and can’t wait to see what you’ll make!

Guy Hamamy, Year 7

Leah Spivak, Year 7

FROM THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
PETER LOUIS, Head of Science

‘NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK- 2021’ CELEBRATION @ LYC

Firstly, I take this wonderful opportunity to congratulate and thank all the students and teachers at Leibler Yavneh College in 

celebrating the ‘National Science Week -2021’ under the theme ‘Food: Different by Design’. during 14th - 22nd August 2021. This 

was an important theme for teachers and their students, which allowed them to focus on sustainable food futures. 

The highlight of the week had been “Science Incursion Program’’ run by Ms. Catriona Nguyen-Robertson, an immunologist and 

science communicator and a PhD Scholar at ‘The Peter Doherty Institute for infection and immunity’ in Melbourne. Students from 

year 7 to 10 were highly engaged with the knowledgeable presentation of Ms. Catriona about her research on immunity and her 

fabulous ‘T-cells’ song. This event was sponsored by TECHNION AUSTRALIA. 

“Sadly, we were not able to be at school for science week this year, but we did still get to do it over the lockdown. We had a guest 

presenter, Ms Catriona to teach us about her job and explain about how vaccines work to protect our body, using cells in our body. 

It was a thoroughly engaging program and a fun way to learn about how our cells protect us against bacteria and viruses. She even 

taught us a song called “T Cells Attack”. Overall, this was a very fun and immersive activity” - Leib Sharp, Year 7 A 

In addition to the above, students at Yavneh, have participated with zeal in researching on “Genetically Modified Food” using 

STILE – an online learning platform and participated in a Science Competition creating a Poster/Video advertisement on the 

topic “Genetically Modified Plant Based Food in Israel – Bananas with a Longer Shelf Life”. TECHNION AUSTRALIA have 

sponsored amazing prizes for this competition too. 
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AUSTRALIAN SYNCHROTRON EXCURSION – YEAR 11 PHYSICS STUDENTS

Our year 11 Physics students were quite lucky to attend an excursion program with Ms. Bruce and Mr. Keller at Australian 

Synchrotron, Clayton. It had been a worthwhile experience for the students.

“Earlier this term the VCE Physics students had an incredible opportunity to visit the Australian Synchrotron. We went on this 

excursion after completing a research report on the capabilities of the synchrotron, so it was a fantastic way to cap off the unit and 

see what we had learnt in a real-world setting. The Synchrotron uses electromagnetic fields to accelerate subatomic particles to 

extremely high speed and allows physicists to study particle physics and apply its abilities to fields such as biotechnology, mining, 

agriculture, and even pharmaceutical and medical research. We were lucky enough to have a tour of the facility and hear about 

these applications from the people who work there. Overall, it was an exciting and enlightening experience.” - Amira Kacser, Year 

11 Physics 

I greatly appreciate the resilience and disposition portrayed by all our students, embracing the changes during this incredible 

remote learning phase. Especially, I wish all the Year 12 VCE Students good luck in their preparation for their final Examination, 

and I encourage them to revise efficiently and approach their teachers in getting any help. 

Finally, I take pleasure in welcoming Ms. Fiona Ye and Mr. Hillel Solomon, who have joined our science department this term.

MENSCH IN A CROWD
TAMARA GINZBURG, Head of Jewish Life Programs

This week, our Year 8 students completed the ‘Mensch in a 

Crowd workshop’, the flagship course of the US Program. 

Following the ME Program in year 7 which focuses on 

individual growth, personal Jewish identity and self-refinement, 

the US Program shifts focus away from the self, and towards 

others. In our current climate, notions of in-reach and caring 

for those around us ring truer than ever. The goal of the first 

session was to examine how a leader responds to a situation 

of diffused responsibility. Unpacking the Bystander Effect, 

students discussed the way in which ownership is often shirked 

in the presence of many people. Analyzing this through a 

Jewish lens, students delved into the sources to examine how 

Moshe Rabbeinu embodies the key leadership trait of acting 

when others are idly sitting by. 

Aligned with the goal to appreciate that giving is the best form 

of self-care, the second session focused on the long-lasting 

meaning and satisfaction derived from helping others. Students 

completed an exercise of ‘Fun versus Philanthropy’, answering 

a series of questions that guided their understanding of the 

mutual benefits in helping others. To internalize this message, 

students learnt about the story of Kayin and Hevel, and the 

lesson we can gain from Kayin that we are responsible for 

others, as summarized by Orel Morris who concluded that “we 

are all connected, and we need to support each other”.
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Expounding upon these ideas of our interconnectedness, the final session aimed to appreciate the impact that each of us has on 

every other Jew. Discussing the concepts of קידוש ה׳ and חילול ה׳ elucidated the way in which the individual and community are 

inextricably intertwined, encapsulated by Shira Vorchheimer, as she stated that we must “recognize and understand the impact 

we as individuals have on our community, both negative and positive”. In breakout rooms, students analysed a range of Torah 

sources that reinforced the importance of carefully considering our actions and their effects. 

These three sessions of ‘Mensch in a Crowd’ mark the beginning of our Year 8 students’ journey through the US Program, which 

will Be’ezrat HaShem continue in Term 4 with a focus on mediation and conflict resolution, building on the strong foundations of 

in-reach established this term.

YEAR 8 US PROGRAM
DINAH TENNE, Year 8

During online learning Year 8 students participated in the “Us 

program”. It explored many different topics, such as short term 

and long-term happiness. We learnt that helping others made 

us happier than doing something for ourselves. Buying yourself 

an ice cream is a short-term happiness. In comparison, calling 

up a friend who is going through a hard time to check in and 

cheer them up, is an example of a more long-term happiness. 

We discussed how the world has become wealthier over the 

last century but has been decreasing in happiness. Why is 

that? It is because most people think that money is the key to 

happiness. Which is not true! The truest form of happiness is to 

achieve deep meaningful connections with people. 

It is so important to have the mind set that we are all interconnected and must care for one another. This is especially true during 

these crazy covid times. We also learnt that our actions don’t just affect us but the people around us, to demonstrate this we 

looked at the media and topics that involved our Australian Jewish community. 

The three lessons I took away from our sessions were:

1. To learn to be a leader and not be a bystander.

2. To appreciate that giving is an important part of self-care. 

3. To appreciate the interconnectedness of each and every Jew.



11

THE IMPORTANCE OF STARTING CONVERSATIONS…AND 
PRACTISING LISTENING, ACTIVE LISTENING
ADELE RIBNICK & SHANTAL LOURIE, Psychological & Counselling Services Department

בס׳׳ד

ACTIVE LISTENING

Active listening involves more than just hearing someone 

speak. When you practise active listening, you are fully 

concentrating on what is being said. You listen with all your 

senses and give your full attention to the person speaking.

Below are some features of active listening:

• Neutral and nonjudgmental

• Patient (periods of silence are not "filled")

• Verbal and nonverbal feedback to show signs of listening 

(e.g., smiling, eye contact, leaning in, mirroring)

• Asking questions

• Reflecting what is said

• Asking for clarification

• Summarizing

In this way, active listening is the opposite of passive hearing.

When you listen actively, you are fully engaged and 

immersed in what the other person is saying.

You are there to act as a sounding board rather than ready to 

jump in with your own ideas and opinions about what is being 

said.

THE PURPOSE 

Active listening serves the purpose of earning the trust of 

others and helping you to understand their situations. Active 

listening comprises both a desire to comprehend as well as to 

offer support and empathy to the speaker.

It differs from critical listening; in that you are not evaluating the 

message of the other person with the goal of offering your own 

opinion. Rather, the goal is simply for the other person to be 

heard, and perhaps to solve their own problems.

Tips for Practising Active Listening 

The following tips will help you to become a better active 

listener:

• Make eye contact while the other person speaks. In 

general, you should aim for eye contact about 60% to 70% 

of the time while you are listening. Lean toward the other 

person and nod your head occasionally. Avoid folding your 

arms as this signals that you are not listening.

• Paraphrase what has been said, rather than offering 

unsolicited advice or opinions. You might start this off by 

saying "In other words, what you are saying is...".

• Don't interrupt while the other person is speaking. Do not 

prepare your reply while the other person speaks; the last 

thing that he or she says may change the meaning of what 

has already been said.

• Watch nonverbal to pick up on hidden meaning, in 

addition to listening to what is said. Facial expressions, 

tone of voice, and other behaviours can sometimes tell you 

more than words alone.

• Shut down your internal dialogue while listening. Avoid 

daydreaming. It is impossible to attentively listen to 

someone else and your own internal voice at the same 

time.

• Show interest by asking questions to clarify what is said. 

Ask open-ended questions to encourage the speaker. 

Avoid closed yes-or-no questions that tend to shut down 

the conversation.

• Avoid abruptly changing the subject; it will appear that you 

were not listening to the other person.

• Be open, neutral, and withhold judgment while listening.

• Be patient while you listen. We can listen much faster than 

others can speak.

• Learn to recognize active listening. Watch television 

interviews and observe whether the interviewer is 

practicing active listening. 
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Adele Ribnick 
Psychologist

2021 - Prep, Years 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 & 12 
a.ribnick@yavneh.vic.edu.au

Shantal (Shanty) Lourie  
Counselling Psychologist

2021 - Years 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 & 11 
s.lourie@yavneh.vic.edu.au

GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE COLLEGE PSYCHOLOGISTS 

Our College Psychologists are here to support all members of the school community. If you would like to speak with one of our 

College Psychologists, you can email them on the addresses outlined below.

Counselling and Psychological Services Department

בס׳׳ד

Support Services

Miriam Segal 
Co-Head of Year 
7 and Secondary 
Teacher

Deanne Segman 
Co-Head of Years 11 
& 12 and Secondary 
Teacher

Elena Martin  
Careers Practitioner 
and Co-Head of 
Years 11 & 12

Danny Gold 
Head of Year 10 and 
Secondary Jewish 
Studies Teacher

Tamara Allen 
Head of Year 9 and 
Secondary Teacher

Shelley Engel 
Head of Year 8 and 
Secondary Teacher

Dawn MacGregor 
Co-Head of Year 
7 and Secondary 
Teacher

Head of Years (Secondary)

Hailey Joubert  
Head of Primary School 
 
H.Joubert@yavneh.vic.edu.au

Avigail Wonder 
Head of Secondary School 
 
a.wonder@yavneh.vic.edu.au

Head of School
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Other Support Services

Kids Helpline

Kids 5-12; Teens 13-17, Young 
Adults 18-25

1800 55 1800             
https://kidshelpline.com.au

Headspace 

https://headspace.org.au

Online counselling 12-25 
years: https://headspace.org.
au/eheadspace/

Reach Out

https://au.reachout.com

SANE Australia

1800 1872 63 
https://www.sane.org

1800Resepct

1800 737 732 
https://www.1800respect.org.
au

Beyond Blue 

1300 22 4636 
https://www.beyondblue.org.
au

Butterfly Foundation

1800 33 4673 
https://thebutterflyfoundation.
org.au

Lifeline

13 11 14 
https://www.lifeline.org.au

Mensline Australia 

1300 78 99 78 
https://mensline.org.au

Mensline Australia 

1300 78 99 78 
https://mensline.org.au
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YAVNEH SECONDARY TEAMSBOMB
YEAR 12 STUDENT

11:17

The moment has arrived. Thunder by ACDC blasts from my speaker as I click ‘join’ on a Year 8 Maths class who, unbeknownst to 

them, were about to experience something truly magical. A TEAMSBOMB. The brainchild of Yavneh’s one and only Mrs Wonder 

brought to life by the Year 12s sorely missing face to face interaction. 

11:21

After a significant amount of confusion students understood the true gravity of what was unfolding before them. Structured 

lessons were cancelled for the period, the focus was now squarely on wellbeing and peer interaction. With the option to choose 

from a variety of activities- ranging from online mobile games, make-up, and hair tutorials, drawing comic cartoons, Pictionary, or 

a roaring conversation about footy - students now had the next 39 minutes to invest in their own social wellbeing and interact with 

friends from all different year levels led by us, Year 12 ’21. 

12:00

Ah the melancholy. Clicking ‘leave’ (of for the more tech savvy year 12s, ctrl+shift+b) at the top right of the corner, the 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTEAMSSSSBOMMMMBBB was officially over- thank Hashem no one got hurt. 

Coming soon to a class near you, pending CSG approval.
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Likes: family, Israel, friends, 
food, summer and chagim

Dislikes: birds

If you were principal for a 
day, what would you do: 
Make the school days shorter

Favourite lesson and why: 
Business Management- just 
love the lessons 

Favourite food from the tuck 
shop: Challah Bagel

Favourite thing about Yavneh: Definitely Zio camps

Random skill/talent: banging my fingers together to make 
aloud sound

Favourite school memories: First day I came to Yavneh. 

HUMANS OF LEIBLER 
YAVNEH COLLEGE: 
Student of the Week

NOAM DAVID
YEAR 11

TOP 3 MIDNIGHT SNACKS 
• challah toast with peanut butter and jam (fave) 

• frozen blueberries and mango 

• copious amounts of coco pops!!

- AF

5 RANDOM FACTS WITH
ELIH KATZ
1. Fruit stickers are edible, though the same as any fruit, 

washing prior to eating is recommended. The glue used 
for them is regulated by the FDA.

2. The scientific name for Giant Anteater is Myrmecophaga 
Tridactyla. This means “ant eating with three fingers”.

3. Astronaut is a compound word derived from the two 
Ancient Greek words “Astro” meaning “star” and “naut” 
meaning “sailor”. So, astronaut literally means “star sailor”.

4. The flashes of coloured light you see when you rub your 
eyes are called “phosphenes”.

5. At birth, a baby panda is smaller than a mouse. you point 
your car keys to your head; it increases the remote’s signal 
range.
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LEIBLER YAVNEH COLLEGE AND THE  
YAVNEH FOUNDATION INVITE YOU TO 

“CONNECT, BE INSPIRED  
AND FIND PERSONAL MEANING  
THIS ROSH HASHANA”

FEATURING 
RABBI CHAIM COWEN 
CHAVI GROSSMAN 
RAV NOAM SENDOR

MONDAY 30 AUGUST AT 8PM 
 
TO REGISTER FOR THE ZOOM LINK, 
OR FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE EMAIL:
foundation@yavneh.vic.edu.auFO
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http://www.phh.org.au/live
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Thursday 

Jewish Games 
From Back to The Temple Monopoly to Mitzvah Match and many games 
in between, every Thursday students can play Jewish games individually 
or in small groups, learning and having fun simultaneously.

Who: Prep-Year 6 | When: Thursday | Time: 12.30-1.00pm | 

Where: Beit Midrash

Sketch Club 
At Sketch Club, students can practice drawing and learn new skills.

Who: Years 4-6 | When: Thursday | Time: 12.30-12.55pm | 

Where: Art Room 

Friday 

Origami 
Students can learn how to make origami, enjoying the art of 
paper folding.

Who: Years 2-6 | When: Friday | Time: 12.30-12:55pm | 

Where: Room 3

Mindful Colouring 
For a fun and relaxing way to unwind during the day, students can enjoy 
Mindful Colouring.

Who: Years 3-5 | When: Friday | Time: 12.30-12.55pm | 

Where: Room 12

Rosh Chodesh 

Ruach 
To inject ruach into the school day and enhance the school spirit, 
students will learn and practice ruach dances to celebrate Rosh 
Chodesh.

Who: Prep-Year 6 | When: Rosh Chodesh | Time: 12.30-1:00pm | 

Where: Outside Hamakom

AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS:

Wednesday

Junior Omanut 
Through project-based learning, students will undertake a Jewish art 
project and work together to build, create and design while expressing 
themselves creatively.

Cost: $50 | Who: Years 2-3 | When: Wednesday (21st July, 28th July, 4th 

August) | Time: 4.15-5.30pm | Where: Primary Art Room

Senior Omanut 
Through project-based learning, students will undertake a Jewish art 
project and work together to build, create and design while expressing 
themselves creatively.

Cost: $50 | Who: Years 4-6 | When: Wednesday (18th August, 25th 

August, 1st September) | Time: 4.15-5.30pm | Where: Primary Art Room

TERM 3 CLUBSJEWISH LIFE 
presents:

Monday

TnT 
To extend the upper Primary in their Torah learning, students will delve 
deeper into the teachings of key thinkers who shaped Judaism. 

Who: Years 5-6 | When: Monday | Time: 12.30-1.00pm | 

Where: Beit Midrash

Hama Beads 
Harnessing their creativity and eye for design, students can enjoy making 
Hama Bead creations

Who: Years 2-6 | When: Monday | Time: 12.30-12.55pm | 

Where: Room 21

Tuesday 

Chess Club 
Students can learn the strategies and refine their skills to become 
chess champions.

Who: Years 4-6 | When: Monday | Time: 12.30-12.55pm | 

Where: Room 11

TnT 
To extend the lower Primary in their Torah learning, students will delve 
deeper into the teachings of key thinkers who shaped Judaism. 

Who: Years 2-4 | When: Tuesday | Time: 12.30-1.00pm | 

Where: Beit Midrash

Wednesday 

Drama Club 
For students who want to perform, play and refine their theatre skills, 
Drama Club is a fun and inviting space to be.

Who: Years 1-6 | When: Tuesday | Time: 12.30-12.55pm | 

Where: Primary Library

Parsha Plays 
Parsha Plays will meet every Wednesday lunchtime to create a unique 
play based on the contents of the parsha to be performed at the  
Rosh Chodesh assembly. This will provide an opportunity for students to 
enjoy themselves while growing and learning the weekly parsha. 

Who: Years 1-4 | When: Wednesday | Time: 12.30-1.00pm | 

Where: Beit Midrash

PRIMARY CLUBS

LUNCHTIME CLUBS:

בס”ד

Jewish life General Studies

LEIBLER
YAVNEH
COLLEGE

Please note:

• Jewish Life lunchtime and afterschool clubs commence Monday July 19th
• Afterschool clubs require a 5 student minimum to run
• There are no refunds for non-attendance
• The clubs and their prices listed are for Term 3 2021 only
• Limited spots available, early sign ups prioritised

SIGN UP for afterschool clubs via: Compass Events Portal
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SECONDARY CLUBS:

LUNCHTIME CLUBS:

Jewish life General Studies

Monday

Jewish Book Club 
Students will read and write about Rabbi Sacks’ teachings in a creative 
and open forum by learning A Letter in the Scroll.

Who: Years 7-12 | When: Monday | Time: 1.10-1.40pm | 

Where: Beit Midrash

DARE 
Discovery. Activity. Research. Exploration. The flavour of learning 
depends as much on our experiences as on our tastes. DARE aims 
to provide a smorgasbord of experiences and insightful problems to 
expand the Mathematical and social horizons of the students involved:  
“Taste & See!”

Who: Years 7-12 | When: Monday | Time: 1.10-1.45pm | 

Where: Room 18

Tuesday 

Beit Café 
Students will eat snacks whilst learning about the weekly 
Parsha teachings.

Who: Years 7-12 | When: Tuesday | Time: 1.30-1.50pm | 

Where: Beit Midrash

Debating 
To practice the art of persuasive speaking, argument development and 
contribute to our long-held Yavneh debating tradition.

Who: Years 7-12 | When: Tuesday (Week 1) | Time: 1.10-1.45pm | 

Where: Secondary Library

Literature Club 
For students who are passionate about reading, writing, storytelling and 
enhancing their English skills.

Who: Years 7-12 | When: Tuesday (Week 2) | Time: 1.10-1.45pm | 

Where: Secondary Library

Wednesday 

929 
Students will learn extra Tanach regularly, to complete all 929 Prakim of 
Tanach in three years.

Who: Years 7-12 | When: Wednesday & Friday | Time: 1.10-1.30pm | 

Where: Beit Midrash

STEAM 
Calling all Scientist, future Engineers, Artists, Tech Whizzes, and 
Mathematicians! STEAM club provides fun, hands-on programs that 
ignite students imagination and show off their skills. Turn DREAMS into 
STEAM and Watch them Gleam!

Who: Years 7-12 | When: Wednesday | Time: 1.10-1.45pm | 

Where: STEAM room

Thursday

AV Club 
Media Club caters to students who have a keen interest in audio-visual 
technology and assisting the college with video and photography 
projects.

Who: Years 7-12 | When: Thursday | Time: 1.10-1.45pm | 

Where: Media room

Rosh Chodesh 

Omanut 
To celebrate Rosh Chodesh, students will have an opportunity to express 
themselves creatively using a range of mediums. The arts and craft 
projects will focus on different aspects of the Jewish calendar and Israel. 

Who: Years 7-12 | When: Rosh Chodesh | Time: 12.30-1.00pm | 

Where: Beit Midrash

AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS:

Sport Mishmar 
Students will have the opportunity to enjoy a social, sporting experience 
accompanied by a BBQ and in-depth learning.

Cost: $10 | Who: Years 7-12 | When: 3 events in the leadup to Rosh 

Hashanah | Time: 4.15-5.00pm | Where: Multipurpose courts

JEWISH LIFE 
presents:

LEIBLERבס”ד
YAVNEH
COLLEGE

Please note:

• Jewish Life lunchtime and afterschool clubs commence Monday July 19th
• Afterschool clubs require a 5 student minimum to run
• There are no refunds for non-attendance
• The clubs and their prices listed are for Term 3 2021 only
• Limited spots available, early sign ups prioritised

Compass Events PortalSIGN UP for afterschool clubs via: 

TERM 3 CLUBS
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For more information
visit www.jnf.org.au/beats
or email education@jnf.org.au

JNF BEATS 
JNF BEATS 

CHALLENGE
CHALLENGE

STEP 1: CREATE YOUR INSTRUMENT
No real instrumentsare allowed!

STEP 2: FEEL THE RHYTHM
Find the clip to use at www.jnf.org.au/beats.

STEP 3: RECORD YOUR VIDEO CLIP

STEP 4: ENTER THE COMPETITION
Entries close Sunday 22 August.

WIN

AMAZING 

PRIZES

http://www.jnf.org.au/beats
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Second	hand	uniform	stock	–	current	as	at	11	August	2021	
	

Sport	T-shirt	-	$15	
Size	4x4	
6x5	
8x2	
10x6	
12x8	
14x1	
XXLx1	
	
Sport	shorts	-	$15	
8x5,	10x7	
	
Sports	Jumper	(new	style)	-	$35	-	NONE	
	
Sports	pants	(new	style)	-	$25		
14x1	
	
Sport	skirt	-	$10	
Size	2x4,	4x1	
6x1,	8x2	
10x2	
Mx4	
Lx3	
	
Sports	Leggings	-	$5	
6x1,	7x1,	8x3,	12x2	14x1,	XLx1	
	
Navy	Tights	-	$3		-	NONE	
	
Bike	shorts	-	$5	
6x5,	7x8,	8x5	&	10x2,	12x1	
	
Jumpers	-	$25/$30		(size/condition)	
4x1,	5x1,	6x2,	7x6,	8x2	
10x2,	12x6	(	and	2	vests	-	$10)	
14x8		(and	4	vests	-		$10)	
16x3	(and	1	vest	-		$10)	
18x9	
20x4,	22x1	
	
Bags	$25	
Small	(prim	school)	–	x5	
Large	(sec	school)	–x5	(lighter	blue)	
	
Hats	-	$5	(4	available)					Reading	folders	-	$5	
Kippot	-	$5	(1	available)																									Scarf	-	$5x2	
	
To	purchase	message	Hayley	Jaffe	via	
Facebook	Messenger	or	0409	138	949	

Girls	summer	dress	-	$20	
Size	4Cx5	(1	short	&	1	unhemmed)	
6x2	
8Cx4	(1	is	unhemmed)	
10Cx7,	12x1,	14Cx1	
8Ax1,	12Ax3,	14x1	
	
Girls	long	sleeve	shirts	-	$15	
Size	4x20,	6x2	
8x4	(1	is	$10	as	marks)	
10x3	&	12x2	
AND	Senior	(with	logo)	-	$20	
8x3,	10x2	
12x4,	16x5	
	
Girls	winter	tunic	-	$25	
Size	4x5,	6x4	(2	unhemmed),	8x3	
10sx2	(1	is	unhemmed)	
12x1	&	14x1	
	
Girls	winter	skirt	-	$25	
Size	2x10,	14x5,	16x1	
18x1	&	22x1	(shortened)	
	
Boys	summer	shorts	-	$15	
Size	3x1.	4x6	
6x6,	8x9	
10x9	(2	not	school	brand)	
12x2	(1	is	NEXT	brand)	
16x3	(2	are	not	school	brand)	
32x2,	34x2,	36x2	and	38x1	
	
Boys	summer	shirt	-	$15	
Size	3x1,	4x2,	6x7	(some	$10	as	marks)	
7x3,	8x5	
10x13,	12x7	
14x4,	16x1	
Sx2,	Lx1,	XLx2	
	
Boys	winter	(long	sleeve)	shirts	-	$15	
Size	3x1,	4x1,	6x2,	7x2,	8x1,	10x3,	12x6	
14x8,16x3	
	
Boys	Trousers	-	$20	
3x1,	4x3,	5x1,	7x3	(2	are	NEXT	brand)	
8x7	(1	is	NEXT	and	1	is	adjustable)	
10x8	(1	is	adjustable	and	2	NEXT	brand)	
12x4,		13x1	(NEXT	brand),	14x1	
16x4,	18x3,	20x1	
34x2,	36x1	
38x1,	40x2	

	


